A festival celebrating world class music, local cuisine, craft beer and more 
SATURDAY 
THE LUMINEERS - STEVIE NICKS 
FATHER JOHN MISTY - ZIGGY MARLEY - CAAMP - BAND OF HORSES 
ZACH BRYAN - JENNY LEWIS » TRAMPLED BY TURTLES 
GEESE » THE CAMEROONS « DREW ANGUS 
_arteaeaatc rer aranaaa SUNDAY “cceialaonmmgenrececeestc cn 
DAVE MATTHEWS AND TIM REYNOLDS 


BRANDI CARLILE - THE NATIONAL » BLACK PUMAS » GARY CLARK JR. 
THE HEAD AND THE HEART - NOAH KAHAN - SPIN DOCTORS 
JADE BIRD » THE MAIN SQUEEZE * TROUSDALE » CHARLEY 


NO OVERLAPPING SETS: 


Contents 


82 98 


Confessions of a The Dog Rescuers 
Teenage Crypto More than a thoussnd dogs 
Kingpin are put down everyday in 


America. Met the elite Yam of 
Baby Al Capone" pulled off 
{$23 milion crypto heist and he's 
been paying the price ever since. 
By Alax Moria. 
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6 The Eddie Van Halen 


| Nobody Knew 


‘Over the let five yoars of hist, the 
rock con revealed himself he never 
‘belore in secret correspondenes 
witha former journal 

By BlairR Fischer 


Before the Dentist 
Knows You're Dead 


“Im able to 
comfort myself and 
nurture myself” 
Noah Cyrus 


‘On growing up in public and getting 
‘through her most painful years 


PnoToeRarH BY Jessica Lehrman 


ANNOUNCING THE SECOND ANNUAL 


Variety | RojlingStone 


TRUTH SEEKERS 
SUMMIT wm 


AN EVENT FEATURING KEYNOTES AND PANEL 
CONVERSATIONS EXPLORING THE ART OF DOCUMENTARY 
AND INVESTIGATIVE STORYTELLING 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 25 


REGISTER FOR VIRTUAL ACCESS 
VARIETY.COM/TRUTHSEEKERS 
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iPURINAJ 
“Their future good 
health starts today.” 


Purina Pet Behaviorist 4 


PURINA PUPPY AND KITTEN FOOD is formulated to meet your pet's 
needs now and set the stage for a lifetime of good health. Because we care about 
what you care about—nutrition that helps our pets thrive today and tomorrow. 
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PURINA 


KEEP LIFE SIMPLE @@ 


HELPING DOGS 
LIVE THEIR BEST LIFE 
SHOULD BE SIMPLE. 


@ HIGH-QUALITY PROTEIN 
@ NO FILLERS 
@& 100% COMPLETE NUTRITION 


EXPLORE OFFERS AT DOGCHOW.COM/OFFERS. 
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Just one problem There vas nath 
(3 up some of her own lemon: 
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Produced by Blake Mills 


Featuring “One Step Ahead,” “Don’t Look Now,” and more 
Ltd Edition Milky Clear 180g Vinyl available at Indie Retailers, and Jack’s site 


Meet The Moonlight 2022 Tour: 


June 21 Giford, NH Bank of New Hampshire Pavilion * ‘August 28 Nashville, TN ‘Ascend Amphitheater # 

June 22 Wantagh, NY ‘Nothwell Heath a Jones Beach Theatter* ‘August 26 Woodiands.TX The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Paviion # 
June24 Columbia, MD ‘Meetiweather Post Pavilion * ‘August27 Det Valle, TX Germania Insurance Amphitheater # 
June28 Camden, NJ Freedom Mortgage Paviion * August28 Dallas, TK Dos Equis Pavilion # 

June 26 Hartford, CT Xfrnty Thoatro * ‘August31 —Englewood,CO._Fiddler’s Green Amphitheatre # 

“June 28 Cuyahoga Fals, oH Blossom Music Canter * September]  Englewood,CO Fiddler's Grean Amphitheatro # 

June30 Chicaga.It Huntington Bank Pavilon * September2  SaltLake Ciy,UT_ USANA Amphitheatto # 
July2—Clorkston, Ml Pine Knob Music Theatre * September4 Stateline, NV Lake Tahoe Outdoor Arena at Harveys # 
Juy3 Nobles, IN Ruoff Music Center * September5 Stateline, NV Lake Tahoe Outdoor Arena at Harveys # 
Juy5 —Tetanio, Canada Budweiser Stage * September24 George, WA Gorge Amphitheatto ** 

July? Quebec Cy, Canada Festival dete de Quebec Soptember25 Bend, OR Hayden Homes Amphitheatre ® SOLD OUT 
JuyB — Olfawa, Canada ——RBC Bluesfest Soptomber24 Troutdale, OR ‘MecMenomins Edgefield Amphitheater * SOLD OUT 
July 10 Mashield, MA, Levitate Music and Als Festival Septomber28 Betkoley,CA The Greek Theale * SOLD OUT 

July 29 Honolulu Hl Waikiki Shall + Soptember29  Betkoley,CA The Greek Theatre * 

July 30 Honolulu Hl Waikiki Shel + SOLD OUT October! Los Angoles,CA Hollywood Bow! % SOLD OUT 

‘August 18 WestPaim Beach, FL THINK nancial Amphitheatre # Ocober2 Les Angeles,CA Hollywood Bow! % 

August 19 Tampa, FL MIDFLORIDA Credit Union Amphitheatrov Odober4 Santa Barbara,CA Sanka Barbara Bow * SOLD OUT 

August 20 Alpharetta, GA ‘AmerisBank Amphitheatte # OdoberS Santa Barbara,CA Santa Barbara Bow 4 SOLD OUT 
‘August 21. Raleigh, NC Coastal Credit Union Music Park at Walnut Creek # Ociobor7 Chula Vita, CA Noth stand Cet Union Amphtheate ** 
August 23 Chortle, NC PNC Music Pavilion # 


Tickets and Album Preoder at: 
www.jackjohnsonmusic.com 
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Aussie 
Punks 
Invade 
New York 


some punx bands might have 
‘rouble translating their inher- 
tently scrappy artform from their 
natural club habitats to larger 
stages. But at their biggest 
headlining show to date — at 
New York's 1,800-cap Brooklyn 
‘Stoel in May ~ Melbourne's 
‘Amyl and the Sniffers leveled up 
beautifully, suggesting a sweaty 
_mashup of the Stones and the 
‘Stooges, with singer Amy Taylor 
flinging herself around the 
stage like a renegade aerot 
Instructor. “Its not always easy 
for an Australian pub band to 
‘come play overseas,” Taylor 
says, “so what an honor to get 
the response of people wanting 
tocome down and have a good 
feral time,” naan seamen 


‘Amy and the Sniffers’ Amy 
‘Taylor and Fergus Romer at 
‘Now Yorks Brock Steel 
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The Mix 


= KING PRINCESS 


ING PRINCESS has a new 
song she can't walt 10 
talk about. I's a breakup 
song that starts out soft 
and dreamy before erupt 
ing into a scorched-earth 

mmid-Nineties rager, with the biggest choru: 

she’s ever belted. But the description that 


really nails “Change the Locks” ~ the one 
that makes King Princess beam as she share 
it came from someone in the studio, who 
sai t sounds like menstruating at Lilith Fair 
1 wats lke, “Cunt! That's exactly what 


going fort 

This is what i's like to converse with 
Mikaela Straus, 23, the indie-pop visionary 
behind King Princess. With her feathery 


shoulder-length chocolate-brown hair and 
extensive knife collection, she exudes a rock 


her generation ~ she could be Mare Botan 
reincarnated or a long-lost cousin of John 
Lydon, dropping brazen one-liners in be 
tween hits from her vape pen, She uses the 
word “cunt” in almost every sentence, s0 


much that her publicists worried her quote 
unusable fr this story. A story, by the 


way, that Straus feels she was born for 
remember when it hit me, that as a 
she says. “I remember Megan Fox's cover, 


erson, I could be inthis magazine 


and she was talking about masturbating to 


girls. fe was incr 
talk about fucking and coming. 1 was like 
There you have it, folks! I could be in this: 
Irs early Apel in Brooklyn, and Straus is 
on the cusp of completing her new album 
Hold On Baby. We're at Mission Sound, her 
father Oliver's studio in Williamsburg, the 
Jnborhood where she grew up. Even 


though she party lives in L.A. these days, sh 
hasa true New Yorker's preference for her 
hometown. “I come back and I'm the person 
rm supposed to be? she says. “Nothing bet 
ter than being stony-baloney on the tain 
She describes the studio's vibe as “shab- 
by chicy" gesturing to the tatered, multco 
ored kitschy couches around het. There 


‘one wall separating the studio and home, 
and chasierock memorabilia is everywhere, 
A platinum plaque for “1950,” Straus” break 
through 2018 hit about queer love, is framed 
on the wall 

Straus was just exiting her angsty teens 
when she debuted with that song, an R&B 
Jow-burner that caught the of 
Harry Styles, who tweeted the chorus lyric 
and immediately got 100,000 retweets. 

Some rising artists might have flinched 


under that pressure. Straus grinned and 
trapped her new fans in for the emotional 
roller coaster that was Cheap Queen, her 
debut album The 


that arrived a year later, 


record show 


showing her woes across 
cull grooves as if her insides are on fre 
with song titles as bluntly literal as it feels to 
get your world shattered when you're 1, like 
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“Do You Wanna See Me Crying?" and “You 
Destroyed My Heart.” 

Now Strauss in her longest adult relation 
ship yet, with creative producer Quinn Wil 
son, and she's pretty happy person overall. 
(Ish, she corrects.) Like many songwriters 
Iheore her, she found that this made it di 
ficule to write, “I was lke, ‘What is my pur 
pose?" she says. *'m not heartbroken; 'm 
‘not psd at some girl. How do | write music 
firs not about getting back at someone?" 

In February 2021, shortly after she attended 
the funeral for her 89-year-old grandfa- 
the, Straus’ team booked her some sessions 
with Aaron Dessner ~ the scrufy mult 
Instrumentalist who added his indie-folk 
sensibility to Taylor Swifts Folklore and 
Evermore ~ at his home studio in upstate 
New York, “I was like,“ don’t know if can 
handle meeting anybody" she says. 

Straus ended up staying at Dessner’s cozy 
bar studio fora total of five days. She'd walk 
in the snove to his house, and his wife would 
‘make her coffee before they got to work. 

Hold On Baby came together through 
those sessions and others with Ethan Gruska 
(known for his production work with Phoebe 
Bridgers), producer Dave Hamelin, and mic 
ing engineer Shawn Everett. “All ve ever re 
ally wanted was to fel camaraderie in make 
ing music, and {started to fel that,” Straus 
says, But she emphasizes that frst and fore: 
‘ios, it’ King Princess record ~ she plays 
‘many ofthe instruments, and co-produced 
every track, “I'm atthe helm of this ship,” 
she says. "Or else it wouldn't be my music” 

‘Take the silky horn section that loods out 
more than halfway through “Crowbar.” “I 
played those by hand on a Mellotron,” she 
says. “A full horn section, track by track. 
‘Shawn was lke, “Bitch, have spent so much 
time and money hiring horn players, and 
this whole time I could've ust had you with a 
“Mellotron?” It's the cheap queen within me.” 

‘One of the albums highlights is "Winter Is 
Hopeful” asultry stunner writen for Wilson, 
whom she began dating four years ago, after 
‘messaging Wilson on Instagram claiming she 
loved her work, “I made litle ie she says, 
"Tid love her work, but didn’t know it was 
her. So she thought it was business, and was 
really upset when she found out it wasn't” 

Straus has fantasized in detail about their 
engagement, “There's a lock of owis by me," 
she says, "T'm on a horse, riding through 
a field, and Quinn's on another horse. The 
horses are riding to each other. We stick 
ur fingers out as we pass and put the ings 
fon each other,” She pauses, then looks up. 
"That's gong to take alot of planning” 

Off the final 4-train stop in the Bronx, 
within 400 acres of woods, sits tomb in the 
shape of an Egyptian funeral barge. In tes 
Isidor Straus, the co-owner of Macy's, who 
went down with the Ticanic in 1912, along 
with his wie, Ida. They are the eldetiy cou 
ple on the bed, with water rising around 
‘hem, in James Cameron's Tita.) 

‘The Straus grave isa mecca for Titanic de 
hards, but their great-great granddaughter 
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Seous takes 
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named attr pop 
Starlite lazing 
Sulvan A 


sours, cur 
Frona Apples one 
‘of her best frends 
inthe instr. 
‘Shes been ani 
credible North Sat 
for me Straus say. 
They got matching 
tattoos 2020, and 
‘one of Straus’ naw 
Songsis named 
ater aly from 
Apples" Know” 


Onthe cover of 
Hold On Baby, 
Swaus poses with 
‘bam ow “Shes 
shrouding me with 
her wings, and im 
looking cunt and 
slam obviously 
Prince hed his 
‘doves think the 
‘ols mine” 


doesn’t really give a shit. “You know where 
Twill not be caught dead? There” she says, 
deadpan, and very much stil in Brooklyn, 

sooner die on a cruise ship than go t0 
that cemetery” 

Straus’ connection to history's most fe 
‘mous maritime disaster caused immediate 
online backlash in 2019 — even when she 
clarified that she is far from a spoiled heiress. 
“My family isso estranged on that side. 1 
didn't receive any coins” she says. “They're 
salty people.” 

Yet she understands why industry-plant 
Accusations are so prevalent in music. "Peo: 
ple are frustrated by the sociveconomie state 
‘ofthe industry? she says, “totally get where 
it comes from. I'm just not that girl, Pm not 
going to front lke | was some rich kid. There 
‘were tough moments, and there stil are” 

Straus’ parents, Oliver and Agnes, di 
vorced three years after she was born in 
1998; she stayed at her father’s studio on 
‘Wednesdays and weekends, “All wanted to 


‘She says now that she slipped into a hyper 
feminized persona on her frst album, almost 
asa way to mask behind her sudden fame. “1 
‘was this kid dealing with 950" popping off 
and my life changing, and 1 was fucking ter 
riled and insecure,” she says. “Cheap Queen 
was my armor, and now I don't need it. got 
rid of the armor” 

Straus and [ walk: to lunch in Willamsburg, 
passing by her old haunts. She's already ad: 
mitted she trusts no one from Los Angeles 
and can't drive, but this is where her Inner 
New Yorker truly comes out. She points to 
‘McCarren Park, where she played soccer as 
‘skid. Then she spies the apartment where an 
‘ld hookup used 10 live, 

“She had a boyfriend, and he was a Dj, 
she says casually. °I told him straight up, 
will fuck your girlriendifyou disrespect me 
And then 1 did. He started erying. 

An ad for Jell-O shots inthe window of a 
bar sparks another memory from a couple 
‘of months ago. “Iwas in Dallas at my favorite 


“I was like, ‘What is my purpose?’” she recalls 
thinking before this LP. “‘I'm not heartbroken; 
T'm not pissed at some girl. How do I write music 
if it’s not about getting back at someone?’” 


do was be in that fucking studio," she says 
“There's photos of me butt naked with a mi 
crophone, standing on that table. For kids, 
think it’s the shit. expands your brain. 
Other realms were more challenging. She 
rode horses and played sports, in part be- 
cause those activities helped her wrestle 
with questions of identity. “When you're a 
litle nonbinary kid and you put on a uniform 
that’s neutral and you get to put your mind 
{nto one activity and not think about all the 
‘other shit its realy healthy” she says. 
Straus says she knew she wasn'ta gia be 
fore she knew she was gay. “It ook me. long 
lime to figure out the language,” she says. 
'salways been a part of my music, Playing 
with it, discussing it, making jokes about it” 
Her parents found out she was queer 
when she was 1, after they read her texts 
“Ie as so glaringly obvious,” she says, “But 
honestly, twas no thang. Some parents have 
‘that moment where there's just that one blip 
of ike, ‘But grandchildren!” And then you're 
Tike, "You can have [ehildren] and be fully 
say. And they're like, ‘Oh! Never mind: 
Straus moved to L.A. to attend the USC 
‘Thornton School of Music, but lasted only a 
‘yea. 1950” came out less than a year ate, 
And on the same day her guitarist quit out of 
frustration thatthe band wasn't going any- 
‘where, Straus gota meeting with Mark Ron- 
son, who promptly signed her to is Colum: 
Dba Records imprint, Zelig. “He allowed me 
tobe me,’ she says. “And he saw the value in 
‘that, instead of trying to be lke, ‘Well, you 
did this and this..." 


say club, called the Round-Up, and that was 
‘my dinner” she says proualy. "T had about 
seven to 12 [shots]. Delicious." 

Earlier this year, she opened for Kacey 
Musgraves alongside the queer trio Muna, 
“Kacey made a conscious decision to bring 
‘out people that were reflective of what the 
audience looked lke,” Straus says. “I thought 
that was a really fucking e00! move: 

Then she gets frustrated, thinking about 
the low percentage of out queer artists in 
mus, “I's stil not the norm,” she says. It 
bothers her that LGBTQ artists are reductively 
grouped into playlists, even if their music 
sounds nothing alike. “White Male Pop, as 
playlist” she quips. “Could you imagine? 

“We're stil the minority,” she concludes. 

"We've got to unity. That's my biggest thing, 
We've got each other” 

Straus has been getting noticed on the 
street more these days, especially in her 
‘hometown, “It’s been a lot of realy sweet, 
positive messages from the gays,” she says. 

This old man stopped me on the street 
today and was like, “Hove your work’ I was 
like, ‘Oh! Reaching different demographics!" 

‘Ina moment lke this i's hard not to feel 
like she's taking her rightful place in a long 
lineage of gmorously disheveled downtown 
rebels — people like Lou Reed, Patti Smith, 
and David Bowie. Maybe the best compat 
son, with her unfadeable bravado and hair 
perfectly ou of place, is jullan Casablancas 
fora new generation of LGBTO kids. 

“That's my goal," she says, smiling. “Justin 
‘trench coat." anoiemarroccio 
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COMMUNION 


MUSE FOSTERS COMMUNITY 
BETWEEN THE LINES OF YOUR 
FAVORITE SONG 


Jim Ben, 
WecOMe ES Sessions 


In our second Welcome Sessions 
feature with Jim Beam, we dig 
beneath the live music frills to 

explore how strangers in the 
crowd become quick friends by 
talking to the supergroup and 
their most passionate fans 


Written by Kwasl Boadi 


ALL TOGETHER 


ro MSI 


WATCH MUSE REUNITE WITH THEIR COMMUNITY 


Rol 


COME HOME TO 
CAT CHOW’ 


‘TAKE COMFORT IN OVER 5O YEARS 
(OF TRUSTED NUTRITION 
SEPURINA 


PURINA 
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DOCUMENTARY 


Ethan Coen 
Takes on Jerry 
Lee Lewis 


He thought he was done making movies. 
Now, he and his wife-collaborator, Tri 
Gooke, are back with the story of the Killer 


filmmaker knew “Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ 


‘On” and “Great Ball of Fie.” He knew about Lewis 
marrying his 13-year-old cousin in 1958 and the ensu 
ing scandal ~ but that was about it, Coen had also, by 
his own admission, “eft the movie business.” Then, 


hhe and his wife, lm editor Tricka Cooke, found ther 
selves several weeks into @ lockdown in the spring 
(of 2020. “I think [the mentality] was: We'd make a 
movie about almost anything right now.” Coen says. 
Tt was around that point that they gota call from 
music producer Tone Burnett, proposing a Lewis 
doc. Two years later, Coen and Cooke's Jerry L 
Lewis: Trouble in Mind, due for release through A24 


this year, presents a portrait ofthe Killer in his own 
Told solely through archival clips, TV appe 
ances, and concert footage, the movie liberally skips 
around through his life, with an emphasis on the sec 
‘ond phase of Lewis’ career as a country & western 
artist. You get a sense of who the man banging the 
1eys and kicking away stools back in the day was: 
crazed, righteous, untamed, talented as hel. 

“We dida’t want to do... the volee-oF God, his: 
tory-oFrack movie," Coen says, “The mare you see 
‘aging rock stars talk about what a great influence he 
is while sitting infront of a bland background, the 
more depressing itis." Adds Cooke: "We're both fans 
of ‘Let the artist do their own talking’ And because 
we hal access to 50 much 


tage ~ because Jerry 
been performing for decades ~ it was easy 0 
piece that together” aawrean 
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Back to the 
Future With 
Bachata’s 
Superstar 


Romeo Santos made the 
music industry come to 
him. Now he's got the 

‘Formula’ to do it again 


By JULYSSA LOPEZ 


ists needed to follawa stereo 
typical erossover path tog 
slobal attention, Major acts, 
such a Bad Bunny and Malt: 
‘ma, debunked that idea by 
becoming undeniable stars 


Without changing their sound 
‘or style to fit into the Anglo 
pop world. But years before 
either artist came along, it 

was Romteo Santos ~ the 
dimpled bachata heartthrob 
know for his sky grazing 
falsetto ~ who helped pave 
the way by refusing to give 
io the indust 


Santos got his start singing 
in New York inthe legendary 
boy band Aventura, which 
brought the traditional Do- 


minican genre of bachata to 
the mainstream. He launched 
a solo career in 2011 with For: 
mula Vol, head-turning 

debut that featured massive 

mes, including Usher, 

who performed on the song 

Promise" “I was one of the 
first to really be like, ‘No, 


th want these artists to 
sing in my Latin rhythm, 
Santos says n'a recent Zoom 


cal from Miami, where 
lives, "To see now, a decade 
later, that some ofthe biggest 
records inthis industry have 
thar essence of Latin muse, 1 
feel like 1 was part ofthat.” 
Formula Vol. was a huge 
suecess, snd 2014s Formula 


Vol, 2 was even bolder 
Ever since, as he's worked 
‘on ther wildly popular 
projects, fans have alway’ 
‘wondered if, and when, they 
‘might get a third volume 
‘of Formula. Santos hasn't 


‘been toally sure elther ~ but 
during the pandemic, he 
started working 0 

songs that felt striking and 


anexpected, fll of fusions 
and collaborations that cn: 
‘tinued to slingshot bachata 
into the future, He played 
them for friends, and they all 
hhad the same reaction: “This 
feels like Formula” 

That's how he decided 
he was finally ready to give 
people Formula Vol. 3, aut 
this summer. “Te never 
been afraid to experiment 
with bachata. Pye always 
been able to create ideas 
that aren’t the norm, un: 

hod” he says. "There 
are some music proposals 
that people are going to be 
shocked to hear, because 


Pye never done them before 
with artists that clearly are 
stretching the limits of 
bbachata is something Santo 

has been doing since his 
Aventura days. The band 
‘came together inthe Bronx 
in the Nineties; Santos was 
Justa teenager and be 

‘came the lead singer. The 
foursome originally called 
themselves Los Tinellers, but 
ater changing their name, 


they released their debut a 
Aventura in 198, Immedi 
ately, they drew attention 
or taking bachata ~a genre 
that’s been historically 
stracized and vilified since 
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AShort Guideto 
Romeo Santos” 
‘Formula’ Series 


oi debt tha 
to US. radia, Instead, 


and Nick Mina ting 
i Spanish, coli 


blooming among the Domin 
Jean Republic's working cla 
and blending it with sleek 
R&D and hip-hop, To Santos, 
their approach was simply 
elect 
influences around the band 
as they grew up. “mean, 
I would sound cool to tel 


n ofthe musical 


you we were scientists with 
our shit," Santos says. "We 
studied, but it wasn’t even 
about studying. tt was just so 
Aventura broke records 
with blockbusters like 2002' 
We Broke the Rulesand 
2009's The Last Though the 
band split up fora few year 
to pursue solo work, fans 
rejoiced in 2019, when the 
members announced they 


‘were reuniting for their first 
tour ina decade, The tour 


sold out in minutes and post 
tioned! them 


cessful comeback, but sadly 
several dates were canceled 
because of the pandemic. 

The guy kept making waves 


anyway, tapping Bad Bunny 
for 202s “Volvi™—a track 


sto Rican superstar 
immediately loved. “I said, 
‘Listen, 'm pretty sure you're 
working on pretty huge 
shi, bur this is just an idea 
Ihave, Santos recalls tell 
Bad Bunny. “The response 
\was Hell yeah" without even 
listening to the idea 

‘When we talk, Santos is 
putting the final touches on 
Formula Vo. 3, perfectly 


timed to a renaissance 
happening right now: Along. 
swith Bad Bunny, ats ike 
Rosalia, the Weeknd, C 
Tangana, and Nathy Peluso 
have all jumped on bachata 
inthe past year. Other Latin 
entes, including Dominican 
‘lembors, haye gone global, 
and Latin stars are now some 
of the biggest on the plan 
confirming what Santos 
always knew: “We were 
always fy, We were always: 
killing it. But now, everyone 
paying attention.” © 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Say Sue Me: 
Sweet Indie 
Rock from 

the Seaside 


Close-knit South Korean band aims 
Jor ‘bright energy rather than 
sadness’ on their great new album 


WULD BARELY SPEAK when Twas four 
years old" says Sumi Chol. “But I did 
sing, and I would sing this very sad 
song." There's pleasant candor in conver 
sation with Choi, 34, the lead vocalist ofthe 
Busan, South Korea, quartet Say Sue Me: 
Even across Zoom, and with assistance from 
an interpreter, its evident that the cozy surf 
rock that has brought the group an interna 
tional audience is rooted in the members’ 
easygoing attitudes. On thelr third album, 
‘The Last Thing Left, Choi and her bandmates 

guitarist and songwriter Byungkyu Kim, 
37; drummer Sungwan Lim, 34; and bassist 
Jaeyoung Kim, 25 ~ expand their range with 
‘more emotional nuance and bigger melo- 
dies than ever before. "We've always been 
sincere," Choi says, “But we want to deliver 
bright energy rather than sadness.” 

Say Sue Me have never been tied to the 
prevailing musical trends in thelr home 
country. Since they're based in a sunny 
beachside city 200 miles southeast of 
Seoul, the densely populated capital, they 
are far from South Korea's biggest pop 
star and underground acts alike. They're 
rot working in the mold of the past th 
decades of Korean indie bands, either: 

‘We listen toa lot of American indie rock 
musi" Chot says. Byungkoyu Kim adds a 
lovely sentiment: "Everything in Korea is fo 
cused on Seoul, but we were born in Busan 
and never lft, We can find meaning here.” 

‘The band practices in a space close 10 
Busan’s Gwangall Beach, whose crystalline 
cove faces skyscrapers, restaurants, bars, 
and hotels, Theresa feeling of genuine 
camaraderie atthe heart of the group's 
‘musi, which can make the lonely process 
of songwriting challenging for Kim, “But 
‘when we come together and record,” he 
adds, “thats whem i's fun.” soswun uneoo me 


« 
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Billy Eichner’s Big Gay 
Hollywood Rom-Com 


The co-writer and star 
of Bros’ explains how he 
made a landmark same- 
sex comedy for the ages 
By BRIAN HIATT. 


Fichner, "and 
treat it the same way they would 
Bridesmaids or Forgetting Sarah Mar- 
shall” Eichner isthe star of Bras, the 
groundbreaking, instant-classic gay 
rom-com that he also co-wrote, which 
is due In theaters Sept, 30, with a big 
push from Universal Studios. In the 
‘movie, co-written and directed by Nick 
Stoller (who also directed Sarah Mar- 
shall) and co-produced by Judd Ap- 
tow, Eichner plays Bobby, a media 
personality who finds his neurotic self 
sulficiency disrupted when he fall in 
love with Aaron (Luke Macfarlane), 
a guileless lawyer, For Eichner, argu 
bly still best known for the daredevil 
comedy of his pedestrian-accosting, 
celebrity-razzing series Billy on the 
Street, becoming a leading man at 43 
feels tke a belated return to a path he 
always meant to pursue. “Asa ki, you 
don’t think,‘ could be the star of this 
movie iFonly 1 wasn’t gay,” he says. 
“Lwent to see Tom Hanks movies and 
thought, I could do something like 
that! Te was only in my mid-twenties 
‘when I started to think, ‘ll be hucky 
IFT can just play the neighbor on a sit 
‘com, Because that’s what Hollywood 
vas telling me” 


‘A romantic comedy that’s not 
about straight people opens the 
door for tons of fresh material. 

Is a peek at a culture of dating and 
sex that straight people think they un- 
derstand, but they dom. Two men to: 
gether isa very specific romantic situs 
tion, Because yes, we're ay. But we're 
still men, I think straight people think 
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always say to my stralghe male friends, 
“Think about all the weird, fucked-up 
male shit you have in your brain, about 
sex and monogamy and being vulners- 


‘le, an non times that by two.” Thats 
‘a complicated situation, and we've re 
ally never seen itexplored 

Bobby's opening rant, excerpted 
inthe trailer, isa brilliant meta attack 
‘on the ides of making a gay movie 
that'd make straight guys comfort- 
able. How did you come up with it? 
W’sbeen on my mind. We're getting so 
much queer content, and it’ all great 
and a sigh of progress, But queer peo: 
ple have spent alot of time telling sto 
ries about ourselves while being con: 
‘cerned that we're palatable to straight 
audiences. For me and a lot of my 
friends, when we watch some of those 
shows, although there are gay char 
acters, we don't recognize those peo 
ple. They're two-dimensional, wear 
ing cutesy litle outfits, and its all done 
With this satrial veil, One of my’goals 
with Bras was to lose that archness 
and have the characters feel lke fully 
fleshed-out, complicated, funny, sad, 
three-dimensional people, 

Sexuality aside, abig, lush, urbar 
‘studio comedy about grown-ups is 
‘actually @ throwback at this point. 
Fm in my forties, and | Took around at 
movies in general - especially come: 
dies —and say, “Where are the adult 
ILaughs.| 1 grew up with those great 
fumes L. Brooks movies and Nora Eph 
ron movies and Woody Allen mov 
Fes, [wanted to hold [Bros] to higher 
standard than what's passing for rom: 
‘coms these days. But as much as love 
Broadcast News, Moonstruck, Annie 
Hall, Tootsie, LGBTQ people are com 
pletely ignored in those worlds. We 
Weren't even the best friend! 

You've said that you never expe- 
rlenced homophobia until you en- 
tered the entertainment business. 
‘What form did that take? 

In 2006, 1 had a manager who repre 
sented a lot of Broadway talent. She 
sald, “I'm inviting big agents to your 
next stage show. Can you make it a lit 
ie less gay ts month?” Iwas shocked. 
Ie was insulting, and also impractical, 


because that would be like literally 
changing my entire personality. said, 
“You don’t really know what you's 
dealing with, because 1 have a rebel 
lious streak, and 'm not going to deal 
with that shit [1 got signed anyway 
‘But she wasn't wrong. It was a real ob 
stacle in my comedy atthe time, 

‘What was it like coming to terms 
with your identity growing up? 
My perspective on these things has al 
ways been so skewed, because I w: 
‘bor and raised in New York City, with 
very liberal, accepting parents who 
both lived in the West Village lke in 
the Sixties and the Seventies. And I'm 
not saying they were dying for me to 
‘he gay, but they knew who Iwas really 
early on, and they were so supportive, 

There's a part in Bros where 
teacher questions whether elemen- 
tary-school kids are old enough to 
learn about gay history. Did that 
‘end up being more timely than you 
‘expected, given what's going on in 
Florida with the “Don't Say Gay" law? 
T could not have anticipated that. in 
fact, I remember writing that [part] 
and thinking, “I hope people don’t 
think that this is unrealistic” because 
it seemed that we were making prog 
ress, But we were never taught our 
‘own history as LGBTQ people, even in 
threadbare, eneralized way. We have. 
nosense of ourselves historically, And | 
don’t think we realize what that dit 
us, [to] know nothing about ourselves, 

‘What's the closest experience 
you'vehadin real life tothe romance 
inthe movie, where your sel- 
‘character finds himself falling in love 
for the first time relatively late in life? 
Thad an experience in my mid-thirties 
Where I had not seriously dated any 
‘one ina longtime, and, all ofa sudden, 
met someone who really shook m 
up, who L fell for very quickly. It was 


Shortlved. But it id open my eyes in 
terms of relationships and made me 
think, “Oh, maybe I shouldn't com 
pletely ignore that part of my life? 
1 as talking to friends about it, and 
they said, “Wow, Bill has feelings! 
Anyway, tht did't work out, and then 
put the wall right backup! [Laughs 

You're working with Paul Rudnick 
fon a movie for Amazon called Ex- 
Husbands. How's that coming? 
We're just starting to write i, but tm 
very excited, Sitting around during 
Covid, I thought, “What IF we did a 
say version of The War ofthe Roses? 
Because we see so many happy gay 
couples. We get gay people fling in 
Jove and everything is beautiful and 
hhunky-dory. This isthe other side Just 
because we can get martied doesnt 
‘mean marriage i the answer to every 
thing for gay people and that ll those 
marviages are gonna work out. And 
there's a certain pressure on LGBTQ 
people who get married o relly try 0 
‘work cout. 80 I thought the idea ofa 
tay divorce would be realy Funny. 

You stopped doing Billy on the 
Stroet in 2017, but culturally it feels 
e's never let. 
1s had a whole new life over the 
course ofthe pandemie. I's on stream. 
ing services, andthe bigest thing ofall 
Toecame THkTok ~ whieh, 1 don't have 
a TIkTok page! Fans started 10 rip the 
clips, and there are multiple Billy on 
the tect pages on TikTok with malions 
‘upon millions of views. took. look the 
ether day and) there was one clip with 
50 milion views. There are probably 
{2yearolds watching them who were 
literally not born when 1 fst started 
doing them, which is really shocking 
Jt just eps having this crazy altri. 

Youhad a momenton there years 
ago with Chris Pratt. You tell him 
something like, "Someday you're 
gonna play gay and win an Oscar, 
and I'm still gonna be on the street 
doing this shit” 

Iwas Kidding. And it wasn't Kidding 
Although, look at me nowe [Laughs | 
So 1 mean, hell stil win an Oscar for 
playing gay, but t'm not onthe street 
anymore. At east get robe ina movie 
playing gy also. So that is progress. © 
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We Are Living Through 
the Worst Eighties Reboot 


Putin’s invasion of Ukraine is bringing back Cold War anxiety — 


for the MTV generation, it’s a nightmare that never went away 


By ROB SHEFFIELD 


HE PAST FEW YEARS have seen 
plenty of Eighties revivals. But 
here’s one nobody wanted to see: 
the resurgence of Cold War ans 
lety. When the Soviet Union col 

lapsed in 1991, seemed like the end for pop 

culture's obsession with the threat of World 

‘War Il But with Putin's war on Ukraine, and 

America waking up to the idea of Russia as a 

nuclear threat, a speciic kind of Us vs. Them 

read is back from the past. And we're not 
equipped to handle it 

"The apocalyptic imagination was on fire 
inthe Eighties, the soundtrack to the era of 
‘The Day After, asthe world reached the brink 
of getting blown up. Its weird how today 
you hear mega-famous tunes like 1999" or 

Luttballons* or “The Final Countdown" 
without even noticing that they're explicit 

Eighties songs about nuclear annihilation, 

which people were expecting any day. Now 

It's easy 10 enjoy a movie like Top Gun as a 

kitschy little rom-com, with the cinema's 

‘most erotically charged volleyball orgy, rath 

erthan propaganda for dropping the BigOne. 

But in 2022, that old-school anxiety is 
returning, for the fist time in cultural mem 
ory. Hell, there's even a Top Gun reboot this 
summer, staring Tom Cruise as Maverick, 
as if the volleyball never ended, It definitely 
hits differently than it would have a year ago. 
Yet Cold Waroomsday culture has ava 
remained wily popular, even afer the con 
text has been forgotten, 

‘Case in point; "Crazy Train," a song that 
nobody today is surprised to hear at a wed: 
ding, a prom, a football game, or an SUV ad 
full of happy children singing along. “Crazy 
Train’ wasa bluntly obvious song about the 
nucleararms race and the helpless terror 
felt by even the most pampered of citizens, 
including rock stars. As Ozzy Osbourne 
sings, “Helrs of a Cold War, that’s what 
‘we've become/Inheriting troubles, P'm men: 
tally numb!" And Ozzy would much rather 
go numb some other way. Anyone could 
hear that "Crazy Train” was a rant against 
evil minds that plot destruction. But now it 
‘means your sister's wedding DJ is taking re 
‘quests, and Uncle Tony is goin’ of the rails 

It's tough to overstate how deeply the 
atomic threat saturated every comer of the 
culture in those days. So dig, if you will, the 
picture: As the 1980s begin, the planet is run 
by two superpowers basing their decisions 


ILWUSTRATION BY Max-o-matic 


‘on the assumption they'll soon be inciner- 
ating 400 million or 500 milion ofthe eit 
jaens in a nuclear war. This is Plan A. In the 
‘USSR, the guy with is finger on the litle red 
‘button isa seventysomething drunk named 
Leonid Brezhnev, boozing his way to his next 
stroke. In the USA, it's a seventysomething 
actor named Ronald Reagan, who announe- 
fs, "Eighty percent of air pollution comes 
from plants and trees.” These are the minds 
‘entrusted with the nuclear-launch codes. So 
Jong, farewell, auf Wiederschen, good night. 

‘Music was fixated on the question of 
human life after the apocalypse ~ what 
would it look like? Would it even exist? And 
(because this was pop music) how would 
that affect making out? It was there in the 
survivalist metal of Saxon, who told MTV 
they wore armor to prepare to fight for theit 
food in the postnuke badlands. It was there 
In P-Funk, who called their beat “The Bomb." 
Ie was there in even the silliest pop groups 
like Bow Wow Wow ~ thei hie “Jungle boy” 
‘was about running off t the wilderness to 
have frantic constant sex, because “when the 
city turns to rubble, big rouble! 


Cold War- 
doomsday 
culture 

has always 
remained 
wildly popular, 
even after 

the original 
context has 
been forgotten, 


But the songs and movies stayed popu 
lar after the Cold War ended, even as the 
nation was eager to forget it ever happened. 
Now that panic Is back, forcing America to 
confront longecherished myths about the 
past, along with buried fears about the fu 
ture. But the Cold War revival is a shock to 
‘the cultural imagination 

‘There was a hit movie a few years ago 
called Yesterday, a hugely popular rom-com 
about a world where the Beatles have dis: 
appeared into a memory hole, so there's 
‘only one person alive who knows their 
songs. When he plays a gig in Moscow, the 
‘rowel happily sings along with “Back in the 
USS.R.y even the line “The Ukraine giels 
really knock me out.” This scene was already 
beyond belief in 2019 ~ nobody involved 
knew Russia and Ukraine weren't the same 
‘country any more? Or that thousands of peo: 
ple had been killed fighting over i Yet that 
‘oblivion wasn’t am oddity. Te was America’s 
Fantasy of the world fora longtime. A fantasy 
‘where the Cold War was over and the US. 
won. A fantasy wherein America spent 30 
‘years. But that fantasy was yesterday. @ 


July-August 2022 | Raling Stone | 33 


Las 
The Mix 


woman the sate 
Jeers: 
tpt weeny 
ateroeh rebrand Hare 
Tnneyeadgi tamed 
ian Eland’ Dorset 
anes elite 
Main alas fort by 
ferulege sore, tam, 
the ecard eo ent 
peti ayes who wat 
sea ateyar od Doe 
ileal wot the cae 
workin thereon cet — 
rendering word ke "ie 
fe" enpement and 
ot ashe which 
sage he ao nh 
nnd Els ranlaton 
afte book the prt 
cf tong her eng or 
trip of eos pot Don 
Dace “are eat 
cf oe wing see 
bearer ane ogra 
fie her havea 
fengooter broly ene 
theta dheslsdbeen 
jecongancr ay ie 
ccc oea same ok 
abt burrs fel ery 
imp th ae ad 


Your last few projects 
have looked at the world at 
large. Why did you decide 
to localize this one? 

With (my 201 album! Let 
England Shake, twas s0 
absorbed with reading war 
poets, Quite often poems of 
seat beauty are describing 
something very violent oF 
very ugly, and this was really 
Intriguing wo me, That was 
what began to get me inter 
‘ested in wanting to become 
better poet..1've always 
followed my instinct asa 
writer, and my instinet was 
telling me I needed to change 
the scale to come back down, 
toa small scale. One person, 
‘one village, one wood — 
somewhere to sort of gather 
my energies again, 

Did you grow up 
‘speaking “Dorset” in the 
Seventies and Eighties? 
‘There were certain phrases 
that you'd hear. A phrase I 
remember that {used in the 
book was “Seeming L” We 
would say, "Well, it seems to 
me that this person is." But 
instead of saying 
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O&A 


PJ Harvey 


On her surreal new novel, loving Elvis, reconsidering her 
early work, and the irresistible allure of darkness 


tomey they go, “Seeming 
1 And [remember things 
like “erat”; that’s your 
afternoon lunch, 
‘appreciated the dirty 
words in the Dorset dialect, 
to0, lke “"munter” which 
you wrote ina footnote 
meant “fugly” 
Yeah (laughs). had alot oF 
fun writing this book. I really 
wanted ito be nat only a 
book of alot of dark and 
very sensitive and emotion 
al things, but also of great 
humor. As you can see, 1 


By KORY GROW 


used the language to my 
advantage in doing that 
What attracts you to 
writing about “dark 
things,” as you put it? 
les just a natural inclination 
to look under the surface. 
Tbe the person that 
would want to pick up the 
stone and see what was 
underneath it not look at 
the beaurifal stone on the 
surface, 've always had that 
‘curiosity I guess not every 
‘one has that desire. It 
doesn’t feel dark ro me. 


‘There's alot of folklore 
inthis book — like, “You 
‘should not eat blackberries 
after September” Are you 
‘superstitious yourself? 
[studied the folklore month 
by month, and I wrote the 
poems month by month. A 
Jot of those superstitions do 
lodge themselves inside you, 
don't they? I don't know 
bout you, but stil eel abit 
worried about walking under 
a ladder, and breaking a mir: 


ror, all ofthese superstitions 
that grew thousands of years 


ago, maybe as a warning to 
take 

The book has character 
named Wyman-EWvis who 
sings “Love Me Tender.” 
What does Elvis Presley 
‘mean to you? 

Well, loved Elvis, as alot of 
children of my era did, and 
Istil lve Elvis. [ove every: 
thing about him. 1 could lose 
‘myself in that voice, but not 
‘ly that, the way he looked 
as well He is almost a godlike 
figure in Orlam, 

‘didn’t realize you were 
sucha fan. You've never 
recorded Elvis covers. 

Oh, Ido meditate on Elis 
songs to myself. I very often 
play his work atthe piano, 

Recently, a Guardian 
profile of you described 
you as “one-time muse of 
Nick Cave.” Does that irk 
you afterall these years? 
‘That's happened all my life. 
Iedoesn't upset me in any 
way. And it must be hard for 
Nick as well, bu that's just 
the way things are. 

Over the past few yoars, 
you have released the 
demos to every album 
you've put out so far. Did 
that make you hear any of 
yur songs differently? 
Yeah, itwas interesting 
actually made me want to go 
back to demo’ing on my four 
‘rack again. This last album, 
ve just done, I terally sang 
Inthe phone; {didn't even 
demo it, because I didn’t 
want fo et attached to the 
demo versions, But then el 
like Pd missed out on an 
Important part ofthe pro 
cess, so it made me want to 
start doing that again. 

(On yourlast tour, you 
‘sang Rid of Me's "Soft 
Queenie" How do those 
carly songs, where you're 
hollering, feel to you now? 
I was in my late teens, eatly 
twenties when Td written 
some of those songs. AC that 
time, it wasa type of 
expression Ineeded. And 
things change. You get older. 
‘Not al ofthe somgs I eel able 
toplay anymore, as mach ast 
love them, because [foe that 
'm now an older woman that 
couldn't sing those words, 
with any conviction, But 
Oft Queenie” Ican, because 


that's character that Lean. 
imagine, and I can inhabit. © 
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CeO wiry 


From Hockey Goon 
to Psychedelics Guru 


Over four years in the NHL, Riley Cote pushed his body 
to its limit. After his playing days, he expanded his mind 
By STEVE VOLK 


LEY corer journey to 
enlightenment began 
in earnest when a hulk 
Ing man punched him in 
the face. Cote, now 40 

and retired from professional hockey, 

remembers the moment with a dark 
laugh. He'd gotten into this particular 

Dust up one night during the 2009 sea 

son with one of the NHL's most vicious 

Fighters, and took the worst a it, wake 

ing the next day with his lft eye black 

‘ened shut 

What,” he asked himself, “am 1 
doing? 

He drove tothe Philadelphia Flyers 
training faci and wo into the show 
cr, Feeling congested, he reached for a 
tissue. He didnt realize he'd suffered a 
‘cracked sinus, so what happened next 
was physies. When he blew his nose, 
the air~ rather than coming out of his 
nostrils ~ Inflated his face. The pees 
sure surged instantly behind his good 
eye and closed it ight. 

Team trainer Derek Settlemyre 
heard Cote scream, “His whole face 
had swollen up,” Settlemyre recalls, 
“we tell them, ifthey think they havea 
fracture, ‘Don't blow your nose’ ~ and 
he dia” 

After eight years in pro hockey (four 
in the NHL, four hopping around its 
minor league teams), Cote felt his re 
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tirement bearing down. As an NHL 
enforces” ~ a player whose main 
role isto get into fights ~ he'd taken 
‘countless hits on the ice. Of it, he self 
medicated with booxe and drugs. He'd 
‘brutalized his body inside and out by 
the tender age of 28, “I damaged my 
Drain,” Cote says. "Punching it and de 
hydrating it and partying my ass off 

Today, Cote is a new man, with 
a mane of long brown hair, a yor 
trimmed physique, and an aura of ease 
in his own skin. 1's a transformation 
he cre largely to psychedelic drugs. 
Since retiring, Cote has emerged as 
‘one of the sports world’s most vocal 
advocates for what he calls “plant 
medicines” ~ from cannabis, itself a 
light psychedelic, to weightier hallu: 
inogens including DMT and magic 
mushrooms ~ to treat post-concussion 
symptoms (think headaches, insomnia, 
depression, and possibly, the degener: 
ative brain condition known as chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy, or CTE), 
In 2017, Cote co-founded Athletes for 
(Care, a group that promotes research 
into the physical and emotional health 
issues athletes face and novel paths for 
treatment, He regularly speaks at con- 
ferences om the benefits of psychedel 
Jes. And, perhaps most important, he 
reaches out to players who are known 
to be struggling postcareer, even ar 
ranging magicmushroom ceremonies 
Where they can safely experiment with 
psychedelics. 


Cote understands the hesitation sur 
rounding these drugs. While psyche: 
dees fill him with “love,” “gratitude,” 
and a “connection to a higher energy 
source,” they are technically illegal 
throughout most of the U.S. Beyond 
that, the experience, whether goad or 
‘bad, can be intense, Certain users ex 
perience not just so-called bad trips, 
‘but also psychotic breaks from reality. 
Cote says talking toa firsttimer about 
using psychedelic is basically ike ask 
ing them: “Do you want to see God? 
Are you sure?” The ask is so big, the 
answer is often no, 


COTE WAS WoRRIED when he walked 
lino the lunch area at the Good Hope 
House Retreat Center in Jamaica one 
day in April, gota green smoothie, and 
Waited for one ofthe biggest weekends 
‘of his life to unfold, An ESPN crew was 
‘coming to film a magie-mushroom cere: 
‘mony he'd helped onganize fora group 
Of retired athletes, including former 
players from the NHL and NFL. All ad 
pledged to eat “breakthrough” doses 
~ enough, that is, to induce a mystical 
state ~ of mushrooms containing pile 
ceybin, which is legal in Jamaica 

"The opportunity to showcase mush 
rooms as medieine to a mainstream 
television audience was a precious 
thing, but as Cote sat with some early 
arrivals, he couldn't enjoy it. He 
kept mulling a more practical con. 
cern: Would everyone actually show 


‘up? Two people in particular ~ Steve 
Downle, an ex-iyers teammate, and 
Justin Renfross, a former NFL lineman 

were due any minute. OF not. In the 
past I years, Cote has invited a lt of 
people to venture down the magie 
‘mushroom path, and most who say yes 
subsequently run into exeuses not to 
follow through. Infact, second thought 
declinations are so common in Cote's 
experience that he doesn't judge any 
‘one for them, 

I's scary, right?" Cote says. 
“There's a fear associated with it 
There's lot of unknowns, like, ‘Where 
a | going? What ast getting mysell 
into? Tt all sounds grand when you're 
sitting on your couch, you know, and 
talking about it via text or phone. But 
when you've actually got tobe commit 
{ed to something and actually doit, ies 
another story” 


There is some irony here. Since Cote 
began proselytizing, scientific research 
bolstering the ease for psychedelies 
has accumulated, Johns Hopkins Unt 
versity in Baltimore established a een- 
ter for psychedelic and consciousness 
research in 2018, and has published 

peer-reviewed papers that indicate 
psychedelies help treat depression, 
promote psychological insight, allev 
ate anxiety in cancer patients, break 
smoking addiction, and improve over 
all life satisfaction. In 2018, the Food 
and Drug Administration, which had 
for decades held the ine against psy 


chedelics, granted “breakthrough 
therapy” status to psilocybin use for 
severe depression, an act designed to 
accelerate the drug development and 
review process. MDMA, better known 


as the club drug Eestasy, also won 
breakthrough status, and could receive 
full approval to treat posttraumatic 
stress disorder next yea 

At the same time, the discovery 
of CTE has created a crisis across 


all contact sports, linked to myriad 
symptoms, including memory loss, 
confusion, impaired judgment, impulse 
control problems, aggression, depres 
sion, anxiety, suicidal 


ind pr 
sive dementia, The condition can only 
be confirmed after death, but the list 
ofthe dead with CTE is long, including 
four soccer players, more than 300 
NFL players, and at least a dozen 
high-profile hockey players: Stan Miki 


psychedelics have really potent ant 
inflammatory effects," says Holland 
‘who is also a longtime medical advis 
le forthe Multidisciplinary Association 
for Psychedelic Stes, or MAPS, “The 
‘other thing i, they're being explored 
for treating neurodegenerative disor 
ders, including chronic traumatic en: 
cephalopathy. These athletes that get 
‘multiple lows to the head [represent] 
a case where you really need not only 
antiinflammatory effects, but this pur 
Ported neuroplasticity that comes with 
psychedelic: 

Studies largely involving rodents 
suggest that peychedelics reduce neu 


roinflammation, a key component of 
both Alzheimer's disease and CTE 
produce healing from brain injury 
and possibly even prompt neurogene- 
sis, or the birth of new neurons, They 
have 


been shown to increase the 
density of dendritic spines — small 
protrusions found on nerve cells — in 
{um spurring the growth of neuronal 
connections that can be lost in cases 
of chronie stress or depression, Some 
human experiments suggest that psy 
chedelies reduce activity in the default 
mode network (DMN), a web of con 
nected brain regions responsible for 
selFawareness, social thinking, and 
‘thoughts about the past and future. 
The mystic feelings that uses ike Cote 
report ~ such asthe loss of a sense of 


self and the ability to set aside the past 
fr think afresh about the future — are 
thought to arise from this reset oF the 
DMN. 

Cote started Athletes for Care with 
such edgier therapies in mind ~ intially 
jst cannabis, andl then paychedelics as 

the encouraging science 
grew. And while he might 


SACOM 0 be the group's most fa 


treat the ef 


traumatic briny. 


ta, Hob Probert, Derek Boogaard, Jelf 
Parker, Wade Belak, Larry Zeidel, Reg 
le Fleming, Rick Martin, Steve Monta 
dor, Zarley Zalapski, Todd Ewen, and 
Dan Maloney. 

Dr, Julle Holland, a practicing New 
York psychiatrist and psychedelics 
expert, says the application of psyche 
dllies to sports medicine is new, but 
makes sense based on the current sc 
entific literature, "We know that many 


‘mous retiree (members in 
clude former NFL star run: 
ning backs Tiki Barber and 
Chris Johnson, and former 
UPC champ “Bas” Rutten), he looms as 
perhaps its most pivotal figure. He is a 
partner in a hemp-derived CHD recav 
ery produet line called bodyChe Welt 
ness and an adviser to Wake, a mult: 
pronged company that i collaborating 
with Baltimore's Lieber Institute for 
Brain Medicine to use genetics research 


to develop psilocybin-hased treatments 
tailored to individual patients ~ a po: 
tentaly dramatic step toward eliminat 
ing “bad!” or ineffective trips. At AFC's 
most recent board meeting, in March, 
Cote led a deep discussion around psy 
chedelics, presenting the current body 
of research and urging the group to 
engthen lis commitment to incorpo: 
rate psychedelies into its work. 

Riley has been a leader inthis space 
for a long, long time,” says Marvin 
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‘Washington, a former NF. defensive 
{ineman, who won a Super Bovl with 
the Denver Broncos in the late Nineties 
and became a pro-cannabis activist in 
retirement. “He was the first athlete 1 
ever heard talking about psychedelies” 

The pair were at a cannabis: 
related conference several years ago 
\when Cote waxed on about the men: 
talhealth benefits associated with 
taking both small and reality-shifting 
doses of psilocybin. Washington was 
surprised and started checking out 
(Cotes claims, "He was right,” he says 
“He deserves alt of credit for being in 
s0 early on ll plant medicines” 


ey, as a teenager, Cote discovered 

that a bong hit in the morning 
helped him maintain his focus through 
along workout. Late, after his skill set 
proved unequal to becoming a scorer, 
he remodeled himselfasan “enforcer,” 
‘or goon, a hockey player whose main 
{pb isto punish opponents for any pen- 
alties the referee missed. Undersized 
forthe role at six feet ne and a playing 
‘weight of 220 pounds, Cote brawled 
his way into the league, racking. up 
‘more than 200 professional hockey 
fights. He Increased hls cannabis use 
then, smoking weed on a regular basis 
and finding that it helped him sleep, 
recover, and manage the anxiety and 
trauma of bare krwekle fighting, Magic 
‘mushrooms, when he took them, were 
more ofa party drug, a way to enfiance 
the lights and musicat a concert. 

Cote’s delivery while retelling his 
own Journey Is understated. But his 
presence speaks loudly. His face is 
‘rugged, with a nose that moves this 
‘way and that, lke a switchback tail, 
to suggest his past. His hands are 
gnarled. By the time he retired, he 
hhad accurmulated a litany of injuries: 
torn ligaments in both knees, a dislo- 
cated finger, broken ankle, separat- 
ced shoulder, three broken noses, and 
at least four diagnosed concussions. 
Cote knew back then that he need: 
fd to heal up, and intuitively want 
ed to build on his past experiences 
‘with cannabis and psychedelis, So he 
began reading deeply, discovering that 
‘cannabis and psychedelies bore rich 
histories as natural medicines. 

Cote also did as he learned, secu 
Ing five grams of mushrooms, oF what's 
‘known as a *heroke dase? for his first 
‘ceremonial trip. He set an intention 
to treat the experience as important, 
even sacred, and arranged his house 
for the occasion, putting on some am: 
Dient music, turning off the electric 
lights, and seting out a couple of can: 


I N Mis EARLY avs playing hock- 
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les, Still, nothing he'd read or done 
truly prepared him. 

Acknowledging the experience was 
“inelfable, indescribable,” Cote reaches 
for language, doing his best It was, he 
says, bliss, and an incredible sense of 
‘knowing. Eventually, he lands on some- 
‘hing particularly hard to explain topo: 
tential initiates:“I ele my ego dissolve." 

This specific result suggests an ad: 
ditional, perhaps unexpected use for 
psychedelics that might be uniquely 
valuable to athletes: “For a lot af ath 
Jetes, and these could be amateurs ot 
professionals,” says Cote, “everything 
‘you do froma very young age is geared 
toward achieving success in that sport 
Icbecomes your Identity” 

In Cote's case, the identity he'd 
spent so long forging for himself with 


Snider was open to cannabis. She 
ran a skin-care company that made 
products for cancer patients and knew 
Of the drug’s potential as medicine. 
She also helped get her father some 
‘cannabis for relief as he lay dying in 
2016. But the evolution of Cote's story 
hhas educated her, helping her see that 
psychedelics, top, bear importance 
‘ot just in the treatment of brain in- 
jury and CTE, but also to help former 
athletes lead productive, enjoyable 
postcareer ives. 

Within the Flyers family, Snider 
‘ays, she had too offen witnessed play 
cers suffer a “failure to launch’ after re 
tirement. She sadly recalls one player 
she declines to name who felt so lost 
after hockey he succumbed toaleohol 
ism and died of liver failure. “1 felt we 


“It’s scary, right? There’s a fear associated with 
[these drugs], a lot of unknowns, like, “What 
am I getting myself into?’ It all sounds grand 
when you're talking about it. But when you've 
got to actually do it, it’s another story.” 


blood and terror, “jacking up" his emo- 
tions to puneh people he did't hate 
and often admired, lifted off his shou! 
ders during that frst trip Uke he was 
“shedding his skin” with no more im 
portance ar difficulty than he'd re: 
move a coat, “Lelt..free," he says 

‘What Cote experienced was actually 
atypical effect reported by users, and 
Jeft him feeling like he could set hock- 
ey aside to “do whatever l wanted” He 
spent the next several years banging 
away at hisnew cause, eventually find 
Ing a high-profile supporter in Lindy 
Snider, former vice president for sales 
With the Plyers and daughter of the 
team’s beloved late owner, Ed Snider. 
ote called her and asked for a meet: 
ing, Snider says, and eame in quoting 
the science a it stood atthe time. She 
‘was impressed, 

“He's by far one ofthe leading voices 
In sports around these issues Snider 
says. "And the athletes he's brought 
int Athletes fr Care are all very si 
ilar. They've run the gauntlet in the 
physical realm like nobody else. And, 
‘you know, there's associated deeper 
meaning with looking at all of these 
alternative ways to ameliorate your 
health, your mental wellness, your 
state of being, and Riley is always look: 
ing at a higher state of being. What: 
‘ever those tools look ike that help us 
get there is what his mission is” 


failed him Snider says. “And it was 
this notion that there were things that 
‘could have helped him, and he did’ 
have access to this stull 

Its easy to imagine that athletes 
‘would prove particularly challeng 
ing to invite on ths kind of a trip, the 
hippie-dippy side of the experience 
too off putting for people so deeply 
taskoriented and rooted in their phys 
ical bodies, But Cote says they are no 
‘more resistant on that front than any- 
one else. “The spiritual side of th 
Is always more difficult to address, 
in general," he explains. “That's the 
world we're living in.” Sul, he row 
tinely pitches the physical benefits as 
his way in, and finds retired sports 
stars uniquely receptive, “Elite ath- 
letes are always looking for the nes 
best thing and how to optimize their 
performance,” he says. “The average 
Joe in the Western world doesnt gh 
a shit about optimization. They don’t 
feven know what that word means. 
‘They don't understand there's high 
ce levels of performance. So they just 
think that wherever they're at, that 
just the hand that God dealt them.” 

Washington, the retired NFL. player 
and cannabis activist, tried psilocybin 
after listening to Cote talk about it. He 
now describes it as the “next moon- 
shot” beyond cannabis legalization. 
He also credits the drug with helping 


him find a sense of himself “far greater 
than football” 
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that I'm really interested in is 
showing people not only ean 
\werecover and bea beacon of 
hope, but you can break out 
of what you think you need to 
stay in and do new things.” 

In science, a story like Car 
cillo's might be dismissed as 
only an aneedote, But his re 
covery is seemingly validated 
through brain seans. The 
ages Carcillo received from 
neurologists before he tried 
psilocybin showed a brain 
suffering from decreased con: Panipat 
nectvity. Big pockets of red Renfro Cote today (ef) with, 
signified areas of the brain former sta 
that weren't communicating. ‘mushroom ret own 
His slurred speech was a by 2nd Rentrow both had ife-changing 
product — the signals from 
fone part of his brain having to 
travel around these red areas, a slow 
down that affected his enunciation, 
According to Mark Wingertzahn, Wesa- 
na’s chief scientific officer, those initial 
scans qualified Carcillo for a diagnosis 
of moderate traumatic brain injury. 

After he'd come home, however, 
and continued his own ad hoe psilocy 
bin therapy for about six months, Car 
cillo got another set of scans. "What 
[doctors] were able to see Is, those 
areas of red may have gone down to 
blue, or in some cases white, which 
is consistent with that normal brain 
pattern,” says Wingertzahn, meaning 
Careillo’s brain was suddenly show- 
Ing greater connectivity and fune: 
tion, What interested Wingertzahn 
most, though, was what happened to 
Cacillo'ssymptoms, which the former and dry mouth. Noted side effects of Football League. “I played football 
hockey player sayshavebeen reduced, psychedelics, aside from that small injured since my sophomore year of 
onascale fom one 1010, toa number number who experience a psychotic high school, he says, explaining that 
ot even on the menu: “Zero.” break, and the occasional bour of nau- the grind slowly took its tll. 

‘The reduction of symptoms s what sea or insomnia, Include joy, calm, The Journeyman tackle told Cote he 
the FDA does care about, says Wing- increased awareness, selfconfidence, wasn't yoing to make it tothe retreat, 
ertzahn, who spent 25 years at pharma and a sometimes obnoxious desire to then secretly asked the universe for & 
companies, including Pfizer, get- tell everybody you meet about your sign. The night before the scheduled 


ting new drugs to market, He thinks awesome fucking experience, tip, he got one: a text message from 
psllocybinbased medicines willbe ap- Carll, during a Zoom call, smiles Wake, the psilocybin research compa 
proved in three to five years. and asks: “Are you interested in some- ny, delivered at Hill, atime hs fat 


Human trials have shown signifi-  thinglike that?" Itsthe same question, ly had always invested with mystic 
cant success inthe areas of depression, essentially, Cote has been asking for meaning. He felt it was his deceased 
death anxiety, smoking cessation, pos years - the seemingly obvious answer grandmother encouraging him to go. 

itive personality changes, and more, left hanging inthe ai. Cote’ old teammate Downie, mean. 
Not only that, a pair of studies have while, said yes to Jamaica, and then 
suggested that psilocybin treats de- [I pays before Cote left for Ja- complained that he did not have a 


pression at rates at least equal to, and maica, afew ofthe people sched- valid passport, so he would not be 
by some measures much better than, Ml uled to come canceled, including able to travel. Cote talked him through 
today’s available meds ~ along with athe former offensive lineman Justin that episode, Stl, he couldn't be sure 


whole different class of side effects. Renfrow, either of them would actually get on 
Listed side effects for drugs like “I was trying to make a lot of ex the plane. 
Lexapro include nausea, sleepiness, cuses," says Renfrow, who has alot in _-Khara Cartagena, vice president of 


weakness, dizziness, anxiety, rouble common with Cote, having made it to business development with the Spore 
sleeping, delayed ejaculation, pain- the prosasan undrafted freeagentand Group, one of many startups across the 
ful erections, dficulty with orgasms, carved out a dificult career bouncing country prepping for the Wild West of 
sweating, shaking, reduced appetite, between NFL squadsand the Canadian psychedelic legalization, was sitting 


with Cote ashe waited to see if Down: 
ieand Renfrow would artve, 

“Tcould see he was distracted” says 
(Cartagena, “He was clear that it meant 
lotto him to help these people. 

But eventually, after an anxious 
several minutes, Cote lit up at the ap- 
pearance of Renfrow. And again wher 
he saw a figure he thought he could 
recognize at a distance ~ the height 
just about right, the shape in silhouette 
familia, until finally the man gor close 
fenouh that Cote could see the trade 
‘mark missing tooth in his smile: Steve 
Downie, Cotes old teammate 

“Teas all just really beautifal says 
Cote. “I shouldn't be surprised. Plant 
‘medicine delivers, you know. But it 
was really maybe even better than 1 
expected” 

Both men were maved by their 
‘magic-mushroom experiences. Down: 
Je teared up after his fist dose, and 
spoke during subsequent integration 
session ~ held to help people process 
the intense experience ~ about how 
his father bad died in a car accident 
while taking him to hockey practice. 
‘The ceremony had given Downie ani: 
credible sense of rele. 

Perhaps the most powerful moment, 
‘though, came when Cote looked at 
Renfrow deep into the ceremony. Ren 
{row had spoken to Cote beforehand 
bout his personal uncertainty: Should 
‘he continue playing inthe CFL, or pur 
sue his passion for the YouTube food 
show he's created, What's Cooking, 
and try to grow it? A hulking man at 
six feet five and 320 pounds, Renfrow 
‘was wearing a T-shirt with his initials 
‘onitina circle. Then, methodically, he 
took i ff, Cote felt He was watching a 
Peace setle over the big man as it had 
once settled over him: a shedding of 
the skin and the birth ofsomeane new. 

Renfrow, ina tearful interview after 
the trip, confirms Cote’ observation: 

Ie fel ike my grandma was taking that 
weight” the pain and stress of play 
ing through all those injuries, he says. 
“Tdidn't need to keep going through 
that” He emerged knowing that he 
could leave football behind. 

Cote, for ls part, says that bring 
ing people like Renfrow this kind of 
existential healing is his calling now, 
and he marvels atthe dichotomy be: 
tween the “old Riley” and the new. 
In Flyerstelated photos, his eyes are 
often filed with terror, bestial anger, 
and sadness. Now, he says, “here lam 
talking about a lower: 

He laughs. 

“is been an incredible journey.” he 
says, “and really {just want t take as 
‘many people with me as possible." @ 
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Planet Hunger 


Putin — and greedy CEOs ~ are 
already putting 20 million people 
on the brink of starvation. If we 
don’t make big changes now, 

swe will face a global food crisis: 
By JEFF GOODELL 


!THOUT ENOUGH FOOD, there 
is only hunger, chaos, and 
violence. Russian President 
‘Vladimir Putin not only knows 


this better than anyone, he has also weapon: 
ined it. With the Russian invasion of Ukraine, he 
has deliberately disrupted the country’s wheat 
supply, triggering a global food crisis. Ukraine 
is the sixth-largest exporter of wheat in the 
‘world, and — by blockading Ukrainian ports, 
‘lowing up rail lines, stealing grain, and k 

ing farmers ~ Putin has effectively taken about 
20 million tons of wheat off the market. Global 
‘wheat production is about 850 million tons, so 
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this is hardly enough to cause a global famine. 
Bur itis enough to eause the price of wheat to 
jump more than 60 percent already this year. 
Inthe US, where the average American spends 
less than 10 percent oftheir income on food, 
‘this will hardly be noticeable. But for people in 
the developing world, many of whem spend 40 
Percent or more of their income on food, that 
could mean the difference between eating and 
sing hungry. High food price have already bad 
a devastating impact in poor nations, pushing 
20 milion people int starvation in sub Saharan 
Aiea alone, and sparking riots in Sti Lanka, 
This crisis, however, isin some sense art. 
fica, given that iis not driven by any actual 
shortage of food in the world. Even with the 
Ukrainian wheat off the market, there is still 
plenty of grain to go around. The issue is all 
About haw much i¢ costs and how iis distibut 
fed. And Putin is not the only one who isexploit- 
ing this situation. Commodity traders make 
‘money aif wild price swings, shippers make 


The US. could 
end wore 
hunger an 
become the 
Save Arabia of 
food, irate 
ed agricul 
poles, 


‘money off people desperate for grain, fertilizer 
‘manufacturers make money off farmers desper- 
ate to maximize their yields, and proto-fascist 
politicians are happy to exploit rising food 
prices as evidence ofthe failure of democracy. 

‘Behind the immediate food panic, however, 
‘much bigger and more worrisome crisis looms. 
“The war in Ukraine has shown how fragile the 
foo system is says Thomas Jonas, the CEO 
and co-founder of Nature's Fynd, a company 
that uses fungi to make meat and dairy sub- 
stinues. Simply put, the way we grow and dis: 
tribute food is deeply fucked up. More than 40 
percent of the food grown in America is wast 
fed, the majority let to rot and the remainder 
tossed out by finicky consumers who decided 
they didn’ like the sauce on ther pasta. Here in 
the US., we use hundreds of millions of tons of 
‘command soybeans to make fuel for gas-guzzing 
carsand trucks, We laughter animals in factory 
farms that are both inhumane and breeding 
«grounds for pathogens and bacteria. Fertilizer 


runoff logs riversandl lakes with 
ducing algae bloon 

In the western U.S., aquifers are being drained 
to Ierigate water intensive crops lke riee and 
almonds. In northern India, one of the prime 
food growing regions of the country, groundwa- 
ter is being pumped out so fast thatthe water 
‘able is falling by about three fet year 

‘And now I's about to get a whole lot worse, 
For one thing, the world population is projected 
tw grow fom 79 billion today to neatly 10 bi 
lion by the end of the century. To meet the ex 
pected demand for food by midcentury alone, 
slobal agricultural output wil have to rive by 
‘more than 50 percent. How isthat gonna work? 
‘The World Resources Institute took a hard look 
atthe way things are going, and estimated that 

ringat east 15 billion acres, 
1, and wetlands for new 
farmland, an area nearly twice the size of India, 
Meanwhile, food productivity is already in de- 
cline due to rising temperatures and extreme 
weather, One recent Columbia University 
led study found that crop production today is 
21 percent ower than it would have been with 
‘out climate change. Another study, in Nature 
Food, projects that an alarming decline insta 
ple crops like corn and rice— which, along with 
Wheat, provide half the world’s calories from 
plants may begin as early 3 2040, As Donald 
Ort, a professor of plant biology atthe Univer: 
sity of linols, Urbana-Champaign, put itto me 
recently, "The largest single global change that 
threatens food security is igh temperature” 

In this sense, Putin represents a danger to 
the world that is far greater than an immedi 
ate spike in wheat prices. Putin’s empire is 
Financed by Russia’s vast reserves of oll and 
sms, which are the main reason why the plan 
lets warming so quickly. And a hotter world is 
a hungrier world. “Putin isa chaos agent,” says 
Ruth Ben-Ghiat, author of Strangmer: From 
“Mussolin tothe Present. And nothing says chaos 
guite ike millions of hungry people on a rap 
fly warming planet. 

‘The tragedy is, it doesnt have tobe this way. 
America isthe Saudi Arabia of food. We could 
cure world hunger in six months if we wanted 
to But our food system is nat engineered for 
the greatest good. IL is engineered for the great 
est good of those who control the food supply 
Or, as Oxfam's director in Somalia, Senait Geb 
regzlabher, once put it: “Famines are not nat 
ural phenomena, they are catastrophic polit 
cal failures.” 


KRAINE HAS SOME of the richest 

soil in the world. It is dark, aerated 

Toarn fll of worms and bacteria that 

make crops happy. Farmers have 
been growing wheat there for centuries, and 
shipping it around the world via the Black Sea 
ports. As a result, the region has Jong been 
coveted by Russian leaders. In 1768, Russian 
tsarina Catherine Il sent more than 100,000 
Russian troops into what is now Ukraine. Her 
soa: to capture the region and use control of 
Wheat to dominate Europe. "Odessa became a 
_sain-exporting boomtown and made the tsars 


in raine 
fae cnupted 
arin supp, 
‘ges rom 
Lebanon 
Sr Lanka, 
Using the 
thea of 


mass migr 
tion isa deli 
erate aspect 
oF Russian 


‘who followed Catherine and their landowning, 
nobility rich,” writes historian Scott Reynolds 
Nelson in Oceans of Grain, a new hook about 
Jhow the wheat trade shaped the world, 

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
Ukraine becamean independent stateand grain, 
exports boomed. In 2021, Ukraine accounted for 
nine percent of world wheat trade. Much ofthe 
sain goes to poor countries inthe developing 
‘world, For example, Eritrea gets nearly half of 
its wheat imports from Ukraine, Lebanon gets 
70 percent, And whatever wheat these coun: 
‘ties don't get from Ukraine, they get from Rus 
sia, which has become the largest exporter of 
‘wheat in the world 

‘The one lesson that Putin absorbed from Rus 
sia's long struggle for eontrol of the Ukrainian 
‘wheat fields is that whoever controls the wheat, 
fields controls the stability of Europe and, by ex 
tension, much of the Western world. That was 
‘true in the 18th century, and it's true today. The 


corporatization of the world’s food supply and 
the increasing dependence on processed food 
‘mean the demand for wheat has been rising, 
steadily. Bread, noodles, pasta, cookies, crack 
ers — they require the unique gluten qualities of 
‘wheat. Wheat is the fuel for our fast food planet. 

‘When Russia's invasion began, the Ukrainian 
‘heat fields were one of Putin’ first targets. 
Russian troops occupied farms, destroyed mar 
chinery, and blockaded ports where grain was, 
shipped, Putin and his cronies were not coy 
about their intentions, Dmitry Medvedev, the 
deputy head of Russia's Security Council, said 
{in April on Telegram that food is the Kremlin's 
“silent but menacing” weapon, "We will not de- 
liver our products and agricultural products to 
four adversaries,” Medvedev said. Or to put it 
nother way: You can join us, or you can starve 

‘Ukrainian farmers have not given up, As the 
boulets ly around them, many of them are still, 
at work in the fields, wearing armored vests, 
and plowing around bomb craters, struggling 
to get seeds in the ground. But for Putin, the 
blockades and the interruptions of grain ship- 
‘ments have already had the intended effect, 
causing price spikes in developing nations 
that depend on Ukrainian wheat and sparking 
‘wider fears about a global food crisis U.N, Sec 
retary General Antonio Guterres has said that 
Ukraine‘elated shortages could help “tip tens 
‘of millions of people over the edge into food in 


security.” The result could be “malnutrition, 
‘ass hunger, and famine ina ersis that could 
last for years.” 

ood prices and inflation have already con: 
tributed to riots and protests in Indonesia, 
Pakistan, Peru, and Lebanon. In Sri Lanka, 
scarce food, combined with price increases, 
blackouts, and gas shortages, led to mobs in 
the streets and calls for political change. In 
Iran, violent protests erupted after the govern 
ment raised the prices of bread, cooking oll, 
and dairy products. Iranians situation is made 
Worse by tough US. sanctions and a tyrannical, 
corrupt clerical regime. I living standards con- 
tinue to fall, there could be a revolution similar 
to the aborted uprising of 201718, 

For Putin, this is all good news. Chaos and 
hunger give him leverage against less-corrupt 
leaders who can’t stomach starving children 
{or political gain. As Ruediger von Fritsch, a for 
mer German ambassador to Moscow, told Der 
‘Tagesspiegel: “Putin is hoping that disruption 
of grain supplies will lead to a migration er: 
sis with starving people fleeing to Europe. This, 
ill destabilize the EU and push them to soften 
sanctions on Russia” 

11 doesn't help that the food system is ripe 
for Putin-style disruption. Exhibit A: the com 
modity traders who pumped up food prices 
that led to the Arab Spring uprisings in 2010 
and 2011. Wheat, corn, rice, and other basic 
foods are priced and sold as commodities on 
slobal markets, no different from oil or gas. 
And while big producers and consumers use 
longterm contracts to buy and sell commod 
ities, raders are more active on spot markets, 
and thus capable of driving short-term price 
spikes, In the book The World for Sale: Money, 
Power and the Traders Who Barter the Earths Re 
sources, authors Javier Blas and Jack Farchy sug- 
sest that in 2010, Glencore, a big commodity 
and trading company, used information it had 
to hype up fears ofa grain shortage and prod. 
the Russians into imposing an export ban on 
Wheat. The Russians obliged, and the price of 
‘wheat skyrocketed, What Glencore file to dis 
lose, however, stat the company had bought 
up corn and wheat futures, putting itself in a 
positon to profit from the ump in prices it had 
helped manipulate, “Between June 2010 and 
February 201, the price of wheat more than 
doubled,” Blas and Farchy write. "Glencore was 
perfectly positioned to profi fom the crisis it 
had played! a role in stirring up. The company’s 
‘agricultural trading unit reported earnings of 
'$659 milion in 2010, the best year it ever had 

of Glencore’s oll 


t's one thing to make a litle money in a 
shady commodities deal. But this shady com: 
modities deal had big reverberations. Rising 
food prices in 2010 and 201 ignited protests 
that swepr dictators from power in Tunisia, 
Egypt, and Yemen, and a protest movement in 
Syria spiraled into one of the longest and blood 
Test conflicts in the region's history. Rising food 
prices may not have caused al this chaos, bat 
as Putin well knows, it was certainly a big part 
of the equation, 
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N THE HIGH PLAINS of Montana, the 
‘ows of green winter wheat growing 
inthe parched brown fields lok ike 
rows of money. Here, the food panic 

feelsa lot like a gold rush. This isa global tage 

dy; tobe sure, but i'you have wheat coming up 

‘ut ofthe ground, there is money to be made, 

In places like Big Sandy, atthe foot of the 
Bear Paw Mountains, where Montana wheat 
rows best, the green fields of winter wheat are 
Stila few weeks from harvesting. Meanwhile, 
the spring wheat planting has already begun. 
Everywhere you go, you see 
ing the fields, dust billowing behind them, pull 
ing the machines that push the wheat seeds 
ino the ground, 

(On a recent Sunday morning, one of those 
tractors is being driven by Montana Sen, Jon 
‘Tester He is one of the only working farmers 
In Congress, and his family has been work 
ing these same fields on the high plains for 10 
years. His farm covers 1,800 acres, on the small 
side for Montana, He works it mostly himself, 
with help from his wife, Sharla, and his son, 
Shon. Most every Thursday evening, he flies 
from Washington, D.C., to Montana, works in 
the flelds through the Weeks 
end, then flies back to D.C. on 
Monday morning. 

At about noon, Tester 
pulls his tractor over, and he 
and Ist in the middie of the 
‘wheat field and talk about 
what it means to be a Mon: 
tana wheat farmer in the 
middle global food freak 
out. He is a rough-looking 
maui, witha Fiftlesstyle fav 
top haircut and three fingers 
missing from his left hand, 
from a nasty encounter with 
a meat grinder when he was 
nine years old. He is wearing 
a raggy gray sweatshirt that says “Hellgate” 
‘across the front, and worn leather boots 

‘The high price of wheat is nice, Tester says, 
Dut the price of diesel and equipment is rising 
fast tao, so it doesn’t feel like much of a gold 
rush, “In the short term, it's great,” he explains. 

nthe long term, i's bad. Long term, wheat 
prices drop off and equipment prices stay up.” 

He calls Putin “a complete buffoon, and he is 

worried about hunger causing politcal chaos, 

which plays into Putin's hands, "When you've 
sot hungry people” he says, n a masterpiece of 
understatement, “that's never good.” 

But what he’s really worried about is rain 
Last year, Tester says, was the worst year his 
family has seen on the farm since at least the 
940s, thanks to drought and weird halstorms, 
and an invasion of grasshoppers that ate ev 
erything. And this year, Tester is worried that 
it will be just as bad, The region isin extreme 
drought again. In fact, he is worried about 
more than that. He is worried that something, 
has fundamentally changed In the climate of 


Contributing editor Jer® GOODELL. wrote about 
1O.waysto save the planet in the April issue. 
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Montana, thatthe days of growing food on this 
‘hgh plains desert are coming to an end. in that 
sense, this global food crisis i just the begin 
hing of hard times to come. *Montana wheat 
fields can feed the world,” he says, watching 
4 pair of antelope grazing on his wheat in the 
distance. “But ta do that, we need alte rain.” 


[UR BEST EVIDENCE of how fucked up 
‘our food systems sits in the gas tank 
of your ear. Roughly 10 percent of 
the fuel in your tank is ethanol dis 

tilled from corn, which is blended into gaso- 

line a refineries on the theory that itis cleaner 
than gas and helps the U.S, reduce our depen: 

dence on oll imported from the Middle East. n 

fact, turning corn into fuel is one of the great 

political seams of our tiie, ome that bas been 

supported by every president for the past 30 

years (most of whom have, not coincidental 

|y, taken money from ethanol companies), and 
that demonstrates thatthe wrath of SUV-drv 

Ing vorers upset by high gas prices is far more 

terrifying for American politicians than the si- 

Jent suffering of people who can’t afford to feed 

their children. 
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Here isthe problem: Converting corn to fuel 
fs tremendously inefficient use of land th: 
could be better devoted to other purposes — 
like growing food to feed hungry people. tn 
fact, the U.S. and Europe could immediately 
replace the lost grain exports from Ukraine's 
breadbasket by cutting their biofuel produc 
tion in half nthe US., 38 milion acres of land 

aan area larger than linois ~ are devoted t0 
«growing corn to help fill the gas tanks of SUVs. 
By comparison, grain and vegetable erops ake 
up about twice that amount of farmland. You 
could feed 150 million people on the land that 
the US. devotes to corn-ethanol production. “It 
doesn’t make any sense,” Tester says. “The his: 
tory books probably won't be very kind t0 us 
for taking food and putting it into oil” 

Ethanol was fist touted by President Jimmy 
Carter as part of the solution to the energy 
crisis of the 1970s. It was formalized with the 
Energy Poliey Act of 2005, which ereated a 
Renewable Fuel Standard, which now man- 
dates that 15 billion gallons of ethanol be blend 
ced into fuels each year. This spring, s fue pric- 
cs spiked, President Biden turned to ethanol 
‘once agai, upping the limit of ethanol that can 
bbe mixed into gasoline from 10 to 15 percent, 
ina desperate attempt to show he was taking 
action to fight high gas prices without doing 
anything that would inconvenience the drive 
of gas guzzler, 

The Insanity of the cormethanol scam has 
been clear for a long time. And while the 
political power of the carn lobby is largely 
responsible for it, they have been aided and 
abetted by venture capitalists and entrepre: 
nneurs eager to sell the idea that growing fuel 
‘on farmland was a revolutionary idea. “Com 
ethanol Is Justa platform, the frst step in a 
‘much larger transition we are undergoing from 
a hydrocarbon-based economy to a carbohy 
drate-hased economy.” silicon Valley venture 


capitalist Vinod Khosla told me 15 years ago, 
sitting in his posh office inthe hills above Palo 
Alto, Next-generation corn-ethanol plants, 
Kosta argued, would be much more efficient 
and environmentally friendly. He pointed to a 
company called E3 biofuels that just opened 
methanol plant in Mead, Nebraska. The facility 
ran largely on biogas made from cow manure, 
and fed leftover grain back to the cows, making 
it a “closedtoop system” ~ one that requires 
very few fosif els ro create ethanol. 

But the endeavor was over before it ever 
began. The company never recovered from an 
explosion early on in its operation, E3 Biofuels 
declared bankruptcy just months after we talk- 
ed. A company called AltEn reopened the plant 
|n2015, this time using corn seeds to make eth 
anol. Butit turns out nearly all seeds used in in 
dustrial agriculture inthe US. are covered with 
pesticides, which polluted the air and water in 
the region. The plant shut down in 2021 but left 
behind a toxic nightmare. Bees are dying, peo 
ple are sick, and residents of Mead are locked 
inan epic bate to clean up the mess. "There's 
ro punishment,” one Mead resident told Grist. 
“They just get away with it” (The company did 
not respond to requests for comment.) 

In Europe, renewable mandates have had 
even more perverse effects. For years, fuel 
producers have recelved special credits for 
biofuels, including imported palm oil. The 
consequences have been both predictable and 
devastating: In Indonesia and Malaysia, mil 
lions of acres of rainforest have been clear-cut 
and turned into pall plantations. Now, the 
EU is seeking to implement new policies that 
will accelerate this trend and promise as much 
as 20 percent of the continents farmland to 
‘growing crops for fuel. The result is key to be 
more deforestation, higher carbon emissions, 
and higher food prices. As writer Michael 
Grunwald puts if, "The only thing most bio 
fuels do wel i furl extra cash to farmers.” 

Gash, in fact, isthe real crop for most farm 
ers the developed world. “Farming’s not The 
Grapes of Wrath,” says Vince Smith, an agricul 
tural economist at Montana State University. 
“Farmers in Montana are typleally managing $7 
or $8 million of assets on the farm.” ig farms 
niean big lobbies that push for subsidies that 
‘support commodity crops, like corm and wheat 

and soybeans, that are grown at massive scale. 
In 88 countries, governments provide $540 bil 
lion a year in agricultural support. Inthe US, 
Smith explains, subsidies are doled out on a per 
acre basis, which means the bigger your farm, 
the more help you get. According to Smith, $0, 
percent ofall subsidies goto the largest 10 per- 
tent of farms. Twenty percent goto the largest, 
fone percent of farms. “IF you're a smal farm in 
Mississippi operated by Affican American pro 
ducers," Smith says, “you get very litle at all.” 


‘THE RISK TO FOOD SECURITY from rising heat 
begins with basic physics and biology. Like 
humans, plants liv in their own Goldilocks 
zone. They respond! to temperature just like 
humans do. Except they can't crank up the A/C 
itit gets 100 hot. Yes, plants can move to more 


suitable climates over time, especially those 
that regenerate by seeds that blow In the wind 
(or get dispersed by birds. Given enough time, 
entire forests can migrate to cooler climates. 
‘But individual plants, once they take root, are 
stuck. ft gets too hot, they are in trouble. 
Heat increases the metabolism of plants, just 
itdoesin humans. raises their heat rate, 
in effect. And that speeds up everything, in 
cluding the need for water. Plants are between 
80 and 95 percent water (humans, in contrast, 
are 55 to 60 percent water). Water is key for 
all basic functions, including photosynthesis. 
Some plants are more efficient than others in 
dealing with Timited water, but the water heat 
relationship is absolute: The hotter i ets, the 
more Water they need. “Plants are water pump, 
ing machines," one biologist tells me. 
‘When it ges hot, plants do more or less what 
Inumans do ~ they sweat (in plans, i’ called 


to cut and paste DNA 2s easily as Tcan cut and 
paste the words on ths page. You might think 
‘that if we can put the proverbial fish gene in 3 
tomato to keep it from freezing, then someone 
‘can insert a cactus gene in corn to allow it to 
Withstand extreme heat. But heat resistance is 
nota trait lke blue eyes or the color ofa flower 
petal. "Understanding how heat impacts plants 
is lke trying to understand how the body re 
sponds to Covid,” Meng Chen, a plant biology 
professor at UC Riverside who Is working on 
how plants sense and respond to fluctuations 
in temperature, tells me. “Understanding it 
means understanding everything about hove 
4 plant lives and grows, because temperature 
affects virtually every aspect of a plant's ie” 
Alexis Racelis, an associate professor of agro 
ecology at University of Texas, Rio Grande Val: 
ley, is skeptical about genetically manipulated 
plants for a different reason: Even if they can 


“[Ethanol] doesn’t make any sense,” 
Sen. Tester says of the 38 million acres 


of fields 


the U.S. used to grow corn 


for gas. “The history books probably 


won't be very kind to us for taking 


food and putting it into oil.” 


evapotranspiration). Instead of sweat glands, 
plants have tiny openings in the underside of 
their leaves that release water vapor, similar 
to pores in human skin. A mature house plant, 
for example, can transpire its weight in water 
every day (if humans sweat that much, we'd 
have to drink 20 gallons of water a day), Even 
small changes in temperature mean big changes 
‘sweat. “To geta sense of how important tem: 
perature i, if you go from 25 1035 Celsius, you 
‘more than double the amount of water needed 
tomaintaina given level of growth,” says David 
‘Lobell an agricultural ecologist at Stanford Unt 
versity. Because of how fast it grows, corn is a 
particularly big sweater. A single acre of corn 
in Towa can sweat about 4,000 gallons a day — 
enough to Alla residential swimming pool in 
less than four days. 

Heat impacts plants in other ways, Itchanges 
the timing of blooms, which ean put them out 
of sync with pollinators. Rising heat makes 
plants more vulnerable to aflictions lke As 
perils flavus, a fungi that produces a poison 
that can kill you with one bite. As heat rises, 
arsenic is sucked up out ofthe sil by the roots 
of rice plants, making the rice toxic. Heat also 
amps up the life cycle of pests that attack many 
plants. Instead of maturing in 28 days, caterpl 
Jars might mature in, say, 21 days. More rapid 
‘maturity means more generations of pests in 
season, amplifying the damage they can do, 

‘The solutions to creating more heatcolerant 
crops is not as simple as it might seem. After 
all, scientists have tools now that allow them 


work and solve heat-related problems, the 
seeds of the modified crops wil be locked up by 
big seed companies, furthering the corporate 
‘control of farmers and our food supply. “Even if 
the seed companies come up with some kind of 
breakthrough, itis not going to help the people 
inthe developing world, where they are stv 
Ing Racelis tells me 

Other researchers are exploring the genetic 
diversity acquired in thousands of years of 
domestication. Corn, for example, evolved in 
«hot place (southwest Mexico). There is surely 
some sequence of genes that makes some 
varieties of corm more resilient to heat than 
‘others ~ but how do you find them? “We ean 
find genes for simple traits, but for anything 
complicated lke yield or heat tolerance, i's 
Just not going to happen,” says Seth Murray, 
4 plant breeder and geneticist at Texas A&M 
University. “There's so many different genes 
in the genome, and they're all interacting. We 
Would have to grow more cor plants than there 
are stars inthe sky, and measure all of them to 
figure out the function ofall the genes in the 
sgenome.” Instead, Murray searches for traits 
like heat tolerance by planting roughly 7,000 ge 
netic variations of corn and using drones ta see 
‘which varieties grow bes. I's a way of explor 
Ingthe genetic diversity thats buried in various 

ins without having to map the DNA itself. 

Another solution to growing food on a hot 
planet is to move indoors. A few years ago, 
met a guy named Jonathan Webb ata tech 
‘conference in Idaho. He had a (Cont. on 221 
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DISPATCH FROM UKRAINE 


‘They’re Wiping Us From the Earth’ 


A trip to the front reveals Russia’ 
scorched earth’ strategy and 
Ukrainian troops trying to hold on 


By MAC WILLIAM BISHOP 


ROSSING THE FINAL checkpoint into a 
battle zone feels lke a consecration, 
The Ukrainian soldiers manning 
the last friendly post have a singular 
focus and intensity that’s lacking behind the 
lines. They wave us through solemnly, without 
smiles or chatter, We coast through the ivisi 
barrier separating the “front” from the “rear” 
then floor the gas and accelerate forward, 

V'm in eastern Ukraine in late May, in are 
sion called Donbas, where the war has become 
a whirlwind of carnage thats claiming the lives 
‘fas many as 100 Ukrainian soldiers a day. The 


‘casualties on the Russian side are almost cer 
tainly even higher, according to Ukrainian dk 
Fense officials, I've heard conflicting reports 
about what is happening here, about whether 
the Ukrainian military is collapsing or the Rus 
sians are succeeding in breaking through the de 
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Fender's lines, cutting off thousands of soldiers. 
Bur t's clear that Russia is inching forward, each 
day bringing it closer to its goal of annexing the 
provinces of Luhansk and Donessk and eemes 
ing the region under Moscow's rule 

Ukraine won't stop fighting. But it is sacri 
ficing thousands of its finest soldiers and stil 
losing ground. It cannot win the war without 
game-changing foreign-milltary assistance: 
American heavy artillery, Danish anti-ship 
missiles, German air-defense systems ~ these 
are slowly making their way to the battlefield 
But can the Ukrainian military hold out long 
‘enough for any of it to make difference? 

‘To truly understand what is going on ~ to get 
sense of morale and see how the soldiers are 
holding up under Russian assault, 1 must de- 
scend into the inferno, and I need a guide, A 
Ukrainian paratrooper wil lead the way. 

1've called in favors with the commander of 
‘reconnaissance company in anairassault bri 
fade, and he inks me up with an officer whose 
elite scout unit is operating near intense fight: 
Ing outside a town called Lyman, senior lew 
tenant who goes by the nom de guerre "Mace." 


The war has 
ted to 
the east of 
Ukraine, eth 
Rossi slowly 
Ueranian 
verbal 
srry 


Mace is soft-spoken and cordial, lean and fit 
as an endurance athlete. His face is that of 
young man, but the salt-and-pepper hair hid 
‘ders beneath his field hat and his calm seeps 
session amid chaos reveal he isa seasoned vet 
feran who saw his share of combat before the 
current invasion. He takes me to the front in 
a Skoda station wagon, roaring down country 
back roads at 100-plus miles an hour, blasting 
techno asthe foliage whips past in a blur. 

“Mace knows that speed counts here, and he 
‘weaves in and out of the anti-tank barricades 
that are strewn along the roads, gunning the 
engine as saan as we clear the concrete blacks 
and berms of dirt 'm glad he knows which 
roads are mined, As we careen down 3 hill o 
ward a crossroads surrounded by a scatter 
ing of farmhouses, I see a Ukrainian Akatsiya 
self propelled artillery gun dashing toward the 
‘intersection ahead of us. I looks like we will 
get there atthe same time. I point out the veh 
cle to Mace wordlesly, and 'm gratified to hear 
the engine revving instantly 

We are of the same mind, The Akatsiva, 
alone and moving in the open, isa prime tar: 


sgt for the Russians. Likely i's been “shoot 
Ingand-scooting’: IF they want to survive, the 
‘gun crew has to strike a balance between stay 

ing in postion ong enough to provide effective 
fire support to friendly ground forces, without 
lingering so long they get discovered by Rus 
sian drones. 

‘The Russians are ceaselessly hunting Ukrai- 
nian heavy weapons, and their rockets, arti 
lery, and missiles can strike anywhere here, at 
any time, The fields beside us are pockmarked 
‘with blast impacts, and the tails of dozens of 
ddud rockets stick out of the earth as i planted 
by some mad farmer. 

"The intersection is a critical danger point: 
“The Akatsia must slow to nearly a stop to make 
the turn. 1F1 was a Russian gunnery officer ob 
serving it via drone, that’s when Fd try to hit it 
‘The equation “speed x ime = distance” loons 
inmy mind. 

We fly through the intersection ahead ofthe 
Akatsiva, and its crew doesn’t spare usa glance 
‘They're intent on their own survival, and mak: 
ing the cover ofthe tree line. 

My concern is not abstract. 

In the same area only days later, # team of 
Journalists from The Washington Post is near: 
ly killed when visiting a Ukrainian unit, ati 
lery shell falling just yards from where they are 
standing, That they survive is pure luck 

Days before that,a French journalist skilled 
In an artillery strike while filming the evacua 
tion of civilians fleeing the fighting in Severo 
ddonetsk, the focal point of the Russian assault 

Ie ist necessarily that one can make all of 
the right choices and thereby stay safe on a 
battlefield. Sometimes hick works against you 
when artillery shells are falling, But its worse 
tobe caught in some places than others. 

When we are back in the trees trelax sight 
ly, but Mace doesn’t slow down. He hasa dest: 
ration in mind, 


‘515 HELLLON EARTHY? Mace says quietly. We 
are watching as BM-21 Grad rockets ran down, 
‘on Ukrainian positions near a village called Sv 
atohirsk. 1s impossible co see their individual 
effects amid the smoke and haze covering the 
densely forested hills. Standing in an observa 
ton post on high ground amid feathery grass 
and wild garlic, I give up on trying to count in 
dividual impacts and instead just count the sal- 
vos, timing each barrage. { witness as many as 
480 rockets fred on a single position in less 
than a minute, followed by artillery 

Between my service in the US. Marines and 
over more than a decade as a foreign corre- 
spondent, I've been engaged in the profession 
al study of organized human violence for 25 
‘years. But I've never seen anything even close 
to this volume of artillery being unleashed. 

Mace has chosen our ground well, as you'd 
expect from an officer in an elite reconnais 
sance unit, We'e in a fold of earth on a hill 
that gives us a clear view of the battle raging 
around Sviatohirsk ~a quiet ltd village nes 
ted among chalk hills, overlooked by a nearly 
400 yearold monastery on the opposite side of 
the river. I lies to our left. We can also see the 


Fighting around Lyman — a key railway junction 
~ wou right, 

‘What these two places have in common is 
they are on the Russtan-occupled side of the 
‘winding Seversky Donets River, the main nat- 
ural barrier to the enemy's advance. There are 
tens of thousands of Russian soldiers with hun- 
dreds of tanks and armored vehicles attacking, 
here, assaulting n avast crescent surrounding 
Severodonetsk, one ofthe largest cites in Dan: 
‘bas that remained in Ukrainian hands before 
the invasion began in February, 

Lyman is obscured by smoke from a forest 
fire that began amid the fighting. The white 
smoke of the burning trees is interlaced with 
dark columns rising from destroyed buildings 
‘or vehicles. The rumble of boomss is almost con 
tinwous, The whump-vhump-hump of ati- 
lery is punctuated by the scream of tactical bal 
listic missiles, and the salvos of rocket artillery 
make a distinctive pattering of successive con- 
‘cussions, Almost all of itis being fired by the 


Russians. The Ukrainian soldiers here have en- 
‘dured this maelstrom for weeks. 

"Things usually start to really kick off around 
3 pum." Mace says. He describes what bas be 
‘come routine for his brigade of paratroop- 
fers: Russian scouts move forward to probe 
Ukrainian positions, then call in large-scale ar- 
tillery strikes when they make contact, The ar- 
tiller i followed by masses of armor support- 
ed by infantry. It’s classic “combined arms" 
warfare, and would have been as familiar toa 
soldier in World War Iasi to Mace. 

“The bigest problem isthe artillery” Mace 
says. "The Russians just have so much: 

‘What about the long-range artillery being 
provided by the United States and others? 

“It’s just starting to show up on the battle 
field” Mace says. But for now, “there's just t00 
much artillery. Too many tanks, We are Bight 
ing too har” 

"ll Severodonetsk need to be abandoned? 
' possible he says. It fll, twill be the 
Digest city taken by the enemy since Mariupol 
was lost in May, and will effectively mean that 
Russia controls the entre province of Luhansk, 
primary goal of Putin's invasion, 

‘There's a sudlen pop as at chister munition 
bursts over the batlefleld, leaving behind a 
smattering of dark puffs as submunitions rain 
down on the village's defenders. It's followed 
by another seconds later. 


‘6 HEIR ACTIONS are not as haphazard 
as belore,” Oleksandr Motusianyk, 
the spokesman for Ukraine's Defense 
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‘The production and use of cluster munitions 
have been banned by an international treaty 
‘that went into effect in 2010, but that doesn’t 
mean very much: Neither the United States 
nor Russia ~ the world’s bigaest arms dealers 

have signed the accord, Nelther has Ukraine. 
‘Cluster munitions spread submunitions ~ small 
‘explosives called bomblets ~ over a wide area, 
and are intended to kill or maim personnel and 
destroy vehieles and equipment. Many of the 
‘bomblets don't explode as designed when they 
hit the ground. Those unexploded bamblets 
willbe found for years afterward. 

‘Sometimes children mistake them for toys. 


‘Ministry, tells me back in Kyiv when 1 
ask about Russian tactics. “They're using com- 
bined arms and air support more effectively” 

‘The simple fact is that despite its missteps, 
Russia has taken a lot of land since the invasion, 
started. Ukraine, lcking Russias deep reserves 
‘of manpower ~ however unskilled or untrained 
~ cannot recapture it without superlative mil 
tary teehology. Meanwhile, the Russians are 
pushing ahead: Moruzianyk says their strategy 
isto encircle troops detending Severodonetsk. 

‘The population of Severodonetsk was more 
than 100,000 before the invasion in February. 
Local officials and aid workers estimate that 
only 12,000 civilians remain, the rest having 
fled. "The entire region has emptied, and dally 
life has ground toa halt 

‘The nearby city of Kramatorsk, which held 
150,000 inhabitants before the war, is a ghost 
town, Only a few old people remain; a hand: 
ful of shops open for a few hours in the day- 
time to provide food and groceries to the sol- 
ers passing through and the few locals who 
stllemain. A ballistic misile ita train station 
there, crowded with refugees ling 89 people 
in early April, and wounded more than 100, a 
cording 10 Ukrainian defense officials 

Slovyansk and Kramatorsk are just a few 
miles apart, and they have become staging 
areas for the Ukraan military. They are under 
‘constant attack from Russian missiles and rack 
ets: Lam awoken throughout the night by re- 
sounding booms and constant air raids. One 
strike takes down the power grid and cellular 
networks for hours, Multiple strikes in both 
Cities kill civilians, who refuse to leave their 
homes. 

“Do you hear that2" an old man calls to is 
neighbor, gardening in his yard, asa violent se 
ries f explosions echoes through the streets. 

“Oh, it's just thunder,” the gardening man re 
plies. Nearby, a middle-aged woman is pleading 
With an elderly neighbor to leave, “Where will 
‘you go when the Russlans get here 

‘The Russians have a lot of ground to caver 
before they can make it as far as Kramatorsk, 
but the woman hasa point. 

he enemy Intends o get tothe administra 
tive border of Luhansk” with the current offen: 
sive, Motuzianyk says. "The enemy intends to 
take fall control ofthe region. 
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But, he adds, “the main tactic remains that 
‘of scorched earth” 

“Clearly the Russian leadership demanded 
‘changes to Russian tacties to achieve viewories, 
and they are doing what they must to achieve 
that” Motuzlanyk says, “They are destroying 
‘communities and wiping us off the Earth with- 
‘out regard for civilians” 


"TA SMALL COMPOUND taken over 
by the airborne scouts, soldiers 
relax inthe yard, grabbing whatev- 
er rest they can between missions. 

T'm standing beside a portly old soldier with a 
randatherly manner, enjoying the sunshine 
as cottony poplar seeds float densely through 
the air around us, lending an atmosphere of 
surreal tranquility as shells and rockets land in 
the surrounding hil 

The munitions strike so often that you begin 
to ignore anything that goes “boom,” and only 
react to things that go “crack,” indicating the 
‘explosive has landed unreasonably close, 

Fighting here isn't a new experience for 
many of the paratroopers, and they are quick 
to remind me that for them the war began in 
2014, when Russia annexed Crimea and sent 
its soldiers into Donbas to support pro-Rus- 
sian separatists, Most Ukrainians remain bitter 
about the relatively weak Western response to 
those actions, and i's why they fear the West, 
will once again buckle to Putin's aggression. 

Ukrainians from all walks of life have told 
me haw concerned they are about a repeat of 
2014, withthe international coramunity acced- 
ing to the Russian seizure of their land ~ de 
spite the blood they are spilling to defend it 

These guys shoulda’t have had to fight for 
eight years," the old soldier grimacesin dismay 
ashe watches the young paratroopers. "They 
should be at home making babies. But here we 
are, stuck in this shit” 

The commandeered building thatthe recon 
‘teams are using as their base isa hive of activ 
ity, There's elvillan cars and captured Russian 
trucks the paratroopers are trying to get back 
Into service. Many of the vehicles sport bullet 
holes or other obvious battle damage 

‘These paratroopers receive intensive in- 
struction ~ many have trained with US. Spe- 
cial Forces and other elite NATO units ~ and 
their experience is unmatched: they have been 
regularly rotating through Donbas since 2044, 
Mace suggests I speak to one of his most sea 
soned veterans, a hardcore fighter who has 
‘been operating in Donbas for eight years. He's 
a rugged looking guy witha scratchy voice, 1 
ask him what has changed now 

“One ofthe biggest problems isthe drones" 
says “Ostap.” the nom de guerre of the scout. 
“Thhear Orlans (a type of Russian reconnais 
ssance drone) all the time. But I almost never 
see them. They're foo small and too high. 1's 
next to impossible to shoot them dovn.” 

‘But the defense ministry says that soldiers 
have shot Russian drones down in the hun- 
dreds, I say. 

He shrugs, “Idon't know. 1 only believe what 
{see with my own eyes” 
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A big part of the problem in defending this 
part of Donbas, Ostap believes, isthat the peo 
ple who have stayed behind ~ the people who 
haven't fled - don’t really believe they are part, 
‘of Ukraine. In his view, the civilians who re- 
main are all separatist sympathizers. He says 
they help the Russians navigate backcountry 
roads that aren't on the maps. 

“Yeah, they're all wating for Russkiy mir” 
Mace says, laughing when I ask his opinion 
about the locals, Russkiy mir, or “Russian 
‘world is the revanchist concept that Russia 
reeds to restore its central role in the affairs 
ofits neighbors, and its borders, to what they 
‘were atthe height ofthe Soviet empire. 

He asserts there have been instances local 
collaborators getting caught providing infor 
mation about Ukrainian troop movements or 
locations. Indeed, Slovyansk fell to Russian 
separatists in 2014: The retaking of the city by 
the Ukrainian military later that summer was 
the first major battle in Donbas, 

“Almost everyone here is pro-Russian, But 
you can’t arrest people just for that." Mace 
‘ays. In any case, the police and the SBU — 
Ukraine's internal security service ~ were 
doing what they could, “The SBU even arrest 
‘eda couple of people in our brigade,” he says, 


‘WE'RE LOOKING FOR BEARS,” Mace says. He 
means Ukrainian tanks. Pye seen several F805 
‘obscured among the trees, hoping to stay hi 
den from Russian aircraft and drones. We 
round a corner and there's one right in front of 
us, a squat hulking shape withthe long barrel 
ofits 125-mm cannon pointing dawn the road, 

There's a tank platoon in the dark forest 
here, holding in reserve on favorable terrain, 
lest the Russians succeed in crossing the river 

There's heen other signs of Ukrainian fore 
‘es moving east co get in the fight, On the high 
‘way to Kramatorsk, we would pass periodic 


tank carriers loaded with armored vehicles or 
tanks, fuel trucks, and a few rarer sightings, 
lke bridging equipment and a Buk antFairerat 
missile system that had only three ofits four 
mounting points armed with missiles 

Ttdoesn’t seem lke lot of equipment given 
the scale ofthe fighting. | don’t see any of the 
new artillery systems provided by the United 
States in Its most recent aid package: There 
are also busloads of sleeping soldiers. Rus 
Sans have concentrated thei greatest resoure 
eshere, according to President Zelensky, Mace 
doesn’t see being outmumbered as the biggest 
problem, however, 

“The problem is that we don't have enough 
welktrained people,” he says. “The Terrtor 
Al Defense Forces [volunteers called up forthe 
‘current crisis, offen with minimal taining and 
equipment] will go to their trenches, and as 
soon as they see an enemy tank, they fll the 
radio net with panicked chatter and then run 
away, abandoning their postions.” 

+e shakes his head grimly: “We need quali 
ty, riot quantity. The opposite ofthe Russians” 

As we dash through the forest, we happen 
upon a Ukrainian unit using an intersection as 
a staging area, they gather in a small clearing 
next toa large oak tree. They're in a mix of un 
forms, some are even wearing articles of civil: 
Jan clothing. Most of them are standing infront 
‘of prisoner 

The prisoner is on his knees, blindfolded 
‘with his hands ted behind his back. He's wear 
ing the dstincive uniform of Russia Infantry. 
Because of Mace’s dedication to fast driving, 1 
don’t process what I've seen until we pass 
Russian prisoner!" Even as the words eave my 
mouth, single gunshot cracks out. 

1 whip around to look back over my shoul 
der at the scene through the rear window as 
‘we turn left, praying lam not witness toa war 
crime Icon. on 32) 
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‘Megan Thee Stallion’s world shrinks tothe size of a 
Los Angeles escape room. Here, on this April eve 
ning, there are no festivals to rehearse fo, no verses 
to perfect, no brand deals to broker, no rumors to 
right or trauma to relive or pretrial hearings to sit 
through just Megan, a small erew, and a steely de 
termination to conquer the game. 

"We did one before, and we were prety bad ati 
she says of her last escape-room experience, After 
we enter our room, Megan and t, along with three 
‘members of her team, each have afoot chained to 
the floor. I seems we've been captured by wayward 
seamen cursed forall eternity for ther sins, 
hhave 60 minutes to escape their ghost ship. Frst, we 
need to get the shackles off our feet. There's a grid 
‘of rusty iron separating us from the other half of the 
room, where what looks like a biedeage hangs fra 
the celling | spot key inside. 

‘We prod ar it with our hands and wooden poles 
we've been given. "Do we want to ask for help?” 1 
suggest. "Nol" Megan cries, matter-oFfacty. Sam, of 
hher Roc Nation management team, eventually knocks 
the key toward us with one of the poles, 

“Are you competitive?” I ask Sam, "Stupid com: 
petitive” he replies. “I'm fucking crazy compet 
‘Megan one-ups, then shows just what she means. As 
|e make our way from room to room, Meggan takes 
the lead, climbing on stools, peering through peep- 
holes, guiding us through mazes, and turning over 
props. Her head swivels from corner to corner, sur 
‘vying every crevice for the next way out 

Eventually, we make t out with only a handful of 
hhints from our game master. "The is ime we did it, 
Ii took way longer” Megan says. “I'm starting to un 
derstand the rooms more, though. Nes ime we'll be 
thinking three steps ahead, 

Sure, breaking our ofthe ghost ship was hard, but 
it's designed to be conquered. Megan has to look at 
her life the same way, or else the weight ofthe loss, 
violence, and vitriol she's faced will pulverize her. 

In Just a few years, Megan Jovon Ruth Pete has 
gone from rapping at Houston kickbacks and strip 
clubs to becoming one of the biggest new superstars 
in music, assembling a legion of fans she's dubbed 
"Thee Hotties. Along the way, in March 2018, she Tost 
her mother ~ a Houston rapper known as Holly 
Wood, who raised Megan on UGK and Biggie, and 
later became her manager ~ to brain cancer, then 
Jost her great grandmother just two weeks late. (Me- 
sans father, Joseph Pete J, was incarcerated for the 
fist eight years of her lif; after he got home, he and 
‘Megan were attached atthe hip until he died when 
she was 15.) 

Those losses lft Megan, now 27, without the peo: 
ple she trusted most as she navigated skyrocketing 
fame, graduated from Texas Southern University 
(ith’a bachelor’s degree in health administration), 
and, most shockingly, endured a July 2020 shoot 
ing allegedly at the hands of Tory Lane, a record 
ing artist and former friend. She survived, but has 
been locked in a contentious battle in court~and the 
court of public opinion ~ ever since. 

Even without any extra emotional distress, lie as 
hip-hop’s resident It gel and one ofthe best rappers 
alive can be intense, During the three months I got 


to know her, Megan premiered her first Super Bow 
‘commercial, rehearsed for and shot her frst major 
movie role, released a single featuring Dua Lipa while 
Joining her on tour, became the fist woman to rap 
‘on the Oscar stage, presented the Grammy for Best 
‘New Artist (which she had won the year prior), com: 
pletely shut shit down at Coachella, graced the Met 
Galas red carpet, performed atthe Billboard Music 
‘Awards (where she took home the prize for Tap Fe- 
male Rap Artist, and also endured some odd, clingy 
behavior from supermodel Cara Delevingne, who fa 
sirled over Megan all evening), and, oh, yeah, wrote 
and recorded much of her highly anticipated second 
studio album, which she hopes to have out this sum- 
mer. “L want to take you through so many difere 
emotions,” she sys of the album, an effort to process 
her pain without losing sight of her strength, "At first 
‘you was twerking, now you might be crying” 
er friends, her team, and escape rooms help, but 

night after night, she still dreams about the shooting. 

Right now we're going through some dark things. 
‘You are built for this” she says, coaching herself 
“God must got something good planned for you, be: 
‘cause T don’t think he'll put you through ths if he 
wasn’t going to give you your reward atthe end* 


FTER WINDING THROUG! 
the streets of some of L.As 
most-gilded neighborhoods, 
past Beverly Grove and through 
the Hills, we arriveat the Bel-Air 
‘mansion Megan has made her 

hhome base for the month of Coachella. The sprawling 

home feels busy, if bt ley, with its towering, crisp 

‘white walls, and various bags and boxes in corners. 

Aew of the people who keep the gears ofthe Megat 

machine turning mill about quietly. Two of her five 

dogs, gray Frenchies named 4oe and Oneita, bark 
hello from their kennels. She also owns. lizard) Her 
pets, innocent and affectionate, put Megan at ease." 

{don’t think they would do anything to hurt me,” she 

says. “That's something I knovr fora fact.” 

‘Megan and | take our seats in an elegant dining 
‘oom fora dinner of six vegetarian courses prepared 
by her chef. As he drops off some crudité, Megan 
laughs to hersel. “They are really embarrassing me, 
she says of her team. 

“How so?” 

Recause they are belng so formal.” 

1 ask her if things are normally more low-key 
around her 

“We are all playful. They're being so serious to 
night" 

After her chet leaves us with a sweet squash dish 
that Megan loves, she notes how kind he is. Megan 
has a habit of keeping the people she takes to close: 
her Roc Nation team; her longtime manager, Far 
ris: Emilio Coachie, who has been photographing 
and filming her since 2018; her hairstylist and best 
friend, Kellon; the women who do her makeup and 
nails her best friends from college; and her close 
fhiend from high schoo, Callie, “I don't know iFits a 


Staff writer MANKAPRR CONTEH profiled Noname 
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‘Southern thing” she explains, “but I love feeling like 
this my family. This is my thing. This is safe." 

In July 2020, a year after her mother and 
reat grandmother died, and six weeks alter top: 
‘ing the Billboard Hot 100 with her “Savage” remix, 
‘Megan was looking for family, filling a void with new 
friendships and fun nights out. Rapper and singer 
‘Tory Lanez was one of those new friends, and the 
‘evening of July 1 began as one of those nights. 

Forty-five minutes into dinner, she confronts the 
toll ofthat evening head on. It started with Megan 
streaming herself, her friend Kylie Jenner, and Lanez 
Tounging In Jenner's pool on Instagram Live, After 
the poolside hang, Meyan headed liome ina car with 
Lanes, his drive, and her former bestfriend from 
Houston, Kelsey Harris. Megan explained what she 
says happened nest ia an April interview with CBS" 
Gayle King. 

‘Megan said an argument broke out becween Harris 
and Lanezin the car, prompting her to ask the driver 
10 pull over and let her out. Megan got out, but says 
the others persuaded her to get back in, since they 
were close to their destination, after getting back into 
the car, she sad, the arguing escalated, According to 
‘an LAPD detective who interviewed Megan, she and 
Harris argued, too; L.A. prosecutors say Megan and 
Lanes also argued. 

‘When Megan got out ofthe car for good, she sald, 
Lanex shouted "Dance, bitch!” and began shoot: 
Ing at her. Her feet bleeding, Megan dropped to the 
sound and crawled to a stranger's driveway. Speak 
Ing to Gayle King, Megan said Lanez apologized pro- 
fusely, and begged for Megan's silence by offering her 
and Harts “a million dollars Police vehicles and he- 
lieopters swarmed the scene; saying she feared law 


pital's medical report that corroborates Mexan’s ac 
‘count of her hospital admittance and bullet wounds) 

“Megan says that, t frst, she tried to protect Lane 
by keeping the shooting private. ‘Then came the 
spread of jokes, memes, and what she says is false 
{information ~ like rumors that Megan and Lanez 
hhad a sexual relationship and that she became jal 
fous as Lanez and Jenner interacted that night. Soon, 
though, i became too much for her. 

(On Aug. 20, 2020, just weeks after releasing her 
smash Cardi B collaboration “W.A.P,” Megan named 
[Lanez.as her alleged assailant in an Instagram Live 
stream: “You shot me and you got your publicist and 
your people going to these blogs lying.” In Octaber 
2020, Lanes was charged with one felony count of 
assault with a semiautomatic firearm and another for 
carrying. loaded, unregistered firearm in a vehicle. 
"The case is set to go to trial in September; Lanez has 
pleaded not guilty. 

Back in the L.A. mansion, the dinner table be- 
tween us feels a mile wide as Megan begins to cry, 
still struggling to process everything that happened. 
ask if can sit beside her, and she agrees, eyes 
damp and hurt radiating outward, “I thought we had 
areal connection,’ she says of Lanes. She believed 
she and the rapper had bonded over the mutual loss 
of their mothers; Lanez's mom died of anemia com: 
plications when he was 11, “1 thought he knew me. 
{And I never would've thought he would've shot at 
meatall” 

“Inever put my hands on this man;"she continues. 
“Lever did anything to him. There was an angurment. 
People argue every day. Friends argue every day” 

Megan's sears run deep. First there was the gru 
cling physical recovery, "What nobody knows is, 1 


MEGAN WILL FACE TORY LANEZ 
IN COURT WHEN THE CASE 
AGAINST HIM GOES TO TRIAL 


IN SEPTEMBER. “I WANT HIM 


TOGOTO JAIL,” SHE SAYS. 
“LWANT HIM UNDER THE JAIL.” 


‘enforcement would respond with deadly force ifthey 
found outa Black man was holding gun, Megan told 
police she stepped on glass. (Lane has denied shoot. 
{ng Meqan; his representative did not respond on the 
record toa request for further comment.) 

‘Lanez was arrested for carrying a concealed fre- 
arm. Meanwhile, Megan was taken tothe Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center, sill maintaining she had stepped on. 
lass. As officers left the hospital, a doctor reported- 
Iy told Megan there were bullet fragments in bath of 
her feet. (CBS and Page Six later obtained the hos 


hhad to get the surgery the same night. stayed in the 
hospital in California for maybe four days” she says. 
‘Then 1 was in New York for a while. Hoth of my legs 
‘wrapped up. Icould not walk. stil have bullet frag 
_ments in my feet right now. Iwas very scared that 1 
\was not able to be Megan Thee Stallion no more, And 
‘was fucked up.” She began physical therapy in New 
York before traveling to Tampa, Florida, where she 
regained the ability t0 walk. 

“There are the nightmares. Then, there's the em 
barrassment, the way she blames herself for what 


happened and how she handled i. “I feel shame, a 
line bit, because even after he shot me, I still was 
thinking about everybody else inthe car" she say. 
“Ithought everybody inthe car was my Fiend, [and] 
the whole time, that's not how they thought of me, 
‘That's what really hurts” 

‘The incident, Megan implies, was a betrayal on 
‘wo fronts. Megan claims that Harris met with Lanez 
ata hotel less than ¢wo days after the shooting. “I'm 
like, ‘Kelsey, s my best friend, why would you meet 
‘up with the person you saw shoot your bes friend?" 
Megan tells me. “She said, ‘Megan, yall wasn't an 
sswering my calls. My back was against the wall. 1 
didn’t know what to da What the fuck do you mean 
your back is against the wall? You're the only per 
‘som In this situation that would clear this up for me. 

“This pil told me out her mouth, ‘He told me, "Oh, 
‘thank you for not saying nothing, Now let me investi 
your business, Let me do this. Let me do that."* And 
All know was, from that day on, she never said noth: 
ng else about the whole situation online: (Harris did 
‘not respond toa request for comment; Lanez’srepre- 
sentative didnot respond on the record toa request 
for comment on thisallegation.) 

‘Before pleading not guilty tothe changes against 
‘him, Lanee released an album on the back ofthe in- 
‘ident, On it, he claims he's being framed, while al 
luding toa soured romance with Megan, (“That man 
‘was never my ex. You were never my man,” Megan 
Insists.) Lanez eontinued to allude on Twiter toa sexe 
ual relationship with both Megan and Harris. After 
‘Megan posted screenshots ofan apology Lanes tested 
to her hours after the shooting, Lanez wrote, "Good 
Dick had me fucking 2 best friends...and I got 
‘caught...that’s what I apologized 4... i's sick how 
uSpun eth..." 

‘That same day, Lanez bolstered false claims by 
‘media personality Dj Akademiks, whe has been lan 
basted for sensationalizing violent conflicts in rap 
and for his recurring, hateful, misogynistic trades 
against Megan. In February, Akaclemiks tweeted that 
‘court proceedings revealed that Lanez’s DNA wasn't 
found on the gun recovered at the scene ofthe shoot. 
ing (in court, Lanez’s attorney claimed that & DNA 
‘swab ofthe gun was “inconclusive,” and that “there 
\were four contributors") and that he had seen un- 
released evidence that seemingly absolved Lanes of 
the crime (release of which, ifby Lanez, would have 
been a violation of a court order). Lane's attorney 
argued that Lanes did not provide Akaderniks with 
aany such evidence, but because he exged on Aka- 
‘emis’ claims on Twitter while addressing Megan, 
Lanez was briefly taken into custody for violating 
‘court orders prohibiting him from contacting oF hi 
sassing Megan, or discussing any discovery in the 
cease with outside parties, 

“I think i's so erazy that people are able to get on 
line or publish anything that is nota 100 percent fact. 
‘That really is messing with my life. How are you able 
twdoitand get away with i?” she says, before hinting 
at her plans to tackle rumors about the incident. "I 
Just learned that you really can’t get away with that, 
‘and I'm going to get you. Right now I'm just getting 
all my stuff together because 'm seeing it Yeah, you 
‘keep doing that. 'm going to spin the block on you," 


Beyond crass YouTubers eager to discredit Megan 
With inane theories and dubious claims, there's a 
whopping brood of sexist, crude, online randos who 
Insist she has led about being attacked by Lane, that 
this I a ploy for some sort of perverted clout, that 
she should be retaliated against. 

‘When Megan's assault is the topie du jour on my 
‘Twitter timeline, | mostly see messages supporting, 
her and rebuking her detractors. Megan gets glimps 
2500 this, too. "When I see Thee Hotties care about 
‘my mental health, they’llbe like, ‘OK, girl, you don't 
want to get online, That's fine. Oh 
sending you love and support today; 
“Pmulike, ‘Yall know my spirit" 

But more often she encounters disparagement," 
get online” Megan says. “I see funny shit all day. But 
then in the mix ofthat, there is also 20 people at- 
Ing me at one time, saying crazy stuf. 'm like, ‘My 
15 minutes [online] is over, Get off" When she's not 
seeing her version ofthat night’ events blatantly dis 
counted, she's seen Lanez being celebrated, some: 
times gruesomely. “I see people saying, ‘Damn, 1 
would've shor thar bitch too,” says Megan 

“In some kind of way T became the villain,” Megan 
says, bewildered. “And I don't know if people don't 
take it seriously because I seem strong, I wonder if 
it's because of the way I look. Is it because fm not 
light enough? Is ie that fm not white enough? Am 
not the shape? The height? Hecause I'm not petite? 
Do I not seem like I'm worth being treated like a 
Woman?” For justa moment, her voice cracks 

“I'm trying every day to get through it and be 
_gpod, [fel so bad because I don't fel like anybody's 
‘aking me seriously, bur Ldon't want them to see me 
cry don’t want them to know that I fee lke this, be 
cause I don’t want them to feel like, “Ob, 1 got you. 
Tm breaking you.” 

‘She Seems to especially fel this way about her al 
leged attacker, *' feel like you've already tried t0 
break me enough. You've already shot me. So, why 
are you dragging it out lke this? Like, what else? 
Have you hated me this much the whole time and 1 
didn’t see i"™ 

As it stands, Megan will face Lanez in court when 
the case against him goes to trial In September. “L 
Want him €o go to jail” Megan says plainly. "I want 
him to go under the jal 


EGAN wires everywhere ~ 
in the car, in bed, inthe show. 
et. “I put my phone outside 
the shower but close enough 
to where I could stil tap it 
Shit be getting wet all the 

time, fucking up my phones," she explains. "I's a 

‘whole movie trying to write in the shower, bt keep 

ry speaker loud and Ijust freestyle, and then I write 

it down when I get out. She's spent more time than 
ever writing songs for her new album, She does, ater 
all, have a Tegacy to build: “I just always want peo 
ple to remember, "Yes, Megan Thee Stallion, she was 

‘great, she was a rapper. She was one of the best rap: 

pers, the coldest?” 

Megan made a home of Criteria Studios in North 

Miami while recording the album, joining the com: 


pany of the icons who have recorded there too — 
‘Aretha Franklin, Fleetwood Mac, AC/DC, Lil Wayne. 
When 1 meet her there in early March, she breezes 
In, her layers of cherry-red and black hair bouncing, 
With 4oe and Oneita darting behind her. She's bubbly 
‘and hot, tugung at her sleek nude sundress as we sit 
next to each other In soft, dark eather swivel chat, 


sole in front of us. 
Jarrett ~ who has been Megan's 
‘engineer since he worked on "Simon Says” from her 
‘breakout mixtape, Fever ~sts atthe console to play 
tus some of the 25 to 30 songs Megan has recorded 
for the album, He calls Megan "sis," with casual af 
fection, and gets her afresh tea when she asks him to 
“pretty please” have the one she's sipping reheated. 
"This song has a feature,” Megan says befor 
Source cues up a new track called “Pressurelicious 
Iegoes, The beat is dark and intense, and Megan's in- 
tial staccato raps are cool and sexy as she announc- 
‘es "T'm stompin’ on ho's so motherfuckin” hard I'm 
knockin’ out Mario tokens!” Souree, jamming, throws 
an uppercut into the air when a digital chime punc- 
tuates the bar, Soon, Megan is joined on the song by 
Future, and the pair start trading bars, 

Future is sometimes described as romantically 
toxie, but he's one of Megan's favorite rappers. “He 
just So fucking ratchet!” she says with a big laugh, 
“He is unapologetically himself, | apprectate that 
about anybody who gets up and has to de anything in 
the public eye. Anybody who has to read about their 
lie online every day andl deal with so many energies 
‘and can putt our into their musle and do it graceful 
Iy, eel lke you deserve your flowers” 

“Pressurelicious” is fun and hype, and when 1 
‘catch up to her in May, Megan says her album could 


‘minion over them in the second ~ "My motherfuck- 
Ing body, my choice/Ain’ not dick taking my voice” 

‘The hook, though ~"A bitch like me, yeah, 1 know 
iy worth/Pucking with me isa gift anda curse” ~ is 
glimpse into her psyche. “I can take care of myself. 
1'm so emotionally strong. I'm so independent,” she 
explains later. “You know how easy itis for me to dis 
‘miss you, because I don't need you." 

But she's also thinking about how these assets can 
hurt her. "t's gift that rm o strong," she says, "but 
feel ike irs also a eurse because it makes things get 
kind of lonely sometimes. Everybody's kind of like, 
“Wel, you good, You got I. Lain't messing with you. 
S01 fee like it makes people treat me not as delicate 
as would lke them to” 

Her manager, T. Farris, is one ofa handful of peo 
ple whose musical critiques Megan says she consid 
ers now that her mom is no longer around. Farris 
tells me he likes “Pressurelicious” “Plan B,"and “Gift 
and Curse” as much as I did. "Those particular three 
records” he says, “are not really party records, They 
really have substance.” 

Farris was president of A&R and an artist manager 
for the Houston independent label Swishahiouse, 
‘working closely with local stars Paul Wall and Mike 
Jones, Megan grew up on that sound. Faris i espe 
cially fond of “Plan "the explosive diss track to an 
‘unnamed ex that Megan premiered publicly onstage 
during Coachella’ first weekend, (Megan is clear that 
the song is not about Lanez, despite online specula 
tion.) "It gave me an old-school, Lil Kim feel” Farris 
says ofthe song, I really love when Megan goes in, 
and just raps, and i's not about twerking. I always 
want people to understand that she's really one of 
the ones that can rap.” 


“IN SOME KIND OF WAY, | 


BECAME THE VILLAIN,” MEGAN 
SAYS OF THE SHOOTING'S 


AFTERMATH. “IS IT THAT I'M NOT 


WHITE ENOUGH? AMI NOT THE 
SHAPE? THE HEIGHT?” 


use more songs like it. “You know, the girs they be 
‘wanting to turn up.” she says. Every time I talk to 
Megan, she's close to knowing just what she wants 
‘on the project. 

She's particularly proud of the way “Gift and 
Curse" layers personal revelation on top of exuber- 
ant dance music. Of the five songs she plays me, it's 


im favorite, Produced by Murda Beat, i's shrouded 
in menacing piano and bouncing bass. After assert 
Ing her independence inthe fist verse, Megan gives 
a set of freaky shout-outs to sex organs and her do- 


Farris is more than a manager to Megan; he's like 
a brother, “He probably isthe only person who re- 
ally knows exactly what Pm feeling and what's on 
‘my mind,” she says. “When we up, we're jumping 
around, we're happy, with the puppies running. 
‘Then when I'm sad, hell be like, “OK, cry it out for 
a litle bit, but we need to get up and get it together. 
‘You Megan Thee Staion! He realy is my hype man.” 

Megan trusts Farris because he was one of the few 
people her mother trusted. hey met Farris while he 
‘was working with 1501 Certified Entertainment, the 
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label Megan signed to in 2018 before signing with a 
slfferent label, 300 Entertainment, later that same 
‘yea. (Since 2020, Megan has been fighting 1501 Cer 
lifed in court, claiming she's locked in an “uncon- 
scionable” contract, and that the label has tried to 
prevent her from fulilling the terms of it. tn March, 
1501 countersued, saying itis owed more music and 
‘money from the rapper) "My momma didn't like 
anybody in life,” Megan explains. “So when she liked 
"Farris, Iwas lke, “This man might be an angel”) 

‘Megan's mom constantly permeates her thoughts, 
and on her new song “Anxiety,” she comronts the 
Joss more candidly than she ever has on wax. “Ans 
ety” is not one of Megan's best-sounding songs ~ its 
beat isa litle too simple and saccharine ~ but its 
‘one of her most open, Part ofa verse includes. letter 
she wishes she could send to her morn in heaven “I 
‘would tell her sorry that really been wildin’ and ask 
her to forgive me cuz [really been trying” she raps. 

none oftheir last conversations, Megan's mother 
gave her a pep talk. Holly was in the hospital in 
Houston, just informed she had a brain tumor, while 
Megan was expected to fly 0 L.A. for a show. "She 
‘was like, ‘Megan, I don’t want you to miss this op- 
portunity just because I'm sick. I don't want that 10 
stop you from being Megan Thee Stallion. You need 
tw take Farris and y'all need to go to L.A. 

‘Megan stayed with her mother until midnight that 
‘evening, when her mom believed she was taking 
‘off to make the show. “Hell no, I wasnt leaving my 
"momma," Megan says. "I just didn't want to stress 
hher out. I just wanted to go home, take a bath real 
‘quick, and 1 was going to come back” Around two 
‘hours later, Megan got a call that her mother was un 
responsive. Soon, she was gone. 


In May, around the time of the Met Gala, Megan 
flew Madiyn to New York from Houston for her birth 
‘day, which they celebrated with a dinner attended by 
allof their smal fanily, asa surprise. They eried and 
ate and laughed, Megan felt happy, She felt normal. 
She feltat peace. 


EGAN WANTS 70 reclaim her 
story and tell it her way. 
‘That's one of the goals for 
her new album. There's also 
a docuseries on her rise in 
the works, tao, ad Neti is 
{developing comedy series loosely based om her life, 
the product of a firstlook production deal. Megan 
plans to write forthe show, and she's working to 
‘ward a directorial career, too. Also on her todo list: 
‘making more cinematic music videos. Last year's 
“Thot Shit" clip, in which a hypocritically exist leg 
fslator is terrorized by Megan and a pack of twerking 
‘working-class women, was gorgeous, funny, weird, 
and thought-provoking ~ and Megan says it's just & 
taste of what's to come, 

Tas her to look even further ahead: to her sunset 
years, after life on the biggest stages and behind the 
Scenes “feel I'm going to be a lass grandna,” she 
replies. “Still oing to be lke, “Yes, stil gt the good 
‘knees! What? | gota lineage of good knees. Ie’ like 
‘my daughter, her daughter, her daughter-daughter. 
1s just going to be a bunch of us just li-ass beaut: 
ful Black women!" 

In the meantime, Megan is dating Pardison Fon: 
taine, an artist and songwriter who's worked with 
(Cardi Band contributed to the “Savage” remix. ("Not 
‘my par,” Megan clarifies.) They have a creative pat: 


“lM GOING TOBEA 
LIT-ASS GRANDMA,” SHE SAYS, 
IMAGINING HERSELF AT 70. “STILL 


GOING TO BE LIKE, ‘YES, I STILL 


GOT THE GOOD KNEES! 1|GOT 
ALINEAGE OF GOOD KNEES.” 


Holly's final encouragement has stuck with Megan, 
So have Holly's taste, critiques, and faith in her. 
"When I make musi, Lalways scratch the frst draft 
because [feel my momma would've scratched it for 
‘me. So I'm ike, ‘OK, go harder than that” she says. 
‘Those memories hold her up, as does the example 
she feels she needs to set for Holly's mother, her 
‘grandmother Madlyn. “Ever since my mom and my 
sreat-grandima passed, she’s been really depressed,” 
‘ays Megan, “I don’t want to show her that anything 
isgetting to me because don’t want it to get to her.” 


nership. “I feel like he's so good. And he feels lke 
"Pm so good,” Megan says, “There are always instr 
‘mentals playing. So if can hear him rapping, ll be 
like, ‘OK, I'm going to do better than that. Or if he 
likes the beat that 'm playing, he'l be lke, “Hey let 
‘me get that beat’ We sharpen each other.” 

Online, they are goofy together and proud of each 
other, In March, Fontaine, known casually as Pardi, 
posted a celebratory reel that captured Megan dane: 
Ing, performing, posing, and achieving. t showed 
clips of her college graduation, her defiant Saturday 


Night Lie performance, and her humanitarian award 
{rom Houston Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, 
all se to his song “Hoop Earrings,” where he raps, 
“Ifyou a Black ge, do your thing.” 

“Lappreciate him for loving on me even when 1 
don’t feel like I love me,” Megan tells me. Though 
she seems happy with Fontaine, her traumma can be a 
block. "Thave alot of anxiety, and t know T'm probs 
bly depressed on some level. be llke, ‘Damn, you 
really sticking through it she says of him, “T real- 
ly want to be good for you because I'm trying to be 
‘good for myself? But I ust... don't know. Right now, 
really don't know, because sometimes ¥ don't feel 
‘00d about me, So feel lke i's hard to be in rela 
tionship when you are not loving on yourself right.” 

And yet, Megan has taken incredible strides to 
stand up for herself and people lke her, During that 
SNL performance, three months after her shooting, 
she protested the minuscule charge levied against an 
officer involved inthe death of Breonna Taylor, then 
spoke to the crowd: “We need to protect our Black 
‘women. And love our Black women, ‘cause at the 
tend ofthe day, we need our Black women.” Short 
ly afer, she penned an op-ed, published in The New 
York Times, focusing on Black women's sociopolitical 
achievements and setbacks, and contextualizing her 
‘own experiences among them. *You know what?” 
she wrote, *'m not afraid of criticism, 

Her late great grandmother instilled a sense of so- 
cial responsibility In her, “L would always see her 
from outside her front door, giving out money tothe 
‘ids that would walk pas the house, Any family mem- 
‘bers, any of her friends, she was aways helping,” she 
says. "She lived in the hood, but she felt so rich. 1 
know money didn’t make her, she made money. Fal 
‘ways wanted tobe like he.” 

After leaving a tral of philanthropy ~ from donat- 
{ng $8,000 to help fund fallen fan's funeral to si 
and seven-figure giving campaigns in partnership 
‘with Popeyes and Fashion Nova ~ Megan launched! 
the Pete & Thomas Foundation, named in honor of 
her parents, Selffunded for now, it focuses on edu 
‘cation and housing, as well as health and wellness, 

‘Thereare the things that have happened to Megan 
hee Stallion. Then there are the things ~ the beau- 
‘uful, awe-inspiring, culture-shiting things ~ she's 
‘made happen for herself, It's been only three years 
since her breakthrough single, “Big Ole Freak,” 
hit the charts, It’ been only three years since she 
dropped Fever, her riotous venture into the main 
stream, where she declared that the only thing we 
reed to know about her is that she's in love with 
money. She then found her every move and trauma 
‘under a microscope, and saw as many people cet 
ebrating her tragic losses as her momentous wins. 

‘When Task Megan what, exactly, she would like 
‘people to know about her life now, she pauses, “OK, 
yes, I very much went through that," she says after a 
‘moment. “Yes, it's very fucked up, but I'm sil me. 
Look at everything I ean accomplish and everything 
ean do inthe face of it Pm still not letting nothing 
knock me dawn to take me off my game. So you 
shouldnt let nothing take you off your game, either. 
Because if can get through this shit, you could get 
through your shit.” @ 
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g SOON AS Alex Guerra and Ramon Rui discovered 
HBycar-old Yahritza Martinez op TiktTok, they knew 


Hhid2s going to be huge. Theligh schooler from 
‘Waklma Wastungton, had:been couthy! massive 
following on so 


ial media with her shockingly p+ 
ful voice, and Ruie and Guerra ~ both artists from i 
seminal Mexican band Le 
label Lambe Music — quickly 


inders ofthe 
an her 9 


bathers, Armando and Jao Martinez, forint 
hand Vahritra v Ste Psenets, Still, oor cou hase 


predicted the selsmic wave c4JM€d by the band’s 
first single, “Soy El Unico”: In March, the emotional 
ballad shot to the top of Blboard’s ot Latin Songs 
chart and made Yahritza the youngest Latin artist to 
chart on the Billboard 100, ever. 

Yahritzas story is unique on its own, but it also is 
ino the larger story of musica Mexicana's impressive 
slobal expansion, “Musica Mexicana,” also known 
as “regional,” isan umbrella label that encompasses 
banda, nortefa, mariachi, and more —all sounds that 
have been getting bigger and biguer. Headline-mak: 
ing Coachella sets this April included performances, 
by the Sinaloan group Banda MS and the seven piece 
rmega-band Grupo Firme, and in May, the brooding 
‘outfit Eslabon Armado released Nestalgia, the first 
‘mtisica Mexicana album to reach the Top 10 on the 
Biloard 200. At Apple Music, mdsica Mexicana has 
seen double-digit growth every year since 2017, and 
in the first four months of 2022, i's up by 33 percent 


compared with the same period in 2021 

Some of the popularity of masica Mexicana can 
als be tracked to the rise of corridos. For more than 
200 years, Mexico's most epic stories — tales of glow 
ing heroism, crushing betrayals, bloody bates, trag 
ic deaths —have roamed the world through these 
folksy, guitar-driven narrative ballads based on both 
reablife and fictional events. Last year at Spotify, 
corridos made up half of ll streams within Mexican 


‘music, with aets such as the enigmatic singer-song- 
writer E] Fantasma, the rising talent Luis R Con: 
riquee, and the swashbuckling pair Los Dos Carnales 
boosting those numbers. The platform also reports 


that since 2019, there's been a 16 percent increase in 
listening among Gen audiences; they've connected, 
in particular, with Gen Z artists such as DannyLarx, 
known for gentler alternative corridos, and Natanael 
Cano, whose trap-lecked style of corridos tumbados 
have drawn in megastars including Bad Bunny. 
"We're seeing a huge increase in Gen Z listening to 
corridos, especially when itis catered to them,” says 
Daniel Calderon, senior editor of US. Latin editorial 
at Spotty He notes the popularity ofthe playlists Cor 
Fidos Perrones and La Mamalona, the later of which 
was created specifically for younger people who want 
to blast corridos in thelr cars. “The younger genera: 
tion feels a connection to the look and feel and the 


cores the new musicians are creating” he sy 

To Krystina DeLuna, Apple's global programmer 
for misica Mexican, the genre's popularity has to do 
‘with geography ~ how is artists have always strad 
dled two cultures. Calino Sanchez.came to the US. in 
the late Seventies from Sinaloa as an undocumented 
migrant worker and launched his music career in Los 
Angeles, Other legacy ats — including Los Tigres del 
Nore, Los Tucanes de Tijuana, and the late icon Jenn 


MUSICA 


How anew generation is 
reinventing traditional 
Mexicansounds in 
thrilling new ways 


BYJULYSSA 
Lopez 


MEXICAN 


59 


Rivera — continued popularizing Mexican sounds of 
all genres, and attracting listeners navigating both 
cultures. “That's who the fans are: They're listeners 
that don’ just ive in one world DeLana says 

Guerra and Ruiz started Legado 7 in 2015, both 
Mexican transplants living in California, They drew 
Inspiration from the corrdo greats before them and 
\wrote about one subject they knew intimately: weed, 
Unwittingly, they created a subgenre called corr 
dos verdes, or "green corridos," which became pot 
anthems for legions of stoner kids. “We definitely 
‘hanged the game,” Rulz says. "Honestly, we never 
said, "(We're gonna do this’ —itjust happened." Their 
ruse highlighted how new generations were mixing 
Influences all around them, “These are all kids with 
parents who were listening to Chalino Sanchez and 
Vicente Fernandez, and then they went o sehool and 
‘were listening to Jay-Zand Tupac," says Ximena Acos- 
ta, an entertalnmentstrategy consultant who met Le 
ado 7 when she first entered the maisica Mexicana 
world, “They came up with their own kind of music 
that really became a lifestyle.” 

Natanael Cano — a quiet, tatted kid born in the 
Mexican state of Sonora, which shares a border with 
‘Arizona and New Mexico ~ was deeply influenced 
bby American hip-hop and Latin trap, and became 
the face of corridos tumbados, a blend of traditional 
corridos and hip-hop beats. Following the success of 
the 2019 *Soy Diablo” remix he did with Bad Bunny, 
he's kept pulling rappers into his world: Lil Mosey, 
for example, made a cameo on his latest album, 
Natakong, released in April, Other reggaeton stars 
have taken note: At the end oflast year, say Cortez 
Jumped on Ivan Cornejo’s viral sad sierreno ballad 

sta Daiada," while Karol G tested out her own cor: 
rido-making skils on “200 Copas” 


Adriel Favela, a singer-songwriter born in San 
Prancisco and ralsed in Mexico, says that the 
‘ross-pollination between these genres is part of 


‘what's making Mexican music ubiquitous around the 
‘world, “I've even seen Dominicans singing corridas 
lately ~ and they're dope!” he says. Earlier this year, 
he released Cosas del Diablo, which bounces from 
corridos to bands to ranchera while embracing bold 
alt-pop sounds, He thinks one of the reasons these 
sounds are resonating has to do not just with exper 
menting, but also with how these genres serve as 
vehicles for storytelling and self-expression. "This s 

tat lets Latinos express them 
selves..,.At the end of the day, they're stories of 
pain, of suffering, ofjoy, of hope, of Faith.” 

Still, some artists think the industry should be 
doing more to make sure Mexican genres continue 
skyrocketing tothe top. Cano started his own label, 
called Los CT, to support new artists and prioritize 
{top-notch production. “Regional ean be bigger.” he 
toll ROLLING STONE. earlier this year "it would be 
atthe top If we had the best studios, the best engl 
neers, and people working with their whole heart 
We're trying to change all that with Los Cr DeLana 
and other industry leaders have aso championed the 
term “misica Mexicana” over “regional.” “Ife! ike 
that name in general gives a perception that we're 
a regional sound, and we're not. The goal is lob- 
al’ she says. 

And kids like Vahritza, Cornejo, and other break 
out stars are shaping the future, particularly through 
their new take on acoustic sierrefio traditions that 
hhave gone viral. These newcomers, clad in snapbacks 
and sneakers, have changed the look and feel of the 
‘music, and they aren’ afraid to sing atthe top of 
their lungs for millions on social media, Ruiz and 
Guerra remember that when they were kids, they 
were a litle embarrassed about playing Mexican 
‘musi. “I wouldnt tll anyone that I played the accor 
dion,” Ruiz says. "That'sall changing now. Nowadays, 
you see all thes ttle kids taking thelr instruments to 
school,” Guerra says. I's cool ta be a mica” ® 


KENZIE 


‘Shehelpedinvent thesound of 
K-pop, and she's ar from inishod 


ITBEGINS WITH a crystaline, whistling 
melody, cresting and dpping, beckoning 
Yyoucloser. Allofa sudden, NCT 127s 
207 rack “Favorite (Vampire) lum- 
‘mats imo. quitky,hip-tap groove as 

the rappers spitabouta dangerous love 
‘that hurts so good, Then, the main event: 
the chorus, whore that haunting rafrain 
bursts fonth ance agai, cradling dling 
harmanie layers ofthe groups vocals. 

‘This song bears the fingerprints of 
someone who's helped bull the sound of 
pop as wo knw it Kenzi, a producer 
and songwriter for SM Entertainment, 
one of pops biggest agencies, Since 
‘She joined SM in 2003, Kenzie has been 
‘radited with at least 30 Top 10 singles 
In South Korea. Born Kim Yoon-jung. 
she grew up studying classical musicin 
South Korea before attending Berle. 
pop, meanwhile, had just begun 
grow. "I wanted to produce music, and 
It aturally ed to pop. Kenzie says. 
*elethat what was hearing in pop and 
sctronic athe time was the future of 
the next generation of music” 

For tha majority ofthe next decade, 
Kenale would raft songs nearly entirely 
by heel, including her fst Korean 
Number One, Bods "My Name. in 2008. 
Along the way, songwriting camps — 
‘weeklong intensives where producers 
and songwriters fom around the globe 
ome together to collaborate — changed 
the way production was done, though 
that newer system lasing ts sper. 
"Because allthe major labels ry to 
adopt the same system” sho sys, "1 
feel tke the freshness losing edge” 
‘But Kenzie isnt one to dwell onthe past 
"We sy that all posible melodies have 

‘been put out inthe world she says, 2 

‘sly smile playing on her face. "But 

al ook for new melodles, 

‘something diferent from the 
‘ast. Something that would 

‘evoltionize the muse 

Industry atau nonn 


THE SUMMER OF 2020 still has a feeling of unreality to it. Did millions of Ameri 
‘ans really rise up in the largest civil rights protests since the Sixties? Did ital re 
ally happen during the peak of an unprecedented global pandemic? Did Katt Wil 
liam really ofer one of the mast sobering comedy special ofthe year in an ad fr 
Supreme? In the clip, posted to the brand's Instagram page, Willams is adorned 
\with a vibrant Tekashi-colored hairstyle, Directed by Ben Solomon, the clip has 
the feeling ofthe early-2000s comedy specials that would air on eable TY, back 


‘when something resembling a colletive culture could be agreed upon, Williams 
‘connects toa growing concer: "Who's gonna say something that makes sense? 

That the JISWEFEOWiliams’ question is Supreme, the clothing brand founded in 1994 by James Jebbia and 
first popularizaday Neva York's population of skaters, st Immediately obvious, But itis true, The brand man 
ages to stay relevant without veering into “thirsty,” the impossible task of being cool without trying, Earlier 
this year, the company/manhed Tremaine Emory ~ who has partnered with Kanye West, worked with Sissy. 
and founded his ownyband, Denim Tears ~ as its creative director, solidiying Supreme’s place in the culture 

1m addition to the Companys overall sensibility, its fast-paced release schedule means it stays ahead of 
‘competition. The Susie 2028 line includes racing jackets, top inspired by the cult film Gummo, and baggy 
silhouettes thatmamybrands are ail catching up to. Atthe end of 2020, Supreme announced its sale to VF 
Corp. ata valuation of$2:.ilion, jee the amount it was valued at in 2017, when Carlyle Group acquired a 
50 percent stakein the company. Bifunyone who spends any time on Grailed or etiay could tll you about 
Supreme’s ability toate in Values The brand's Thursday drops are known to draw a relable crowd of 
brand faithfuls andl savyy resellers ai 


The rise of ekyplocttrencies and NFTs i a logical extension ofthe sort of alchemie cultural connection 
the brand natufally artives at. The Bored Ape Universe cauld only aspire to the allure of Supreme's signa: 
ture box logo. Een under more corporate ownership, the brand finds ways to retain its fierce independence, 
Like when i released collaboration with Airstream, the trailer manufacturer, fora full-on mobile home; or 
‘a partnership withIBIL for special-edition speakers. Supreme finds ways to make sense on an emotional level 
It's why, ata tim whienipther clothing brands were busy posting black squares, it decided to shoot and direet 
a video in whicl Willa tells the story of New York's Hart Island, an area near the Bronx where many anon- 
‘ymous victims @f the hty’s AIDS epidemie are believed to be buried, Supreme is more than happy to say 
‘what's on its mindyeven if you might not lke it. © 
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‘Theactress andwriter behind the BY MANKAPRR 
hhitseries ‘Abbott Elementary’ isquietly  CONTEH 
revolutionizing television 


QUINTA BRUNSON ~ CREATOR, exceutive produc 
cr and star of the hit comedy Abbott Blementary 
~ could moonlight asa tour guide. She meets me 
atthe Warner fros. Television building om a crisp 
day in April. The building, tucked behind bushes 
land an open-air set ofa quaint L.A. street, is boxy 
and drab, one of the least magnificent structures 
see on the lot. And yet Brunson has a way f show 
ing its hidden magic. 

Flanked by a publicist anda studio rep, weload 

into a gol cart, where Brunson leads me on tour 

of the WHT campus ~ it also just happens to be a tour of one of the most excit- 
ing young careers in comedy. 

1.2018, she was cast as lead in a CW series called The End ofthe Worldas We 
‘now ttafter auditioning inthis very building. The show never went to ai, ke 
{to other television shows Brunson successfully sod before Abbott. 

Erunson’s current project ison a very different trajectory. By its second epi 
sode, Abbott Elementary gave ABCs highest ratings fora comedy since the series 
finale of Modern Family almost two years prior. The show isa workplace mock: 


‘mentary following determined teachers in a pub- 
lic, underfunded Philadelphia school of mostly 
Black students. At its best - which the show seems 
{tw operate exclusively at~ Abbott Elementary picks 
up where The Office or Parks and Recreation left 
off, presenting fully developed characters who re- 
semble regular people, The show finds humor in 
the solidarity ofa thankless job, offering the kinds 
‘of genuine laughs that might provide a glimmer of 
light on an otherwise hellish workday. 

‘While it features tons of smart, witty, adorable 
children, Abbott Elementary centers on the teach- 
cers doing their best to serve them with limited 
resources. Brunson plays Janine Teagues, a dog- 
sgedly optimistic but direly insecure 25-year-old 
‘second -trade teacher. The show quickly became a 
critical darling, surprising even Brunson at times. 
“L worried before every single episode of Abbott 
aired,” she says. “I'd ask my partner, ‘What do you 
think, is this good? We thought it was a good ep- 
‘sod, but is if" Then, I was proven wrong each 
week." The series was renewed for a second sea- 
son in March, 

‘As we make our way to the Ellen soundstage, 
where Brunson is scheduled for a sit. 
down with the day's guest host, NBA 
star Dwyane Wade, we drive through 
fan outdoor set of trees, bushes, and a 
10,000-square-foot lagoon, currently a 
‘dry, dusty shell of itself. Known as “the 
Jungle,” Brunson’s WB rep says, it's the 
nly set ofits kind in Hollywood. 

Our next stop, Stage 16, is where most 
‘of Abbott Elementary was filmed. It's a 
towering rectangular warehouse; the 
tallest soundstage in North America. 
For the show, they built the interior ofa 
school inside, based on the actual school 
‘where they shot the pilot. We find it al- 
‘most completely empty, save for a few 
‘workers hanging out near the entrance. 

“People were very confused when 
‘we first got here;” Brunson says. “They 
were like, ‘Why is there a show about 
a school on Stage 16?" We were getting 
dirty looks from around the lot." Even 
tually, hough, the 400 kids in and out 
of the set became beloved around the 
studio. 

Like her show's central character 
Janine, Brunson, 32, is a Philly native, 
Her father managed parking lots in near- 
by Delaware, while her mother taught 
in Philadelphia public schools for 40 
years, She was even her kindergarten 
twacher. Also like Janine, Brunson. went 
to Philadelphia public schools, includ- 
‘ng two specialty high schools. At one, 
she learned engineering and became 
interested in designing amusement-park 
rides. At the other, she specialized in 
the arts. 

AS a child, Brunson knew that she 
‘wanted to write and perform comedy, 
but it didn’t seem realistic for most of 
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Tiroless YouTuber Sunny Singh is 
bringing hardcore tothe masses 


‘ONEOF Sunny Singhs proudest mo- 
‘ments was the night he got punched in 
the face with his own camer. Singh was 
filming 3 DIY hardcore show in Baltimore, 
when would be stage diver swung his 
21m willy, shoving Singh's camera 
‘square into his mouth and breaking two 
‘othistecth nthe process. “As much as 
that sucked 

Jing of This show is eran’ 
‘mastermind of the fast-growing YouTube 
‘concert archive hate5six 

For fans af heavy music worldwide, 
‘Singhs videos daliver that sensation 
Ikea daily vitamin, Since hateseie 
launched in 2008 — the name ia play 
‘9n 856, an ara code for southern Now 
‘Jersey, where Singh, 36, grew up —he's 
Uploaded close to 5.000 videos, noarly 
allot which he filmed himelt. (Last year, 
{ChatilXCXs team reorulted Luis Aponte, 
‘drummer for Pily hardcore band Jesus 
Piece, to perform withthe star on Satur 
day Night Live ater her team spotted him 
ina hatoSex video.) 

Singh traces much ofthe serappy 
approach and activist ethos of hateSsix 
‘back to Rage Against the Machine. The 
son of Indian immigeants, he saw some of 
himsetin thom, "Asa brown kid growing 
LUpinva white New Jersey suburb seeing 
‘heavy band on TV with two un 
‘apologetic mon of color made 
‘me fee ke Thad a home in 
‘that gene” he says 

‘Steg hes big rear 
he wrote Rage's manage- 
‘ment asking to document 
theirsummer reunion 
tour but his allegiance s 
stl with the underground, 
“People wil ell me 
atastemaken he 
Says. "Ton think 
ma tastemaker 
‘because wil 
Iiteraly go fn 
‘Turnstile playing 
Infrantof 2000 
‘peopl, but then 
the next night 
go fi fa 
band paying 
ther first show 
infront of10 
people” 


> QUINTA BRUNSON 


her life. There were only a handful of Black women 
‘comics to look up to, and her parents preferred that 
she do something more traditional anyway 

Brunson would stay in Philadelphia for college, 
where she studied advertising 


and brosdeast tele 
communications at Temple University. She also par- 
ticipated in theater and improw 

After dropping out of Temple University in her 
junior year, Brunson worked at an Apple store in 
Philly and enjoyed it. When she moved to L.A. to 
pursue comedy, she transferred to a store there, It 
was around the same time she began 
to gain traction posting skits onlin. 


“I get along with these executives, but its not 
bout tha," Brunson says plainly. “They re sil racist 
1's the comfortable racism that comes from being ata 
‘company lke CBS for so ong that only ead to shows 
‘that are like The Neighborhood, that are confronting 
race relations more than they're about Black people” 
She had learned via her scripted BuzzFeed se 
ries that she could speckalize in making shows about 
Black people across diferent walks of life that em- 
Dbrace their Blackness without making it the crus of 
the characters. “Like, here is how we talk and here's 
us having dhe regular human stories that every other 
hhuman has, that kind of shit” she says 
‘To Wilmore, this is Brunson’s gift, "Many times 
television gets caught up In showing 
the extraordinary experience ~ every 


runson's early videos have by now “Part of thing from The Kardashians to Sucees- 

reached more than 1 billion people = ————— sion ~ [of] people that have extraord 

fon Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and the ethos nary lives that we could never relate 

YouTube. to, but [with] Brunson, there's a hu 
of curiosity 


In one skit, from 2014, she plays 
“The Girl Who's Never Been on a Nice 
Date” and is thus impressed by a man 
‘buying a bundle of snacks for her at 
the movies. “He got money.” Brunson's 
character memorably declares, exag: 
erating each syllable. Even if you've 
never seen the original clip, you've 
likely seen iin GIF form acres the in 

She was eventually hired by BuzzFeed Video and 
‘Worked there atthe height of is popularity, creating 
and staring in shorts and quick series for the media 
‘company before making three more elaborate shows 
under its umbrella. Those web series prepped her to 
create, write, and sell two shows to major networks 
alter leaving the company. 

The frst was about a dubious gitboss atthe head 
of a fictional media company, one not unlike Bu 
Feed. The other, Quinta and Jermaine, was sold to 
(€8S and centered on a pair of friends (Brunson and 
actor-comedian Jermaine Fowler) ling in Washing. 
ton, D., who must navigate an accidental pregnan- 
cy together. 

Television veteran Larry Wilmore ~ who created 
The Bernie Mac Show, corcreated tsa Rae's Insecure, 
\was a consulting producer on The Office, and wrote 
for The Fresh Prince of BeF-Air ~ came on as execu 
tive producer. Together, they honed Brunson’ abi 
ity to make high-Jevel network TY. Brunson’s hopes 
for Quinta and Jermaine exemplified her commit 

‘ment to making television with nuanced, relatable 

‘Black characters 

She recalls early hurdles with CBS. Like the 
matter of her character's mode of transporta 

tion, “I wanted her to ride the bus. She w 
‘working atthe museum,” Brunson says. Ne 
work executives objected to that. Why? 
They thought that looked too poor to be 
enjoyable,” she explains, “Because they 
‘were like, ‘Can she be in a Nissan?" It was 
anything they could do to not have 
this character on the bus. That socio 
economically represented something 

too unenjoyable to watch, 


and creat 
IS ‘LET'S 
FIND OUT.” 


_manity to her that is very relatable," he 
nS "And it seems simple, bur some 

‘mesa simple thing like that can be a 
revolutionary act." 

[Brunson was intentional about mal: 
ing Abbott weekly, rather than deliver 
Ing all ofthe season at once. “You fn 
{sha whole show and is just ike binge 
eating, binge drinking,” she explains 
“i's fine in theory, but it's not fun.” 
When trunson and I meet, the Abbott wait 
room isa week and a haf out from picking back up, 
and she's eager to get back to it. *T'm ready to make 
better television" she says. “Ilove my writers room 
She lists three factors that weighed heavily on the 
process of hiring writes: They cared about comedy, 
they were kind, and they had a healthy relationship 
‘with education. In turn, many of the show's writers 
have intimate relationships with teachers and school 
sal they are thelr siblings, parents, uncles, 

She still thinks about her time working at Apple. 
"Something that stuck with me from that world was, 
ifssomeone asks you a question and you don’t know 
the answer toi, instead of making up an answer, you 
0, ‘Idon’t know. Let's find out’ Part ofthe ethos 
ff curiosity and creation is [that]” she says, “Peo- 
ple have been asking questions ike, ‘What exactly is 
joing to happen in Season Two?" and stuf, and I'm 
Tike, Tm going to get to my writers room, and we' 
solng to figure it out because i's a really creative, 
Powerful room 

While some of the Abbott adults’ laws are more 
apparent than others take the mostly selfish princ 
pal Ava Coleman, played by comic Janelle James, who 
used emergency funds to plaster a new school sign 
with her image on it tothe building ~ they each get 
the space to be as complicated a rea-ie adults ac 
‘wally are. The show's charaeters are funny because 
they fel fleshed out, even as vehicles for a barrage of 
‘well-timed jokes. And while Janine's drive can cause 
as many problems as Ava's callousness, if there's a 
villain in Abbott Elementary, i's the systemic disad- 
vantages the teachers are working against 

Brunson and her siblings grew up in a three-story 
row home in West Philly, but moved. [Cant. on 36] 
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ROCK IN 


1% 2013, Bianca Okorocha, 
a Nigerian artist who 
performs as Clayrocksu, 
received a DM from a 
Twitter follower, It was 
an invitation to Metal and 
Romance, a partyin Lagos 
focusing on rock music 
a genre long plagued by 

negative stereotypes in Nigeria, When she yot there, 

she couldn't believe what she saw: a whole commu 
nity of fellow rock fans, It was one ofthe happiest 

‘moments of my life" she recalls. Though rock thrived. 

in Nigeria in the Seventies, after the Nigerian Civil 

War, ie quickly faded in popularity. In the country’s 

hyper-religious society, some branded the genre as 

evil, or a manifestation of the occult. But Nigerian 

acts ike Okorocha's Clay and the Misfits, metal and 1 

Last Autograph, and the punkinspived Oma Mahinud 

are leading a new wave. With artists like Burna Boy 

‘entering the Western pop mainstream, could Niger 

an Tock be the next breakout sound? Okorocha thinks 

$0. "If we can combine the rack that we love with 

Afrobeats,” she says, “it may 20 along way” ana voora 
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THIS PAST SUNDANCE, 
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OR YEARS, the truism pgp that drum 


ply in visibility. Thgeievers can 
leas partially thank TikTok. 

he young British yocalist and pro: 
ducer PinkPantheress sampled Adam 
P's drumvand-bass classi “Circles” for 
her viral hit “Break It Off" and Piri, 
hose sprightly, slinky, iquid D&B sin 
le “Soft Spot” has more than 13 ra 
lion plays on Spotty 

Still, the revival has been slowly 
bubbling over within the DJ world, “t 
was fortunate enough to have packed: 
fut rooms with people absolutely 
losing their shit,” says London Dy 
Sherelle, whose 2020 edition of BEC 
Radio 1's Essential Mix was voted the 
top set of the year, the day after her 
USS. tour finale in New York. “People 
might {ance] have said, "You ean't go 
tothe U.S. and play this! Now, you can 
absolutely doit 

When it began three decades ago, 
drum and-bass was known as jungle, 
Je was buile on rolling break beats that 
were considered wildly fast because it 
pushed past 140 beats per minute, far 
above house music's 20-BPM groove, 
By the Nineties, the music began pat 
ing down to rhythmic basics ~ a stag 
gered two-step beat replaced the rol 
ing breaks ~ and sped up to 170 BPM, 
allowing dancers to skank along ta the 
slay, halftime bass tines, 

U.K. artists have long offered inter: 

pretations of imported Black must 
fal styles, But drum and-bass 
was Britain's first indige 
nously produced Black 
senre. “When i's music 
of Black origin, you fee! 
a sense of pride,” says 
sherelle. “Drum-and: 
bass Is very intrinsical- 
ly a part of the UK blue 
print, the DNA of ial 

Drum-and-bass also lives 
comfortably in a U.K. musical in 
age that encompasses Soul 11 Soul, 
Amy Winehouse, and PinkPantheress, 

You could go to.a majority-Black club 
tonight and hear dancehall, R&B, US, 
hip-hop, and drum-and-bass classics 
as part ofa standard night out,” says 
Joe Muggs, author of the U.K. sound 
system's oral history Bass, Ms, Tops 
In Britain, he adds, “drum-and-bass 
was always part of pop culture ~ you 
would hear it on TV bumpers, idents 
onadverts” 


Landon D! Sheralle (ram top) 
have been speeding up the 
Getting more and more popular 


‘The U.K. dancegenre could 
be'thenew Motown” 


BY MICHAELANGELO MATOS 


-AND-BASS 


‘That's integral to DAB’ intergenera 
‘dona appeal. “'ve just been om a film 
shoot, and somebody said, “My dad 
played me thls music?" actorand D&B 
pioneer Goldie recalls with a warm 
Jaugh. 1's more evidence that in the 
U.K, drum-and-bass has become, as 
he puts it, “the new Motown.” 

Ws not Just In the U.K. Crucial 10 
ddram-and-bass’ increasing American 
profile isa greater understanding of 
it as Black music in the U.S. “Drum: 
and:bass experienced the same thing 
as Detroit techno —a whiter audience 
embraced it, and it got written of as 
‘white’ genre and dismissed by the 
Black audience here as such,” says Sin 
starr, the popular Detroit drum-and- 
bass’ DJ and producer. "Nowadays, 
there are way more American Black 
D&B producers than ever, and that 
sroup is constantly growing 

So are the number of women. A key 
factor has been £Q50, a female collec 
tive in London dedicated to gender 
parity inthe drum-and-bass world that 
Jaunched in 2018, “That's been a beau: 
tif thing to watch,” says Sherelle, who 
credits £Q50 for having “allowed peo: 
pile like myself and others to fee! super 
comfortable in the scene. D&B has 
Deen quitea male-dominated scene for 
avery lng time” Now, she says, there 
is a “new wave of women and non: 
binary people coming through: 

The DS surge is also part ofa ges 
eral loosening of genre in dance music 
across the board. “My generation got it 
like, “You're in your micro-genre and 
‘you're rot leaving it” says LA-based 
producerb) Claude Vonstroke (Barclay 
Crenshaw), who has regularly booked 
D&B at his Dirtybird Campout parties 
since 2015. (Goldie is appearing this 
year) “I don’t think it’ Hike that any- 
‘more," Multi genre DJ'ing has “become 
the default ~ I say i's more of an 
anomaly to have a Dj known for just 
fone style lately." says Kristin Malossi, 
aka. Dj Voices, a resident on Brook: 
In’ the Lot Rao, 

Increasingly more than genre, beats 
per minute tend to regulate what and 
hhow Display. For years, rechno tended 
to be played in the 130- to 135-BPM 
range, but starting in the late 2010s, 
bjs began pushing it past 180. (For 
reference, Avici's “Levels” is 126 BPM 
and Darude’'s “Sandstorm” is 136 BPM.) 
AA signal moment came in 2019, when 
the Boiler Room Dy set by Sherelle, one 
of D&B’s most prominent flag tyers, 
‘went viral It showed, she says, "that 
people have an appetite for things 
ping faster” © 
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tic fare, rips apart the 
monthslong sulk that 
followed it, and opens, 
up like never before 
about his childhood, 
"Writing this album wat 
miserable, and that's, 
why it ended up being a superaccurate depiction of 
ry life," he saya, “I felt ke seraplng my ribs of any 
last bits of meat. 

The album marks a shift from the simple and 
angsty lyricism of his debut. “With Kid Krow, 1 was 
very much like, “Hi, 1am Conan, nice to meet you, 
‘These are some things that happened. My heart has 
been broken before, when I was a teenager; " he 
says, shaking an invisible hand. “But then with this 
albus, is Uke,“ had really bad childhood, t'm in 
alot of pain,” he says in a deep, old man voice, be 
fore letting out a gga. 

That childhood was filled with volatility. Gray was 


born in Southern California, but soon his mother 
moved the family to her native Japan to care for her 
alling Father, His dad's rullitary career sometimes 
kept him apart from the family, and when Conan 
was three, not long after the family returned to the 
States, his parents divorced. Following the split, Gray 
and his sister divided their time between his par 

‘ents, He moved “about a billion” times, 

as he said in a 2016 video, sharing tiny 


apartments with his sister and mom; the 
trio once even shared a queen size bed. 
In school, Gray was often bullied by his 
mostly white classmates, sometimes for 
bis mised-race identity 

Inspired by “childhood trauma and gen: 
rational wauma,” and his rough upbring 
ing, Gray wrote “Family Line,” the center 
plece of Superache, “It felt like something 
T needled to say to build a true represen: 
tation of who Lam; he tells me. “And the 
fact that I didn’t have the best childhood is 
‘not something that I'm afraid to talk about 


‘CONAN aRaWsAYsihe’s always been a watch-from-the-sideines kind of guy. A “non- 
partilpaton® ashe puts it, the kind of persongyo lives vicariously through those 
asotind him. “starch people” he says widhashrtg, sipping cold brew (no milk, 
‘hosusgar) outside ofhis favorite coffee shofsin AIS Eagle Rock neighborhood. °I feel 
Tike I'm just an observer of life” 

“Non-participator” seems like a weird way for this particular 23.year-old to de 
‘scribe himself: We're talking about a platinum <elling pop star who just put ona cap 
tivating set tn the blazing desert sun on Coachella's main stage, then walked down 
theft Gals red carpet in an angelic Valentino outic tratmatehed his delieat@tnd 
Bende-fuid fashion, 

But, chatting with Gray ~ today wearing. black bomber jacket vera thrifted base 
‘alle, and black sunglasses in his hair to keep the curls out ofl eyes= you get 
sense of why he's seen his life that way. Maybe it's some impostor syndrome kick 
‘ng fg. she japanese-American Swift, who survived agiigh eblldhood in Middle 
of Nowhere} Texassthatcouldiveseaslyalted his dams of becoming, well, any 
thing, Or perhaps t's that Gray reached a new level of fame during a pandemic this 


to my friends, | wasn't going to put it on 
the album all, but ended up playing i 
for some people and it ended up being all 
of thelr favorites, {el lke 1 kind of awed 
it to the people who listened to the songs 
tobe honest about my life” 

Gray says he's terrified for the world to 
hear “Family Line,” but *music isn't sup 


‘posed to make you feel comfortable all the 
time?’ he says. "think that’s why t decid 
ed to put It on [the album}, because I do 
feel a bit alone sometimes in my life and 
in my past. {think is hard to find people 
that I relate to when it comes to having a 
rough childhood. 1 fle ike it was import 


debut id row ene ut ts Mare 0) ae hi for as Ne pts hs ante sy" Pal ine nde es 

sitting in bed: buddy Olivia bout domestic abuse, though Gray has 
Siting nbd sail becoming egg option these daysince Grays poised ROSHBO; 804 Tor confirmed tat they apply speticl 

for big thing tis yea: He’ asongwler vidya penchant for brat honey anda BARNES? yr histumlyy 

comic coual'ciermacinegy icaps SeCna Emer oustes taal; er tige-—ako woah ae greet 
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Austin cnut (@Austinchal) began 
‘making videos a6 way to hold himslf 
‘Sccountablein his purault of healthy 
Iiestyl. "When hundreds of thousands 
‘of peopl are watching your video, you 
‘cannot be lazy” says Chu, 21, whose 
‘ideos — often ust hn preparing to 
‘goto the gym —are part of a uniquely 
‘soothing trend: creators hurting in 
‘the mundane detall of everyday ie 
(You can find many such videos under 
‘the tdlallysiog hashtag,) Some ereators 
‘choose 1o share specific maments that 
bring thom joy. ovethetlorys, an 
‘Atlanta-based family of fous, alm to 
Inspire other Black couples through their 
Instagram and TikTok Whether they are 
shopping for groceries, laying with 
‘theirchldre, or attanding to chores 
around the house together, the goal isto 


{o00 ther lives reflected in their. 

Nabela Nooe (@Nabela) started he 
popular collection, known as Pockots of 
Peace, during quarantine. “wanted to 
‘pt out content that fal ke a breath of 


{resh air amidst the noize and chaos 
ahasays The videos ae vignettes of 
small moments of oy ie lighting acan 
door pouring alate of water” Noor 
Pockets of Peace videos have garnered 
‘more than bilion views, wrsowe1 
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smast-hit debut Sour ~ by hisside. “He's been a bit of 
‘a mentor ora dad to me," Gray says ofthe producer, 
Nigro was the first person to invite Gray, then & 
YouTuber who posted from his childhood bedroom 
and briefly from his UCLA dorm room, into areal st 
dio, “He told me he had never sung on a microphone 
fon a mic stand Nigro says, “ve never dug in with 
somebody from the ground up, and it's been one of 
the most rewarding experiences of my life. Whenev 
cer he rings an idea it Fels distinctly him, and 1 
help bring it out in the best way possible, His DNA is 
ecific” 


> CONAN GRAY 
| 


‘THERE'S ANOTHER PART of his past Gray has been 
thinking long and hard about recently: his relation 
ship with the internet, in high school, 
he built a devoted following on You 


Among those people i his besti, Olivia Rodrigo, 
‘They met in early 2021 and bonded over their 
adoration for Taylor Swift, the lytical matriarch 
GGray once said “raised” him. tt was around that time 
‘that Swift had her “two kids” share a snippet of her 
rerecorded "You Belong With Me,” with the two 
friends re-creating an iconie scene from ts video. 

Since then, the pair have attended award shows 
and the Met Gala together, and recently performed a 
‘duet to Katy Perry’ “The One That Gat Away” during 
Rodrigo’s Sour tour. But when no one’s watching, 
their friendship mostly consists of just ordering a 
‘bunch of food and watching movies, 

“L very much value quality over quantity in my 
Ife,’ Gray says. “With Olivia, she’s someone that 1 
Just adore, And it’ always nice to have friends that 
you can depend on. [Fame] is very confusing thing, 
and t's nice to have people that you can relate to and 

find comfort in” 
's fitting, then, thatthe fourth rack 


‘Tube by sharing selfedited drawing “Writing on the albuin is tiled “Best Friend” 
videos fe updates, and clips of him- | ——— dedicated to the core set of besties 
Self playing the ukulele. His tweets this felt like (including his high school bestfriend 


‘were often streams of consciousness 
reflective of a carefree, oversharing 
Gen Zer. 

‘AS a high school senior, Gray re 
leased his frst song, “lle Tow 


ribs of 


ispi video, anosaige ouewo me LAST BITS 
OF MEAT.” 


siilness of his hometawn and the close 
friends he made there, laced with a 
yearning hope to get out. Just a quar- 
ter into UCLA, he'd leave schoo, sign 
to Republic Records, and release his 
EP, Sunset Season. Then came Kid Krow and the rise 
oof “Heather,” about envying a girl who was just too | 
perfect, which went two-times platinum and became 
an anthem for a generation of young adults (and Ti 
"Tok adits) just ike him, 

But as the song blew up during the summer of 
2020, the internet suddenly became a dark place 
{or Gray: Trolls fabricated a rumor that he had worn 
blackface, others resurfaced a video from a 1-year 
‘old Conan saying he “looked Mexican” because of a 
dark tan, and some criticized his use of emoji that 
they deemed didn't mateh his skin color. 

Gray would address the backlash in a Twitter 
thread in July 2020, accepting responsibility for some 
of the things he had said as a tween while also ac 
Jnowledging that some things were just untrue. Since 
then, Gray has stayed mostly absent from digital life 
(ora least from Twitter) 

“1ewas a total invasion of my privacy. It was hor 
fying. That's when Iwas like, "You really have to take 
lk with agrain of sat and decide what's golng to atfect 
you and what's not ging to affect you, because Iwas 
Jetcing al of it affect me," Gray says. "I was going 
sane, No matter how low, I thought | was just getting 
Kicked further and further” 

Gray says he's since learned to “really respect” the 
internet and the “extremely powerful tool” that it 
‘am be, but opts to just spend a few hours on TikTok 
a day and simply stay quiet. “ve really learned to 
take a step back from the internet and focus on peo: 
ple who purely love you." 


scraping my 


Ashley) he's surrouncled himself with 
thoughout his if. “You're just as psy’ 
cho as me/fust as sick inside the head 
So when they ask, I've always said, 
“That's my fucking bestfriend,” Gray 
sings on the sweet, guitar backed ode. 

“I don't know if i's super-healthy 
to depend on your friends as much 
ast do, ls really dhe only way I eel ke 
ve made it through anything.” Gray 
says. “Flt wasn for my friends in high 
school I don't think [would have survived. ..Obvt 
‘ously, yo to therapy 2s well, but my fiends are ev 
erything tome. {call them and I text them andl visit 
them, and I eally rely on them a lat” 


ten Yur SPN coffee wih some: 
A ise wat ste er 
brea i hard oot ell him about 


Yyour own, As we talk about his Coachella perfor 
‘mance and his flawy, bubblegum pink outit, Ladmit 
to Gray that | watched his set ~ and his debut perfor- 
‘mance of "Memories," about wanting a former love 
to stay away and let him heal ~ while standing next 
{to my own ex. Gray isn't here for it 

“Why would you do that to yourself? What's 
‘wrong with you?” he yells at me, his voice rising 
With every word. “You'rea masochist!” 

He's right, and I deserved the scolding, But frank: 
ly, we're in the same boat, Conan! Take “Footnote,” 
which he wrote after watching Pride and Prejudice 
forthe fist time, bawling is eyes out when he rea- 
ined reality is far from the flm’s fictional romance. 

t's about accepting the fact that somebody that 1 
had feelings for didn’t have feelings for me back, and 
that was OK with ithe says ofthe song, on whieh 
‘hesings, “PIjust take a footnote in your lfe/And you 
‘could take my body/Every line I would write for you" 

“ita ite embarrassing realizing you don't real 
ly mean anything to someone that you realy, really 
adore and really, really love and want to care about 
you," he says [ont on 371 
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Flashy mouthwear is entering 
Rsmostartfulera yet 
BYKYLERICE 


STYLEIS CYCLICAL, and 


yi ay 


preven” 


n 


‘Thealt-power-pop 
wizards are the 
bestband you've 
never heard of 


ROCK 


WHEN MOM ROCK were 


Toaking fora basset fou 


‘mom. paved bas, 
Magill. Ident know 


nd ply bass, So | messaged [singer gta 
Tack] andl was ie, ‘Do you want to fam or someth 
Magalul got the gig rounding aut one of indi ek 
‘most promising youn 1 forming in 2018 at 
addictive mx of power pop and altrock. Th fist two 
hey uploaded (oSpaty (Convereation’ “Grand 
e")rached up mote then a millon plays, 


Heimburger proposed tina group txt. "Dad Rack sa 


"ha bandmates graduated collage nd 10 
Tearing to function as athee-piece after parting with Po 
lack n May, dus to creativ and personal ferences, its 

1 good Toder Torus saye Magohul, “Some ofthe 
‘ong ever written were bxeahup eangs aNoYOREENE 


YER THE PAST DECADE, one question has consis: 
Fenty floated around Hollywood: What's happening 
With Blonde? Writerdirector Afirew Dominik has 
been developing the upcoming Netix fil, lich 
Feimagines the life of Marilyn Monroe, since 2010 
and it's taken nearly that long to cast the seeming 
unlikely Ana de Armas as Monroe, in a roe that was 
previously attached to Jessica Chastain and Naomi 
‘Wats, Dominik, knoyin for the Brad Pit Feacure Ki 

ent Softy an, more relevantyythe lonlimbed 
anti Western The Assassinationd of Jesse James by the 
Coward Robert Ford, has said that the delays are in 
part due to budgetary concerns. 

‘Whatever the reason, the delay has only made the 
project ~ due this fll ~ that much more mysterious 
The movie adapts Joyce Carol Oates’ epic 2000 novel 
‘ofthe same name, and atthe very least, we know that 


Oates has seen it~ and given her approval. Lat yea, 
‘Oates called ita "startling, brilliant, very disturbing, 
and perhaps most surprisingly an utterly feminist 
interpretation.” Perhaps more tellingly, Jamie Lee 
Curtis, whose father, Tony Curtis, starred alongside 
Monroe in the classic Some Like It Hot, has said that 


Mom Rockers Magguili and 
Heimburger at New Yorks 


De Armas 
‘ees blond 
in Blonde, 


BLONDE 


‘The forever-in-the works reimagining 
‘of Marilyn Monroe'slifeis tantalizing 


she was waved by the cut she's seen, “I dropped to 
the floor” she told Vanity Fit “t couldnt believe it. 
Ana was completely gone. She was Marilyn.” 

Oates’ novel largely reconstructs the life of 
‘Norma Jeane” ther middle name's added “e" is an 
intentional error on the author's part) through her 
damaged and damaging sexual and romantic rela 
tionships with men: Joe DiMaggio, for example, and 
the playwright Arthur Miller ~ and, most notor: 
‘ously, birthday boy John F. Kennedy. Dominik may 
not seem like the first choice for this project ~ i 
being, above al, a film about a woman, helmed by a 
director whose work to date has pointedly, and often 
‘thoughtfully, concerned itself with the psychological 
\agaries of men. Bu Jesse james might offer a hint of 
‘what's to come. That movie was a patient study, not 
‘ofthe Wild West, but ofthe brain-rotting nature of ce 
lebrity, down tothe jealousy ~ the hunger fora claim 
to fame — tha it could inspire, This movie? We have 


this much to go on: In March, the film was slapped 
‘witha rare (exceedingly so, for Netflix) NC-17 rating 
Ac minimum, the delay of is release has only made 
us that much hung 
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How aChicagodadis pulling off ascarcely 
believable tribute to rock’e greatest drummer 


LED ZEPPEMN drum covers arent exactly a rave com 
modi. Ally YouTube sesh tuns up & sea of resus, 
from chil Yoyoka Soma rang “Good Times 
Bc RAR e-band members repeating John 
‘anh Bay Remains te Same ook. But amid 
thalWlitleRam@os” enc “Rock and Rel” you 
find so Jar 9 man covering not ust 

but erlBBABAE— every monster iin "Whole Lots 
Love" ey Batted smack inthe “Moby Dick” solo 
that RESON the beter par of three hours one 
ight HEBRWIORR Jepan,n September 137 

Thal MBEMBbce of thestricaty nthe videos 
eos EE on hi Bonisemology YouTube chon 
EMEMERIUREE Suing Hitysamething dad who sets up 

‘probably stemming fram 
his main gig 35a faze drummer. But his grasp of Ban 
hams style — that combination of sledgehammer force 
‘nd greasy funk ~ is uncanny. fee! ke [Bonham] was 
‘cou! and RAB crummer witha very heavy ut very wide 
Synamie range” Fludas says “The most slaifieant actor 

having 3 touch. Alt oft ishaw you hc the rum, how 
You pllthe sure! au of the dum: 

"ides spends a coupe of weeks immersing himeett 
in abootiog before tying a playthrough. Hathon simpy 
‘ues up the show and gaes fort, adhering tos stick, 
novedts policy. As proud ashes of his fll ig renditions, 

rss ma Tred Up about the People’ Front of 
(or PFO2, a remate cover band he stared with 
{uta van Jaki and bassist Pete Etna that's earned 
fim some encouraging DMs from immy Page ating, 
a passed slong = thumbe-up from Pape, PFOZ essen 
tally conjure ther own Zep performances bated on ther 
Intimate knowledge ofthe bend: watching their nearly 
29-minata “Dazed and Confused” you experience the 
Bonham style nota series of technical specications 
bbutasaiving language. “if youre ging 1a dot for 
yourself, do ard have fun wth ke Fladas aay. Than, 
Bf struck by the iciosynerasy of his Bonhamolegieal 
Fev and eughe. “Ws kind ofa bizare thing.” wana weeaMen 
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It MULTIVERSE 


Multiple worlds area boon to storyteliors — 
andacomforting thought as ours goes tohell 


WHETHER YOU, yourself, liven just one ofan endless array of alternate 
universes is, apparently, a topic of actual debare among physicist, 
‘even sober ones. But when it comes to fictional worlds, muliverses 
are taking over, from the Marvel Cinematic Universe (which, come 
to think of it, might have to change its name), most recently with, 
‘Dr Strange inthe Multiverse of Madness, to the brillant indie film 
Everything Everywhere All at Once, in which infinite Michelle Yeohs 
grapple with i's infinite tragedies 
The appeal of the idea to storytellers and their corporate patrons is 
obvious #awelsewyopld you get Tobey Maguire, Andrew Garfield, and Tom Holland to all play 
SpideeeMan in thessame movie? How else would you beable to cram Patrick Stewart's Professor 
‘avler from 20th Gentury Fox's X-Men movies intgthe MEU2 On one hand, the concept opens 
the door for wilder storyieling: on another, allows for ends erations ofthe same charac: 
ters and a doorway to painless reboots. There are always more Spider Men nt there. 

The many-worlds concept has long been a scifi staple, and in come buks was vriinally 
bese known via Marvel's rival DC beginning witha legendary September 1961 Fash story called 

lash of two Worlds" which introduced the idea oa Earth-1-and Earth:2, eachwith its own 
set ofheroes, By 1985, DC editors became convinced that ie many alternate worlds ~ including 
bbne here the Nazis won World War Il and at least two where all he superheroes were carioon 
fanimals ~ were too confusing for new readers. DC downsized its cosmos with the apocalyptic 
Imiseries Crisis on Infinite Earths, only o shrug and reintroduce the multiverse later; Mean- 
‘While, the idea also popped up inthe usual nerdy venues, from Doctor Whod@Starsek to the 
AUnderited 2000s series Fring: 

But multiverses have never been so mainstream, snd it’s hard nat#@ eonnet the concepts 
spread with a prevailing sense in recent years that here on this, Wee slipped into what 
Comunity calle darkestrimeline’=thatyinie face ofeaseading calamities from Trump 
to Covid (ereliate change to Julla fox, were i the y urs ofall possible worlds, Which, in cura, 
creates a powerful yearning for the possibilty ofbelter anes. 

‘The trend isn slowing down. There havalreadybetn two separate multiversal Spider Man 
‘movies: 2018' Into the Spider Verse, whic gat uere fist, and last year's Spider-Man No Way 
Home. Next year will bring a sequel to thefofmer movie, Spider Man: Acrass the Spider Vers 
And over in Warner Bros. DC Comics cosmos, The Flash, due in 2023, will belatedly drag the 
cinematic versions ofthe DC characters into their own multiverse, with both fen Aleck and a 
‘7O-year-old Michael Keaton popping up as incarnations of Batman, 

And for Warner Bros., which is dealing with Flash star Ezra Miller's endless series of arrests 
and scandals the multiverse may bea salvation: Execs there are almost certainly at work scour 
ing various realities for one where Flash can be played by a less problematic actor. aan ar? 
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BY JEFFIMAZA 


THANKS TO striving illennias, Covid 
Jockdown, and the bral pace of modern 
fe tsl the time-honored tration of 
imply chilling in public has fallen out 
favor in recont year, but nature is 
nally healing, and people nthe ety are 
jememberng howto simply heng out 
Stoops, park benches, andthe carers of 
pace between bas are once agin viable 
ot spats, a8 plenty of elzena make due 
th the nearast options they ean find 
we comes to rvting you to wander 
fn, meander and moke conversation 
fwtnout necorsariy buying anything, 
tone ofthe ets new storefronts have 
te concept ae dala in a the clothing 
rare gallerycotie shop COLBO In 
fhe Lower East Se. 
The store recenty opened, boast. 
p03 high deity sound system and 
ate-of the-art D) setups host to a 
lw of independant designers, who are 
fan invited 0 curate orginal pop-ups 
thin the expansive space. Colbo has 
rn into eultural hub reminiscent 
f Opening Ceremony, whare a prev 
fous generation af New York coo Kis 
perfected the at of hanging out. Except 
obs has a move ambitious twit up ts 
soove: The store hosts parties nd art, 


‘ws wth an experiential flare. A recent 
Jpop-up for the menswear brand Whim 

of featured a min-gof course in the 
stores back oom, 


NEW YORK REMAINS 2 place whore 
beautifully dressed people seem to ust 
pout ofthe woodwork isnot an 
Uncommon sary for new atvalsto aban 
don Iietimes wardrobe after coming 
facestoface with the citys efertogsly 
elegant denizens, Despite what the word 
‘of linury fashion might have you belive, 
you can lok ie these street muses 
Tors modest amount of money Ral 
insiders shop at LARA KOLEI, which 
recently relocated to Lower Manhtan 
from Greenpoint, Brooyn, Sort ofike 8 
vintage Disneyland, the store eats ae: 
Fated selection of designer garments fram 
fachions heyday. There's Nineties Prada 
alongside Miu Mu and Gaultier, as wall 
‘as band and rap tees that youl fis find 
your favorite musician photographer in 

“The key to goad style rit how much 
you spend but how the clothes you wear 
‘make you fel. t Lara Kol, the price 
points shockingly reasonable. Fora store 
Carrying so many highend brand, the 
isrt.an ounce of pretense in the expe 
tiene. The staf are as in lve with the 
Clothes as anyone else an, instead ofthe 
‘Rervotypcally intimidating experience 
fof luxury shopping, manage to remind 
yout how good lathes ean make you 

eel ina move toward more ditinct ways 

Bier crossing, a pasion for viage has 
taken holdin the iy Despite the mayor’ 

Beton. New York an = gant stip mall 
ust yt. and stores like La la) rove it, 


RECENTLY, ATA packod-out showin 
Manhattan, the apiner MIKE treated 9 
raucous crowd ta taste of Brooklyn's 
bbubbing underground rap movement 
‘The 23-year-old rapper and producer is 
based out ofthe borough, and has been 
sharing music on Bandeamp since 2015, 
He's since toured wth act ike Fredcie 
Gibbs and Esl Sweatshir. Mike serene 
‘aps ea he ave broadcast rom his 
pint, and he's bubbling int the main 
stream with rising ganeration of youn 
fans. As producer, he wrangles amples 
land textures fom daperate comers ot 
Isle and sensation, On his latest album, 
Discot, he balances ematonal resonance 
with calm, soulful production. ke has 
panchant for emotive, sparse storytelling, 
‘and the ame can be said fr s number of 
his rooklyn contemporaries. 

IYAA, whose 2020 dabut Forever, 
Ya Gi introduced the Chicago-bomn 
singer tothe masses, has an innately 
poetic fare, and her gentle swoon can 
‘mask the radical impulse present. Now 
based in Broklyn she spins soulful ml 
ages that nversizay from the concerne 
‘of Black iteration, gently intertwining 
‘with the personal and political. KeiaA 
makes a compelling cae for refusing to 
‘decouple tha two, ard the result is both 
transcendent and transformative Is leo 
2 fiting soundtrack fora growing musics! 
Senablity i the borough 

AVY BLUE, who was formerly a 
professional skater fr the New York 
powerhouse Supreme, knowea thing or 
‘of felesses, he's proven tobe more than 
's hobbyist when ft eomesnat only ta 
the craft f hip hop, but ale to iter 
tion. Navy freewheeling approach to 
language and narrative shares lot of 
tendencies wth spoken-word, and theres 
2 spinal mension to his mic as wel 
bis 2020 debut. Ads rn, took ts name 
froma Yoruba term fora sacced tool ueed 
bythe spint Ogun, and found Navy intent 
‘hunearthing Inner stenath, 


[NEW YORKERS LIKE msc thoy can 
‘ouch, Haw else would you exslain the 
enduring legacy at AI RECORD SHOP in 
the East Vilage? Since 1996, the store has 
Femained a staple for Dis, sudlophies, 
fand everyone i between. Ona recent 
Sunday in May 1 showed signs of 
concern around whether could each 
‘8 younger generation, A young Zoomer 
feven scurried around he shop with 2 
notepad, writing down the ramos of 
‘cords that he aw t makes sense that 
‘Now Yetkers havea taste for vinyl ~ the 
format infured withthe kind of tangible 
story that nearly ever street coener 
the et is chock fl of 

‘econ toa 202% part fram MAC 
Data (formerly Nelsen SoundScan), ving 
sales inthe United States increased from 
215 milion units in 2020 to 417 milion in 
2021s the vnylhesds who frequent Al 
willbe around forthe foreseeable future 

Meanwhile, the citi rawing with 
ew places 0 listen to records and argue 
bout the fidelity of the saund. The atest, 

iN RD inthe Lower Eas Side, 

expansive lounge area and EAVESDROP 
in Greenpoint has became one ofthe 
city's hotest now bar, part thank to 
‘commitment to the ol-sye “istening 

Te cynical view i that al ofthis is 
‘merely empty ostaela bu f you spend 
fenough time at At youl start to realize 
itessmly an appeeciation of history, 
ancestry. Digging through the crates at At 
‘auld aed you ta stumble upan s record 
played atthe influential Mars nightclub in 
{he Nineties oF atest pressing trom the 
legendary house abel Shelter Records. 
Tha etone acts as an archive of history, 
unencumbered by streaming algorithms 
‘or data collection. I's why preserving 
fen thes iy fragments f human is 
‘more than a hobby for some New Yorkers 
Aira the meaning of fe. @ 
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BILLY STRINGS backs his black Jeep Gladiator 
down to the lip of Nashville's Percy Priest Lake 
and hops out to unhook the trcked-out bass boat 
he's towing behind him. The heavy sounds of Pri: 
‘mus, ane of his favorite bands, spill Ioudly out of 
the cab, where old Combos wrappers, cigarette 
butts, and fishing lures are strewn about. Strings, 
in a Dickies work coat with “Boomer” embrot 


dered over the heart and a “Billy Strings” patch 
‘onthe opposite side, lets his cigarette dangle from 
his mouth while he frees the boat from the trailer 
ina pair of white ising gloves. 

“Love this little fucker.” he says, tossing me a line attached to the boat before 
jumpingbaekeintathe Jeep to park nearby. “Just walk i into the water lke a dog 
ancl dont ett float aay 

Soon, Strings is bounding back down the pfldmloy, onto the small dack, and be: 
flind the wheel of his, bost, 2.16 foot Tracker he bought a birthday gift co himselt 
‘afew vearsago. On board, there'sabouta dozen fshing rods) tackle boxes full of as 
sorted rubber worms and crankbaits, and some egy sandwiches and oranse eneny 
{rinks he brought to share, The lightning-fingered bluegrass musician is. unfailingly 
‘cansiderate, He's also an inveterate bass fisherman 

#1 go as often as I can,” he says. "Sometimes Il et homve from a fonigass touring 
should probably just go t bed, but instead { put dhe boat i the Wate” 

‘he night before, Strings was onstage at the Ryman Auditorium performs the 
fiestor three sold-out headlining shows fora crowd best described as anbiiged. For 
reagly.three hours, a mix of tie-dyed hippies, young and old biegrassers, and jam. 
rodkfalthful stomped their feet and banged their hands oAlthespevs of the former 
‘hurely neanthe-end:ofayparticulalyfieneejam, onefuy shined up a balcony 
column tribute. 

The Ryman concert was a validating mllestOfe forthe 29-year-old Strings, a Mich- 
‘gan native who escaped a childhood fpaverty and meth use in his small town of 
Muir (“There's nothing to do there,” Besa¥s, “that’s why everyone gets hooked on 
drugs") to became one ofthe most poplar live draws ofthe pandemic era 


SONIALS 


In 2019, he kicked offa three-yea 
tently sold our shows, successfully pivoting to drive 
in gigs and livestreams in 2020. Of the top 100 tours 
‘of 2021, Strings ~ signed to the independent label 
Rounder Records ~ ranked among the top third. 
He's also evolved into a festival str, playing high up 
‘on the bill at Bonnaroo and Lollapalooza, and head: 
Tining the jarm-centrie Peach Muse Festival. n April, 


run of consis: 


Post Malone, a Strings superfan, made a surprise ap- 
pearance onstage at one of his concerts 
When Strings drove his fishing Jeep home from 
the Ryman after that frst sokd-out show andl pulled 
into the driveway of the log-eabin-style house he 
recently bought outside of Nashville, he broke down 
literally patted myself on the back and 
looked in the rearview mirror and sai, 
‘Good job, kid, You fucking did allright to 
night;" Strings says. “I'm Ike, ‘Dude, ev 
cerything’s good: I'm taking care of myself 
’m not worrying about where 'm going 0 
iget my next meal or pay rent 
At that, Strings guns the boat's throt 
tle and we're off across the lake, heading 
to a favorite cove to shield us from a mid: 
morning rainstorm and, if we're lucky, 
hook some bass 


“Pm not running toward success; Pm 
running away from poverty,” Strings say, 
pulling down his baseball cap so the wind 
doesn't blow it away. “Vm running away 
from being a poor meth head, from ving 
in squalor, having no food in the fridge, 
having no hot water, from taking a shower 
in a moldy shower and drying off with a 
towel that smells ike mildew, From wear 
ing dirty clothes to school and being em 
barrassed to take your shoes off at your 
friend's house because you're wearing the 
same sacks you've been wearing for days 
and your feet stink 

That's why I cried lastnight 

To hear Strings, born William Lee Apos 
tolon Oct. 3, 1992, recount moments from 


his childhood is to suspect he’s bullshit 
ting. Primus leader Les Claypool, now a 
friend and fishing buddy, often tells him, 
“That sounds made-up," when he finishes 
a story. Strings laughs, but swears i's all 
‘true: how he was born during a bluegrass 
picking party: how a friend ofthe family 

‘hitman ~ drove his mother tothe hospi 


Hom ear alto give bith (My mom tld me he ony 
hotshot killed bad people; how his grandfather 
Guta dark, and mesa crnkon Wild Tre, de 
rugiaddled” Gedo install anew garage door by dr 
ae ing his car straight through the rear wall 
Heeetes ——andinto the backyard 
tothe ‘My family fsa wip, bro come fom 
Pop-musie ——snoonshiner, drug dealing, partying, rock 
ven & rolling folks,” he says. “Hillbillies: 

Some of those stories are much darker, 
BYJOSEPH and more tragic. After his biological fa 
HubaK ther overdosed on heroin when Strings 
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was two, his mother, Debra, remarried. Strings con: 
sider his stepfather, a bluegrass-picking good-timer 
named Terry Barber, his dad. "Terry raised me and 
taught me how to wipe my as, te my shoes, and play 
sitar. That's my fucking dad,” he says emphatically 
For his next projet, he's plotting an album of blue 
srass classes recorded with Barber. 

But as Strings was about to become a teenage, le 
changed, Both of his parents got hooked on meth, 
he says, and those regular bluegrass jam sessions de 
volved into nights of debauchery. “What used to be 
so beautifal— the camaraderie, the parties, the cou 
ple Busch Lights, and a couple joints ~ turned into 
meth, hardcore binges, ne food in the fridge, and 
no parents, even though they're sitting right infront 
‘of me," Strings says. Disgusted, he moved out of his 
family’s trailer when he was 3 

“rye talked to him quite abit about his life," Clay 
pool says. “We have similar backgrounds, We kinda 
‘come from substance-abuse families and tweakers 
and whatnot. He's hada lot of these life experiences 
that are prety intense” 

Seeing the fallout from drug abuse firsthand didn't 
stop Strings from experimenting with a pharmacy 
‘of drugs himself — crack, coke, heroin, and meth, 
among them. “When T was young and 1 found out 
my parents were on meth, | was lke, ‘Shit, want 
10 see what's so cool," he says, “That's why I did 
heroin too." 

He did heroin only a few times ~ never witha nee 
{dle ~ and stopped after a terrifying hallucination in 
Whieh he saw death coming for him, These days, 
Strings drug of choice is weed. After Bnihing his ex 
sandwich, he pullsa red glass bow out of his pocket, 
packs i fll, and sparks up. He stopped drinking 
alcohol six years ago, ater an especially disastrous 


sig; and his parents both got clean around the time 


Strings graduated high school, He bought his mother 
a house afew months ago. 

“A nice-ass house, in our hometown. And it's paid 
for” he says with a big smile and nod. “t could have 
‘bought a fucking Ferrari or some dumb shit, but the 
fist thing I wanted to do was make sure my mom was 
taken care of 

‘When Strings was younger, he didn’t much care 
for pop music, When he saw Machine Gun Kelly 
perform at a Cannabis Cup festival in 2018, he was 
dumbfounded. 

“There were all these big three-part harmonies, 
and nobody's singing. He's gota drummer anda gui 
‘ar player and he’s playing guitar sometimes, but 
they're playing over a track. What the fuck is going 
fn?” he says, shortly before landing an impressive 
smallmouth bass. 

But he's become a fan of Machine Gun Kelly, along 
‘with artists ke Jack Harlow and the late rapper Young 
Dolph. So what caused him to soften his stance? 
“Hanging out with Luke Combs and Post Malone,” he 
says. Strings spent afew days writing with Combs at 
the country superstars Key West retreat, and theyre 
leased the bluegrassy collab “The Great Divide” last 
January. Back in 2020, he hung out with Post Malone 
athe rapper’ Utah compound, hamming up with 
a Jeveraction rile on Instagram and singing Hank 
Willams and Johnny Cash songs into the wee hours. 

“He's a fucking supernice guy. Like Del McCoury 
nice,” Strings says, comparing the face-ttted “Cir 
cles” singer tothe bluegrass great, “You gain respect 
{or somebody who knows every single word to ‘Jam: 
balaya (On the Bayou), It's lke, ‘Damn, this mother 
fucker knows more Hank than Ido.” 

“Hell ya, what a good night,” Malone tells ROLLING 
STONE in an email when asked ifhe remembers the 
Jam session, “It was at my house, got some beers and 
fot out the guitars. He was recording in a town not 
{00 far from where I live, When | found out, | told 
him to head over: Iont, on 1371 
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The pandemic helped transform 
onewriter'sdebut novel 


FORSNEHA. tho 
protagonist of Sarsh 
‘Thankam Mathews 
engrossing debut 
‘novel, ll This Could 
Be Different the 
fre seems prom 
sing as shelands a 
Job and a free apart- 
‘ment inanew ety 
But as he forges 


struggling to write 
he took a break and 
she and her Braokiyn 
kd cope with the growing, 
10, “What grew out of tht 
ts momenta-clarity 
online Slack network 


"What started witha fe ers 

snowball into grassroots community 

assatance. "We supported 23,000 peo- 

ple during those fist seven months with 

week's worth of groceries” she says of 

tatlve, named Bed-Stuy Song. 

nd by the end. we raised and red: 

‘eibuted $1.3 milion” The project trans 

formed her nal concept for s navel, 

criginall satire of the modern office, 

Inta.one more relatable forthe ti 

hope more than anything that people 

{ake away this idea that each of 

Usa finite unt of power 

she says. ‘Andi you join 

Upallthese ite Fite 

Units of power, we can 

really move to reshape 

the society we wish to 


‘A FEW WEEKS ago, toward the end of a hectic work 
day, a writer — let's call héF Sarah ~ took what she 
though was her usual déS@@FEBD. She had recently 
been gifted new bogtle fram the same brand she a 
ways takes, and chodgh thelabel wasydifferent, Sarah 
didn’t really nociges To hours latenjshe was x lot 
more relaxed ulin she expected fo be, was eating 
dinner and syildemly staring into space” se recalls. 
Her husband Wa amused; shewas worried. tthen she 
realized thatwhat she'd taken Wash’CEBD arall, but 
somethigigealled delta-8 THC. tr lalmed ta bejast as 
legal afula-mild CRD, but this onegorherstoned. 
[Like wellknown delta-9 THC sessentally weeds 
active Ingredient ~ delta-8 THC does, as Sarah 
discovered, gt you high. But the prods wouldn't 
exist witha ts less intoxicating redecestor. Aer 
the 2018 farmbil legalized industrial hemp (defined 
as cannabis that contains less than percent THC; 
as opposed t@ marijuana, which eontalnsa lot more), 
American producers set co work Seeing what they 
‘ould chemleally isolate from the mewly legab plant, 
“Mostly, this Was CRD. Buc then, ehey got reative 
First idtified in the 1940s, dla, which nat 
rally preseitiayery small amouttsin cannabis, Was 
‘mostly reserved for animal studies. ‘Delae8 THOtYD 
ically gets madelbyassynithetie pees Which icy 
lization reaction rom @BDPsave Linda Klumtpers, 3 
University of Vermont chemist who co-authored are 
view of delta studies, By adding acid and solvent to 
CBD, it changes the molecule, and you get delta8. No 
‘one really took deka-8 seriously until a glut of CBD 
allowed for experimentation, and led toa whole new 
range of products that goes beyond just getting high, 
‘The problem with delta products made from 
industrial hemp, however, is that there are no fed: 
eral testing requirements ~ those are implemented 
‘nthe state level when it comes to delta‘ ~ so you 
don’t necessarily know what you're getting, Grant 


Wsanew way toget 
baked —butit’s largely 
unregulated, untested, 
‘and unstudied 
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Boatman of Canna River — which makes vapes, 
‘gummies, and other produets that Include a vari. 
«ety of hemp-derived cannabinoids — says their prod: 
ucts go throu rigorous safety testing ab reports 
are available on its website), but that can’t be said 
for many on the market. "We go above and beyond 
to make sure the products that we buy, the raw ma: 
terials, are all clean,” he says. *[But] there's a tre 
‘mendous amount of bad aetors that just don’t care 

‘On top of safety concerns, there's also the problem 
of whether or not it's actually legal. While some 
states have made laws specifically outlawing on a 
federal level the sae of deta, advocates claim that 
since it's derived froma legal substance, it should be 
allowed; others say that since it's an analogue of a 
federally controlled substance, it has the same legal 
standing as delta9 THC, Shawn Hauser, a Colora: 
do lawyer who specializes in cannabis law, explains 
It’s not really about the legality of the molecule it 
self. "For products that are interstate commerce and 
Intended for human consumption, they have to be 
legal under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act," she says. “And delta8 products are not.” But 
like with CRD, the FDA is so far only cracking down 
on companies making health claims. 

In states with legal weed, some operators have 
‘opted to use CHD extracted from marijuana plants 
Which aren't legal for interstate commerce, but do 
have the benefit of being part ofa regulated market 
offering the customer more confidence. “Because of 
the Fs absence, these state programs include very 
robust regulatory frameworks — kind of like mini 
FDAss" says Hauser. They control everything from, 
packaging guidelines to manufacturing standards to 
testing requirements. Alexi Chialtas, whose company 
\WUNDER is licensed to make cannabis drinks under 
California's marijuana program, sees expansion of 
available cannabinoids as an opportunity to target 
‘moods, not skirt state law. “We ultimately decided 
to blend delta’ THC and delta 9THC, and then also 
CBD, because we appreciated the experience,” he 
explains, “Its the closest to kind ofthis unwinding 
[feeling], more complex high, if you wil 

‘The proliferation of dela-8 has opened the door to 
experimentation with more obscure cannabinoids, 
lke delta-10 TH and hexahydrocannabinol, 
also known as HHC — which has scientists more 
concerned. “Delta-10 THC has never been studied in 
people," says Klumpers. “Infact, [eauldn’t even find 
any study of delt10 THC in animals” 

While HHC, which is made by hydrogenating dela 
80 delta THC, has been studied in animals, i'sstil 
unclear iFit could have any adverse reactions on hu 
‘mans. Mark Scialdone — an organic chemist who pat 
ented the process to makea form of HHC called HHCA 
notes that there could be unforeseen consequences 
from ingesting a molecule that hasn't gone through 
human testing. He points to the discovery of hydro: 
xgenated vegetable shortening, which improved shelf 
stabilization of food products, but introduced a new 
‘wrinkle tothe American die. "What ye now know is 
that hydrogenation of fats makes trans fats in the pro- 
cess” says Scaldone. "Could [chronic use of hydro 
enated cannabinoids over many, many yeas, lead 
chronic health conditions? We ust don't now yet." @ 


‘Thelatest hot, new social media app is 
selling a dream of authenticity onlin 
itscertainly interesting tolook at 
BYEJDICKSON. 


‘To PARAPHIRASE Cher Horowitz, search forauthenticlky on 
social media app is ike trying to find seaning in a Pauly Shore 
film. Yer that hasn't stopped Silicm Valley from trying. Apps 
like VSCO, Cluster, We Heart It, ad Dispo all aim fo take the 
pressure off curating one’s flawlessly Valeneishued nstazram 
sr in favor ofa grtter andmore real soelal med experi 
lence, asif there were such afin 

‘Social media is an inhefently inauthentic experien 
that relies on playactingaarious expertly curated personae to 
a select audience of followers, WhetBer yot re posting atte 
art from your NOLA Nagation OF trying tp craft the perfect 

Jordan Peterson quote tweet dunk for clout, there isa taeitunderstanding thapypu're not be: 

having anything lke your real self, because that version of yours farmore boring than the one 

you put out online 
‘One app, however, is willing to bet that your real, authentic self= el REROOR Eyes, Hyaways 

and all ~ isa lot more interesting than you think. BeReal, a Freneh photoesharins app with a 

‘mind-numbing valuation of $600 million, isa combination of Intaggam stories ad Snapch: 

joining the ephemerality ofthe latter (you can only post once a day sthich disappears after 24 

hours) with the mundaneness ofthe former. Because the app sends ou nodfeations reminding 

‘you to past every day ~ and because you can’t see your friends’ pasts without posting yourself 


— you're basically required to post what you're doing, 
regardless of whether it's interesting or not, which 
means your feed tends to be full ofa lot of poorly 
‘composed photos of laptop screens and swivel desks. 
Todd insult to injury, the app also requires that you 
posta selfie wth every photo, and there are no flters 
‘or editing software you can add to make that bleary 

‘eye TweetDeck stare look any better. The apps rath 

er ominous mission? Yo help you “discover who your 
friends really are in their daily life? according t its 
Website. (BeReal declined my interview request, dk 
recting me instead toa press packet, which I suppose 
Is their right for $600 million.) 

Given these myriad limitations on what you can 
post, one would think BeReal would be a massive 
flop, a venture relegated to the margins of tech start 
up history like Yo or Cuddle ar Whisper or Lulu. 
Yet it has flourished among an audience of zllenni 
als exhausted by the hyper FaceTuned aesthetics of 
their Instagram feeds. “There's a spontaneity about 
it which takes the edge off” says Joey Gingold, 28, a 
product manager ata parametric insurance firm. His, 
frst photo wasnt particularly exciting ~ it was of a 
sidewalk he happened to be walking dawn when he 
received a notification reminding him to post ~ but 
then again, that's kind of the point: Ashe puts it Be- 
Real provides. glimpse into the actual realities fits 
users, however mundane they may be, serving as a 
reminder to stop and appreciate the litle things. 1 
have always thought that taking pictures is kind of a 
[reminder] to be ‘in the moment’ even if it's silly” 
he says, “The notification BeReal sends is kind of a 
trigger to drop what you are doing:and recognize the 
moment ina way.” 

‘The factsheet the company provided to me when | 
reached out for this story includes the following ath 
ce dramatic pronouncement: “Warning! BeReal will 
challenge your creativity. BeReal is if, real lif, and 
this lifes withour filters 

Since downloading the appa few weeks ago, Lhave 
not achieved similar moments of Zen clarity; mostly, 
using the app has served asa reminder to me of how 
Thuy boring my everyday existence is. (Most of my 
Pphotos are variations of me lying down in bed typ: 
{ng oh, my computer, my chin in the self shot an 
@ledat)yarious unflatering positions.) What it did 
dg, howeyer, was serve as a reminder to me that 
‘other people's lives are just as dull and non-photo: 
sgenicasmy Own. 

Becitse Tah somewhat outside what I assume fs 
Beltea's target emo of terminally jaded, wide leg 
pants-weating gamers, I only have about six or 
seven fendsom theapp, but all of them were post: 
ing pretty mugh thejsame type of content 1 was 
goofy, unposed sildWorkselfes; day trips to museut 
eeshibits and the ageasiona! road-trip vista shot or 
two. I turned out tabea starker departure fram my 
friends’ typical hypereuratedinstagram Stories than 
1 had expectedea true authentic moment in time, 
however fleeting it may be, nosnarky caption or 
sleck filter requited. And it di feel voyeuristic in a 
way to peek int the lives of people I don't even know 
particularly well Even if they weren't showing me 
anything they thought was interesting 1 certainly 
‘thought otherwise-® 


ONE MAN - A SINGER, 
SONGWRITER, AND SOCIAL 
ACTIVIST - made a difference in 
1980, but never saw what he 
had fully accomplished. 


Harry Chapin saw hunger as 
“The shame of America” and 
did something about it when 
he founded Long Island Cares. 


Many of his fellow artists have 
joined the fight against hunger 

on Long Island to honor Harry’s 
legacy. a, 


Long Island Cares provides more ¢ 
than 11 million meals annually 
to support 250,000 people 
including 79,000 children. 


Please, join us this year as we 
commemorate what would have 
been Harry’s 80th birthday. 


Long paand JOIN THE BAND 
: ares TO END HUNGER 
————— ~ DONATE 


TODAY! 
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THE BREAK-IN 


HAPPENED 


aroun 4 a.m., on a leafy stret in the otherwise 
sleepy and sleeping village of Irvington, New 
York, Four men wearing ski masks and gioves, 
armed with knives, rope, brass knuckles, and a 
fake 9 mm, crept around the back of the large 
suburban home, their ghostly forms captured by 
its security camera footage. As would later be ak 
Jeged in court proceedings, the rope was intend 
fed to tle up the familly. The knife was to torture 
‘them until the oldest son told them what they 
wanted to know. The gun was for show: A fake 
sun can evoke the same amount of fear as areal 
‘one but leads to lesser charges. These men knew 
‘what they were doing. And they apparently knew 
‘exactly what they wanted to find. 

‘A bedroom community 20 miles up the Hud 
son River from New York City, Irvington’s whole 
point is to be a place of calm, not calamity, a 
place where white-collar families can disperse 
themselves sparsely in well-appointed homes 
With river vistas and two-car garages, There are 
sj00d public schools, There is historic Main 
Street that runs up from the water, a parade of 
‘American flags suspended from buildings that 
look as though they were plucked from a Christ 
mas village, "The town is named for former resi- 
dent Washington Irving, whose Rip Van Winkle is 
‘eastin bronze, forever Waking from his lang slum 
‘er inthe yard beside Town Hall, oblivious to the 
soccer mom in Lululemon and the teenagers in 
Iyy League sweatshirts who saunter by through- 
‘out the day. Beyond Main Street, tended lawns 
‘extend up into the hills, deliberately ata peaceful 
‘remove from the crime and grime of urban life 

And yet, Elis Pinsky had feared that something 
dangerous and violent was headed toward ving 
ton, He'd feared it for weeks now. He'd satin his 
12th-grade math class and pondered the various 
means by which calamity might befall him, how 


Senior writer Alex Morris wrote the Jennifer 
Lope: cover story forthe February issue 


it would arrive, what form it would take, what he 
right do to defend himself. His answer to that 
last concern was a shotgun, which he hal stored 
in a drawer by his bed, near the chess trophies 
he'd won when he was younger, when the games 
he played stuck to their borders. At Blueline 
Shooting Sports a couple of towns over, hs slen- 
der, studious form had drawn looks from the 
rougher types who spent their afternoons aiming 
ssault weapons at targets next toa store full of 
tactical supplies. He gnored the stares, drawn the 
shotgun up to his smooth, handsome face under 
its shock of black har, trained his brown eyes on 
point inthe distance, and pulled the trigger. 

He'd been right to prepare. On May 23, 2020, 
‘broken window set off the alarm that woke Pi. 
sky's family. An-unknown man dropped down 
into their unfinished basement, his own gaze 
trained in the direction ofa safe that had been in- 
stalled by a previous owner. 

In the floors above, Pinsky loaded the shotgun 
and met his mother in the hallway outside his 
bedroom. She directed him tothe adjacent room 
\where his three younger brothers were gathered, 
terrified and tearful. Pinsky hustled them behind 
something ~a chair, a mattress; he can’t remem 
ber now — closed the door and backed away from 
it, the shotgun raised to his shoulder, his finger 
‘om the trigger, his eyes on the doorknob. Then he 
waited. From somewhere downstairs, there was 
yelling. One of his brothers whimpered. The gun 
‘metal grew warm in Pinsky’s hands. 

He knew — o, at least, was pretty sure he knew 

why the men were there, breaking into his Ea 

hhome at 4 a.m. Two years earlier, on Jan. 7, 
2018, when he was IS yeats old, Pinsky had pulled 
ff heist of $23.8 milion, one ofthe largest eryp- 
tocurrency hacks of is kind ever executed. Two 
weeks hefore the breakin, a lawsuit had been 
fileel against him, and news stories had circu: 
ed connecting him to the hack. He knew thatthe 
thieves wanted this money, the millions and mit 


84 


lions of dollars he had stolen. He also knew that 
he couldn't give to them. He didn't have it. Not 
anymore. The only thing in the basement safe at 
that particular moment was a pair of his mot 
e's Uses 


THE TWo years since 
insky’s case became 
publi, he has remained 
an enigma. He did not 
speak to the media, 
who portrayed him as 
a mini mastermind, 
suburban teenage so: 
ciopath. When I finally 
meet up with him on a 
chilly day ths spring, he is no longer a kid. He 
isan anxious young man in Invisalign braces. “I 
{ust fel ir’ important for my side ofthe story 10 
be heard,” he says after huguing me in greeting, 
“There should always be two sides.” 

‘Over the course of the next few months, we 
meet periodically a a series of coffee shops and 
cafes not far from his university dorm. Often, we 
forgo the establishments’ hustling interiors and 
sit bundled up outside, in the privacy of empty 
tables and preoccupied passersby Pinsky doesn’t 
‘want me to know exactly where he lives anc is 
clearly nervous about the repercussions of speak 
Ing to the press His voice and affect are mellow, 
bbut there is-a spring-loaded nature to his phys. 
Tealty, a nervous enengy that hums below the 
suave Surface. When he concentrates on how to 
answer a question 've asked, he blinks quickly 
He takes long pauses. He favors black corduroy 
pants and a black sweater, and mentions sever 
al tatoos he is considering getting. He is affable, 
‘though sometimes I can sense him emotional. 
ly retreating. He shows up with notes of wha 
he wants to say typed aut on hfs phone, His ap- 
proach is methodical. He wants to start at the be: 
sinning. “Everything's important," he says of the 
details of his story. 

Ashe explain it, moving t the suburbs in fifth 
srade had seemed lke a win to t-year-old Pinsky. 
Gone was the cramped apartment on Manhat- 
tans Upper East Side, where his younger broth- 
cers slept in cribs in the ving room and bis aver 
worked mother left him in the care of her aging 
parents, emigrés from the former Soviet Union, 
‘who carted him to meetings with a punishing 


ly cliched at 12° Pinsky says.“ 
‘histo ki, but lean wield this power!” 


chess coach and plied him with food that made 
him pudgy. in Irvington, his mother called him 
tobreakfas from an entirely different loorof the 
house, a8 if he were some kid ina siteom, In tr 

vington, he found himself possessed of the digs 
any tween would dream of: his own room paint 
ed blue, his own TY, and his awn Xbox One, to 
Which he applied his obsessive personality to the 
mastery of both Call of Duty: Ghosts and co the so- 
cial posturing ofthe online labbies of Xbox Live. 
He learned the art of trashtalking, And, as with 
anything he set his mind to, he learned it well 

Sill i all seemed like a game because that's all 
‘twas. Then one day, in the midst of spouting ver 
bal abuse into a flimsy headset, a simple question 
in one of his trash-alking chats stopped him in 
his tacks: "How's the weather in irvington2" The 
‘weather in Irvington was fine. What wasn't fine 
is that someone, somewhere — a person who up 
until that moment had been merely an avatar, a 
«disembodied voice floating on electrical currents 
well, that person knew where he lived. And was 
Dreealy threatening him with tha information. 

He immediately longed off. But he almost as 
Immediately realized that this was the next level 
of the game. This was leveling up. Asking around 
to other gamers, he soon learned that a fee pro- 
gram called Wireshark could be installed that 
“sniffed out” incoming network connections and 
Identified their internet protocol addresses, A 
‘quick Google search of an 1P address would tell 
{You approximately where it was coming from. It 
seemed a revelation to Pinsky. “That's when it re 
ally clicked at the age of 12 or 13: ‘Wow, I'm this 
little kid, but Fcan really wield this power?" he 
says, The Internet held such secrets. Alle had to 
ddo was uncover them. 

Ashe soon found, there were plenty of peo: 
ple working to uncover them all the time, and 
willing to share thelr methods ~ fora price. The 
‘most highly regarded of them, at leastamong the 
more sketchy gamers with whom Pinsky started 
associating, went by the username Ferno. Pin- 
sky DM him on Twitter, saying he wanted to 
learn his sills. Femo responded, if tersely, as Pi 
sky recalls. He would tolerate Pinsky, teach him, 
mentor him on how to uncover the powerful se- 
‘rets the internet held, IF Pinsky would then use 
the methods he'd earned to track dawn informa- 
tion for Ferno. He didn’t explain to Pinsky what 
he was doing with these addresses, these Social 
Security numbers, these other details ~ nor did 
Pinsky ask. I dda’ matter. twas just part ofthe 
same, one with tokens and everything. “His ava 
tar wasalltle gold coin,” Pinsky explains. “Which 
Teame tobe familiar with as bitcon. 

Pinsky had learned on his own how to do dis 
tributed denial af service, oF DDoS, attacks, flood- 
ing servers with such a volume of requests that it 
‘overwhelmed the system and shut them down, 
In their rudimentary forms, DDoS attacks can be 
«a kind of mischief helpful to a gamer who might 
want to boot another player from the game. But 
Ferno also introduced him to ISP doxxing, a 
method that involved calling up an internet ser- 
vice provider, pretending to be a member ofthe 
tech-support team, and using someone's IP ad- 
dress to ty to get areal employee to share the 
‘confidential information attached to it ~a form 


of interpersonal “hacking” known as social eng 
neering. “I's basically manipulating someone to 
ive you information or do a certain thing.” Pin 
sky says. “At the age of 13, this was really my fst 
experience with that 

Even ashe was helping Ferno track down other 
people's identities, Pinsky, who went by the user- 
name Pe, knew litle of Ferno's, Pinsky guessed 
the more senior hacker to be about 18. He says he 
suspected that Ferno liad tes to Lizard Squad, a 
sToup of hackers who had gained notoriety by 
using DDoS to take down Xbox Live's servers one 
Christmas. Though the event had made head: 
lines, Pinsky soon realized that most of Ferno's 
connections were little more than “seript kid 
dies,” would-be hackers who simply used pro- 
grams created by others to carry out their hacks. 
[Nothing they were doing was technically that di 
ficult; it just took a questionable moral compass 


from hacked databases, he began teaching him: 
selfto program, particularly to do the Seructured 
‘Query Language injections and crosesite script 
ing that allowed him to attack companies’ data 
base architecture. The terabyte upon terabyte 
‘of databases he extracted, traded, and hoarded 
‘made him valuable to OGUsers as well as to oth- 
cers, like the Russian hackers he was able to can: 
‘verse with thanks to his fluency with his mother's 
native language. Sometimes he'd see their names 
in headlines, connected to successful hacks of 
‘companies like Linkedin. By the time he was 14, 
he tells me, “I chink i's falr to say Lhad the capa: 
bilities to hack anyone: 

SU, he maintains that dhe practical implica: 
tions of the game he was playing seemed far re- 
moved, even if he sometimes had awareness of 
the strangeness of the double life he was lead: 
ing, attending high sehool by day and extract 


say I had the ab: 


and a desire to wreak havoc, Pinsky lost interest 
By the time he was 13, he again wanted to level up. 

I Ferno had revealed litle of himself, what 
he had revealed was the fringes ofa secret eyber 
World of mischief and mayhem, one with, ifnot 
allegiances, at least collaborations and a cer 
tain type of criminal hierarchy inherent in the 
‘common knowledge of who could pull off what, 
(OGUsers, a forum around which such hackers co- 
alesced, offered an array of new methods to glean 
confidential information, which was then often 
used to hack accounts andl steal cool usernames — 
the shorter and simpler the name, the more pres 
tigeitconferred. The forum seemed to havea few 
Fbundred users, overwhelmingly young and male 
as far as Pinsky could tell, and sometimes fairly 
flush, Desirable Twitter or Instagram usernames 
or ones belonging to celebrities or influencers — 
could be sold for hundreds to even thousands of 
dollars. Pinsky got to where he could sometimes 
gain control of one in minutes. 

‘Soon, he says, he was making his way up the 
ranks ofthe OGUser community, finding that his 
skills would quickly surpass those of whatever 
‘mentor he took on. “T've always been an autodi 
dact, always been very persistent," he ells me. He 
was adept at social engineering — personable and 
clever, with a volce like he knew his way around 
Cupertino — but he also had an ease with the 
‘more technical side of hacking. Realizing that a 
lot of the information socal engineers used came 
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ty to hack anyone 


Ing the source code of major corporations by 
night, Online, he says, “I think I had a reputa 

tion of someone who had these digital skills that 
they could wield, someone who was knowledge: 

able and powerful. At that point, was toward the 
top ofthe food chain, and the people who were 
up there with me were people who really di this 
professionally, as oppased to a game: 

‘Yetas far as anyone in rvington could tell, Pin- 
sky was simply a well liked, wellrounded kid who 
Was "so smart it was stupid,” as one of his class 
mates put it. Peshaps he did have a quality of 
being a litle set apar, a little more worldly than 
his Irvington peers. One of his friends tells me 
that she'd had to guess which of her classmates 
had a secret life, she would have guessed it was 
him. Yet no one did guess. His friends on his soe 
cer team knew he was skilled with computers — 
if someone happened to forget a password to an 
account, he could always help them recover it — 
‘but he says, he confided in no one IRL. He was 14 
‘yeas old and taken with the thrill of possessing a 
hidden superpower, of spending hs nights secret 
ly tapping into an underground world where he 
was esteemed and even feared. And then, in the 
morning, being called downstairs to breakast. 


By 2016, when President Obama wrote an oped 
in The Wall Street journal talking up the impor: 
tance of two-factor authentication for cyberse- 
‘curity, hackers were hard at work trying to fg 


ure out how to get around it. This is how Pinsky 
first heard ofa new and intriguing method called 

IM swapping” ora “port-out scam.” Itinvolved 
persuading emplayees at wireless carriers to re 
‘motely switch a SIM card from a target's phone 
tone controlled by the hacker so that when the 
two-factor-authenticaton text came through, it 
‘would be the hacker who received it. Controlling 
someone's phone gave Pinsky control of their 
entire digital identity — at least for atime — a 
prospect so enticing that he began to seek a more 
efficient way to go about i than tricking guile 
less employees at Verison or ATS. He wrote 

hon script to comb through 

social media networks and seek 
‘out any mentions of working for a 
cartier. Then he'd reach out with 
an offer of compensation for help- 
ing him with a task, Every fifth 
or sixth person ~ underpaid and 
often working a short-term con- 
tract — would say they were game, 
as Pinsky tells It. For a couple 
hundred dollars’ worth ofitcoin, 
they'd be willingto doa SIM swap, 
no questions asked. Eventually, 
Pinsky says, he had employees at 
every major carrier also working 
for him, 

‘Then the stakes got even higher. 

‘was only a matter of time before 
0G hackers, known to each other 
as "the Community” realized that 
if they could use the SIM-swapping 
‘method to steal usernames, they 
could just as easly use it to steal 
ryptocurreney. Suddenly, nerdy 
Kids who had never worked a real 
job and who had grown up ina vir 
‘ual world fll of viewal okens and 
virtual friends, were using rip in 
the fabric of the internet to access 
the type of wealth most people 
could only dream of having at an age when theit 
frontal lobes hadn't even fully developed. With 
fone hack and one good target, they could poten: 
Wally make not thousands, but millions. 

In early 2018, someone with the username 
Harry reached out to Pinsky and asked if he could 
hack an AT&T phone, which, of course, he could 
According to Pinsky’s account, Harry said he had 
4 target he thought was good. Michael Terpin, 
then 60, was a heavyweight in the erypto world, 
An early tech enthusiast, hed helmed a PR firm 
that repped America Online and launched the 
Motley Fool, Match.com, and Earthlink. He'd 
then started the first internet-based press-telease 
distribution company, soldi for $35 milion, and 
co-founded BitAngels, the first angel-investment 
‘group for startup cryptocurrencies. Working in 
PR for new coins, he'd ask to be pald in the coin 
itself The more he could convince people that 
coin was about to take off, the more likely it was 
to actually do so ~ and the more his own coins 
‘would be worth. He was very good at his jb. 

Or so it seemed to Harry. Pinsky says Harry 
sive hima phone number and an email address, 
and they decided they'd try to pull off the hack 
the next day. 
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(On the evening of fan. 7, Pinsky sat at his desk 
~a folding table from Costeo lined with $20 LED 
lights — and started the process. Over Telegram, 
hhe contacted his employee at ATP and had him 
port Terpin’s SIM to the phone of an online ac- 
quaintance he'd recruited forthe task, hoping to 
leave no physical trace that would connect the 
hack back to him. Then, he says, he and Harry 
~ joining in from Skype ~ reset Terpin’s email 
and made a new password. Pinsky ran a scrip to 
search te emails for certain keywords that might 
contain electronic keys to crypto wallets, sot 
ware programs where erypto coins are stored, 


Hackor Nick Trulia was convicted in 


AM connection tthe SIM-card hacks. 


‘There was evidence that Terpin had crypto —sub- 
scription emails and the like ~ but nothing that 
‘would get them in. Harry was about to give up 
when Pinsky started searching for etal accounts 
\with other providers and resetting the passwords 
to those. Finally, an Outlook account turned up 
the typeof file they'd been hoping to find. “It was 
called "Passwords' or ‘Keys, Pinsky recalls. "At 
that point, it was lke, “Holy shit’ We open that 
fil, and see that there's just a bunch of keys to 
various wallets.” 

At this point, they were racing against the 
lock: It wouldn't take Terpin long to realize that 
his phone had gone dead, that he couldn't ac- 
cess his email, and that he needed to lock ac 
counts down. Pinsky was able to see the balance 
for a wallet holding the eryptocurrency Ethere 
lum ~ "The balance we saw was around $900 ri 
‘Holy crap, That's crazy’ — but 
terface required an additional password, 
which he couldn't find, Adrenaline racing, they 


tried a wallet froma company called Counterpar: 
ty and were able to unlock it with a 12-word seed 
phrase —a series of words that serves as a kind of 
password on steroids. Inside were roughly 3 mil 
lion coins of a currency called Triggers, which 
Pinsky had never heard of, His first instinct was 
that it was probably clase to worthless, valued at 
penny, if that; but he went to CainkarketCap, 
the Nasclag of crypiocurrencies, just to be sure, 
He'd been wrong: On that day, Triggers was worth 
‘more than $7 a. coin, Pinsky quickly did the math 
im his head and then did it again to be sure — he 
was sill In algebra, after all. The math checked 

‘out. The account, the very one he 
now controlled, was worth close 
10$24 milion, He'd won the game. 
And he hadn't yet turned 16. 


‘THERE HAVE OREN perfect hacks, 
‘ones where the hackers made not 
single error Pinsky’s wasn’t one 
of them. 

Part ofthat has to do with the 
‘enormous sum ~ it is known to 
be the largest SIMswapping hack 
pulled off by an individual (as op- 
posed to, say, a government like 
North Korea, which has also got 
ten in on the erypto heist game). 
The sheer volume of crypto ~ and 
the limits erypto exchanges put 
‘on daily transactions ~ meant it 
‘would take more people to laun- 
der the coins, And more people 
meant more loose ends, more 
‘chances that someone would talk. 

Quickly, Pinsky needed to get 
the Triguers converted to bitcoin 
‘on a eryprocurrency exchange lke 
Binance, which allowed for such 
conversions, He created a Twit 
ter post asking if anyone had Bi 
nance account, or knew someone 
who did, Once he'd rounded up as many peo: 
ple ashe could ~ st or seven, a he recalls ~ he 
began directing the Triggers coins into thelr ac 
counts, having them exchange them for biteoin, 
and then divert the biteoin (minus $20,000 10 
$50,000 as payment for their “services") into an 
account Pinsky and Harry controlled. But frst 
and against his better judgment ~ Pinsky sent 
small amount from Terpin’ account to his own, 
just co make sure twas real. It was, That also left 
footprint 

‘Throughout this process, Pinsky says, millions 
of dollars worth of eryptocurrency were lost. 
Terpin’s 3 million Triggers represented about 10 
percent of the Triggers market; as Pinsky’s money 
Taunderers were converting it, the market was 
crashing in realtime. There were also fees 
sociated with such large transactions. And ~ no 
hhonor among thieves ~ not all the biteoin that 
was meant to make its way into Pinsky and Har 
1's account actualy did $0, Notably, ater send: 
ing a half-million dollar test to a guy with the us 
ername erupts, Pinsky sent him another milion 
to launder. Instead, Pinsky claims, @erupts kept 
the million for himself, Pinsky also claims that 
Harry was so pissed off atthe theft of stolen cryp- 


tw he floated the idea of puting a hiton @erupts. 
“He wanted to get some, in his word, ‘thugs’ 0 
take care of it or something like that." Pinsky 
‘explains, though he says that idea was quickly 
nixed. In real lfe? “That's just crossing the line” 

Eventually, Pinsky and Harry split the spoils, 
with Pinsky taking a larger share, as he'd done 
most of the technical work, as he tell it. When 
all was said and done, Pinsky says, he ended up 
‘with 562 bitcoins, worth close to $10 million at 
the time, At some point in the night, he finally 
went to sleep. He had school the next morning, 

After that, Pinsky says, his life didn’t change 
much, Atleast not at first. Fora while, he half 
‘expected the FL to knock on his door at any mo- 
ment, just lke in the mavies; but as time passed, 
he grew less anxious. He spent $50,000 worth of 
biteoin on a Patek Philippe watch and took out 
bout $100,000 in cash, which he kept under 
his bed in a $40 sufe he'd ordered on Amazon, 
(On a trip back from Chicago with his mom, he 
pid $870 for them to take an empty eg fight on 
a private jet. But mostly, Pinsky says, he didn't 
think too much about his riches. “It made me 
a litle more bored in my history clas," he re- 
calls, “That's about it He'd wanted to win the 
game, and now he had. “Lflt like | sort of wer 
to the highest level" he tells me. “After this Ter: 
pin event, obviously, the money was there, but 
also I had this feeling that Iwas sort of done with 
that fe. t wasn't attractive to me. That was it 

He says he moved on to learning different 
types of programming. He ran a sneaker busi 
ness that used bots and scrips to snap up limit: 
‘ed pairs then flip them: “Like Yeery’s and all that, 
It's legit thing” He went to soccer practice. He 
and his friends had started hanging out with girls 
‘on the weekend, driving down to the docks where 
you could see the glowing lights from the Tappan 
‘Zoe Bridge. Pinsky was soclally awkward in lage 
‘groups, but one-on-one he was good at cultivat 
ing intimacy, which had secured him a spot in a 
more popular group at school. After he turned 
16, his parents let him drive around Irvington 
in thelr Auel, passing himself off as an average, 
lucky teen rather than a crypto millionaire whose 
ruthlessness online was so extreme that one kid 
placed a report with his loeal police alleging th 
Pinsky “made threats about having me and my 
‘mom killed” In trying to launder Terpin’s eryp: 
to, the kid apparently had sent some of it to the 
‘wrong account, 

Then one day he yot a message from @erupts, 
the hacker who he alleged had disappeared with 
that $1 milion from the Terpin hack, As it turned 
‘out, @erupts' real name was Nick Truglia, he was 
20 oF 21 years old, and he lived in Manhattan. He 
‘wanted to meet Pinsky, to take him fora night out 
inthe ety. From what Pinsky could tll, Truglia 
seemed to view him asa legendary figure, a kid 
‘who could pull of anything — and Pinsky figured 
"Trugla probably wanted in on whatever he might 
‘cook tp next. As for the missing milion, it’s not 
like Pinsky could really point fingers, anyway, 
"Truglia was persistent, and though Pinsky was 
suspicions, he agreed to meet up. 

Ii account of how that Friday night went 
down, Pinsky and a high school friend he'd re 


cruited for the trip disembarked from a Metro 


North train to find Truglia waiting for them in 
Grand Central Station, wearing a baseball cap, 
a sparkling Audemars Piguet watch, and a wide 
grin. He told them he was going to show them a 
‘good time, then whisked them from an Uber to 
hhisspartment in a high rise luxury building called 
Sky on West 42nd Street. Inside, Pinsky claims, 
there were sleek lines and stacks of cash, which 
Pinsky gauged to be tens of thousands of dal 
Jars, and which seemed tobe left there conspicu 
cusly. Pinsky wasn't impressed with the money, 
but Truglia had plenty of other enticements on 
offer, starting with the two models who showed 
up at his place shortly after the high school kids 
arrived, followed by dinner at some fancy ltl 
jan restaurant and a brief hang at the swanky 


tech task force arrested Trugla at his Manhattan 
apartment after a $1 million SIM-swapping heist 
hed helped conduct a few weeks earlier, While 
searching his {Cloud backup file, investigators 
found evidence that he'd also been involved in 
stealing Michael Terpin's $23.8 million, including 
messages sent the day ofthe heist telling friends 
that “today my life changed forever” and "I'm a 
millionaire. 'm not kidding. 1 have 100 biteoin.* 
Beforehand, he'd been texting his dad to ask for 
money; now he was offering to hire “porn star 
escorts” and take his friends to the Super Bowl 
Acquaintances online and otherwise knew about 
his dealings with Pinsky. It wasn't long before 
people started talking. Some of what they said 
was even tru 


Ellis,” Pinsky tells me. “I would run 


SoHo pad of areal estate billionaires son. Before 
Jong, Pinsky and his frend were being surround: 
ed by models outside ofa club called Up&Down, 
where Rich the Kid was performing and where 
they were shuffled inside among the distracting 
camouflage of clavicles and cheekbones. By the 
{ime Truglia threw down a platinum Amex and 
bottles of $2,000 tequila started materializing, 
Pinsky could tell from the look on his friend's 
face that this moment was meant to be epic, that 
they would forever be legends at Irvington High 
School for managing to pull off this one night, 
‘They sent a Snapchat to their friends from the 
VIP area to make sure the moment was docu: 
mented. “Everyone was like, “How'd you get in? 
Ws crazy!” he says. 

Sill, as faras Pinsky was concerned, it wasn't 
allas great as it appeared on social media, It was 
\weird hanging out with people who were actual 
adults and who he did really know, and to the 
extent he did know ruglia it wasnt for a great 
reason. It made him nervous that people in Tru 
las orbit seemed familar with who he was. At 6 
‘am., Pinsky and his friend took an Uber home, 
teach telling their parents that their sleepover at 
the other's house had ended early. In pictures 
from that night, he says, “ifyou look closely, you 
can see 'm not having the best time. tes a litle 
awkward. 

Pinsky was right to be unsettled by ‘Truglia 
(who, through his lawyers, dectined to comment) 
(On Nov. 14, 2018, members of the Regional En: 
forcement Allied Computer Team (REACT) hh 
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VER THE YEARS, Pin: 
sky tells me, strange 
things had happened 
that he assumed were 
connected to his ac 
tivity online, hints he 
should have picked up 
fon that the so-called 
game could potential 
ly bleed into real life, 
‘Once, someone had called and sald there was @ 
‘car bomb in his house, Another time, a strang 
fer showed up at the front door asking for Pinsky, 
though he wasn't home. He told his mom and 
stepfather that these were gamer pranks, and 
he says that they seemed to believe him. They 
also knew he dabbled in eryptocurrency. ln AU 
‘gust 2019, nine months after the Terpin heist, 
Pinsky says his father randomly emailed him 
an article about how Terpin was suing ATAT for 
'$224 million for gross negligence in his SIM-swap- 
ping case. Pinsky replied, “Why are you sending 
this to me2" 

Lawenforcement officials confirm thatthe par 
cents of SIM swappers are often clueless, easily 
‘convinced that their children’s newfound wealth 
is from early investments in bitcoin — oF not even 
aware that the wealth exists at all. ~The real 
ty is, there are (lots of] parents who don’t know 
that their eenagers are technically many times 
wealthier than they are on paper.” says Brian 
Krebs, a cybersecurity analyst and author of 
‘Spam Nation. "Certainly, if they start driving Fer 


raris, then you've got to ask some hard questions” 

‘one SIM swapper did use crypto ta buy a Me 
Laren — “but ina lt of eases” he says, “the par 
ents are just kind of oblivious.” 

Pinsky maintains that his parents definitely 
were. On New Year's Eve 2018, his mom received 
an ema from Terpin’s lawyer, famed trial ator 
ney Pierce O'Donnell (once referred to-as “the 
new Perry Mason in Hollywood”) that spelled out 
‘many of the details ofthe heist and argued that 
her son was the mastermind. Panicked, she for- 
warded Pinsky the email and said, "We need 10 
tall," which they did later that ight around the 
Iitchen table, “1 was terrified,” Pinsky says. "This 
was the first time, at 16 years old, 1 sort of re 
ined this video game that I've been living in for 
several years just got real. And I need to address 
this." He recalls that he gave his mom just enough 
information for her to quickly realize that he'd 
need a lawyer, and in early January, they took 
the tain dowa to S00 Sth Avenue to the kaw oF 
fices of Lankler Sifert & Wohl, where they met 
ina conference room with Siffrt himself. It was 
the first of many trips Pinsky would take to the 
office that year, the first of many times he'd be 
asked to go through the details ofthe past few 
years ofhis if. 

And it was the beginning of what can proper 
ly be described asa legal shitshow, on par with 
~ and in fact directly related to ~ the extreme 
volatility of erypto, Pinsky and his legal team 
preempted his arrest by contacting the U.S. at 
Torney directly and offering his cooperation. In 
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February 2020, he voluntarily returned every 
last thing he says he got from the Terpin heist; 
562 biteoins, the Patek watch, and the cash he'd 
stored in the safe under his bed. He knew it 
‘would be an admission of guilt, but says he was 

ve with that ~ he was guilty, afterall ~ and he 
hhoped returning everything would be viewed as 
am act of good faith, Tein viewed ifr less gen- 
erously, He'd lst a fortune, much of which had 
tended up in Pinsky’s possession, On the night of 
Jan. 7, 2018, 562 bitcoins had been worth about 
10 million; on the day they were returned, they 
‘were worth less than $2 milion, Multiple rounds 
ofsettlement negotiations confirmed that Terpin 
‘wanted more. 

Actually, he wanted much more. He wanted 
571.4 million, and he believed he was entitled 
tolit under the RICO Act, which allows for treble 
damages in cases of organized crime, Terpin has 
long argued that that is what eyber gangs are 
“You know, ina bank robbery, you gota guy with 
a gun, a guy who cases the joint, a guy in the 
‘getaway car” he says. “Everybody's got a job. 
Same thing in a SIM-swap gang. Once they get 
control of your cell, they go in and have a gang of 
programmers.” He also doesn't understand! why 
Pinsky has never been criminally charged. “I've 
been told that i's because he was a minor. They 
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hhave a hard time figuring out what to do with mi 
rors” he says, "But these kids basically learn this 
thing from other Kids and they get away with it 
until the age of 8, and then they stop and are 
pretty much rewarded for life. mean, had [Pin 
sky] stopped one before me, nobody would have 
ever known." 

‘Terpin tells me this over Zoom one day this 
spring, wearing chunky glasses and a sleeveless 
“shirt, and sitting in front of what appears to be 
harbor, a virtual background that he says wasn 
Image of his real background (*'s actualy e 
sunnier today"). He says that he was the first of 
the big erypta guys t0 make the move to Puer- 
to Rico, taking advantage of the island's tax ex 
temption for tech, which he discusses at length, 
He also talks about his days as an early adopter 
of eryptocurrency, back when bitcoin went for 
5120 a coin and he was kicking himself for not 
bettingit at $4. “I'ma norrgeek, but T understand 
tech, and I've tried to jst basicaly go and find in 
ddustries that interested me personally and that I 
thought were growing ata faster speed than the 
ceconomy;” he says. When it came to blockchain 
technology, "I was lke, “This is the next inter 
net! totally got it right away." He does nat refer 
to the currency that Pinsky had stolen as Trig 
‘gers, but rather as an “alteoin,” and ths is poss 
bly intentional: He has been listed asa partner at 
‘Triggers, which has since crashed and been de- 
listed from the erypto exchanges. Is value went 
‘up roughly 800 percent the month before Pinsky 
stole it, and Terpin tells me he'd. (Cont. on 39) 


Saved 
Herself 


‘A BuCOLIC, family-run riding center perched off 
a chalky street in Calabasas, California, takes 
some effort to find. If youre ina car, you wind 
your way down Ventura Boulevard and around 
anonymous office buildings, past the lower 
strewn pet cemetery where Humphrey Bo: 
srt buried his cocker spaniel Droopy, through 
roves of bursting palms and spiky hedge plants 
The reward, once you've made i, isa rush ofs 
Jence, From the entrance of the farm, the per 
tual roar of the 101 and the anxiety of Los An- 
sles fade away, replaced with rustling trees and 
the occasional bray ofa horse. 

‘This has been Noah Cyrus’ sanctuary since 
she was about 10 years old, She's been riding her 
entire life; one of her earliest baby photos shows, 
her wearing a tiny red cowboy hat atop Roman, 
towering, blue-eyed Appaloosa that her father, 
Billy Ray Cyrus, broke himself on his farm in 
Nashville ~ though not before Roman fractured 
‘one of the most famous noses in country music. 
“He bucked, drug my dad through the mud,” 
Noah says, “That was the love of my dad’ Ue.” 

‘When the Cyrus family moved to Los Angeles 
in the mid-2000s, Far West Farms owner Nick 
Karazissis ~ an amiable, award-winning rider 
ow itis seventies - took Noah under his wing. 

“Tuesday through Sunday, every morning, Las 
here riding with him for about four hours 2 day, 
five hours a day. In the summer, it would be al 
day, every day." she says. Karazissis was calm 
and reassuring, a weleome force for the young 
est kid in a sprawling showbiz family. “Obvious 
ly, had a family that was split up aft," she says. 
Here I had something so permanent. ...They 
would always make sure that when I came here 
1 was Noah. I wasn’t a Cyrus, I was just Noah” 

‘More than a decade later, she still finds re 
luge here ~ and after a fraught couple of years, 
filled with aching losses and a substanceabuse 
problem she’s only now opening up about, 


Stalf writer JULYSSA LOPEZ wrote the Rau 
Alejandro cover story forthe February issue 
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“Twake up in the 
to loo! 


without hating myself. | 
and nurture myself.” 


myself 
ees] 


she's chosen to come here one Thursday after: 
‘noon in April to meet me. t hear her before Ise 
her: A black SUV pulls up behind me, and 1 can 
only make out wisps of gultars trickling out of 
the sound system, mixing in with the clomp of 
horseshoes from the barn. Later, find out she 
was blasting a cover of "Sloop John B” that her 
dad recorded for his 2001 television series, Doc. 

Noah, who appeared on the show afew timesas 
‘a cherubic toddler, has always loved the covers, 
she actually thought it was her dad's song for a 
While. Billy Ray recently sent her a new version 
he'd been fiddling around with at home, "He 
ets bored, so he threw on his own drums a few 
weeks ago" she tells me, 

"Noah arrives alone, dressed in a lack hoodie 
and black sweatpants, her jecblack hal cascad: 
ing past her waist. The curves of her face ate in 
‘tantly familar; you can find traces of her par 
‘ents or any one of her siblings in them ifyou look 
long enough. When she's excited, her Tennes- 
sean drawl tends to get stronger, and it warms 
Lup her voice as she takes me around the stables. 
‘She's carrying an apple in each hand for Flt, 
44 Dutch warmblood belonging to Karazissis, She 
formed special bond with Fluffy after Constan- 
tine, her longtime horse, whose name she has 
tattooed on her wrist, developed a baseballsize 
tumor in his stomach and had to be put down. 
Fluffy recognizes Noah instantly as she walks 
lao his stall and strokes his muzzle 

always say feeling something in the palm 
of your hands is the elosest you can realy be 10 
something," she says, her hand moving cow his, 
neck, “I's just feeling the way they're breathing 
and the heartbeat and how you can connect to 
teach other” She shares an old saying that her 
late grandfather Ron Cyrus, who served in Ken- 
tucky’s House of Representatives for It consecu: 
tive terms, was fond of: “The outside of a horse 
is good forthe inside of aman.” 

Lately, Noah has been focusing on what's 
ssood for her, taking each day slowly. Since late 
2020, she's been in recovery from an addiction 
to Xana, the benzodiazepine medication often 
prescribed for anxiety or panic attacks. After sp: 
raling into a pitless pattern of drug abuse, she 
got help — six months before she started pour: 
Ing everything into her debut LP, The Hardest 
Part. Though the music was soldered in pain, 
‘what stands out is Cyrus’ sense of grace and 
composure as she blends polished country pop 


sand folk sounds, as woodsy and pristine as the 
inside of a walnut, The album is understated, 
even when i’s capturing the darkness that al- 
‘most shattered her. 

‘Three months into recovery, Cyrus met Moo 
ke Singerman, a musician turned manager who 
used to front te Poughkeepsie, New York, metal 
‘band Genghis Tron, and who also manages indie 
‘wonder girl Caroline Polachek. After becom 
‘ng Cyrus’ manager, he put her in a room with 
Mike Crosse, the Northern Irish producer with 
‘credit ist that includes the Artic Monkeys, the 
1975, and one of Cyrus’ favorite artists, Ben How. 
ard, She and Crossey would wake up early in the 
‘morning and cross off tasks on a whiteboard — 
vocal takes, percussion arrangements, guitar 2 
ditions ~ to build every song, Each day was a 
step closer to finishing the album, another day 
Gyrus stayed focused, grounded and healthy. 

“It gave me so much structure in the dime 
that [really needed structure, because I didn't 
‘want to just be sitting around and string in my 
brain,” she says. “it gave me hope.” 


“WHEN 1 TURNED 20, I was overcome with the 
‘thought that I might not turn 2. Death upon my 
doorstep, if L100 just ane more step, there'd be 
nothing lft of me except these songs..." 

‘Those lines can knock a person sideways, 
and they're how Cyrus chose to open her 
album, They come from "Noah (Stand Still)" 
ballad that laces together gentle fingerpick 
ing and Cyrus’ plano melodies, before build- 
{ng into an emotional crescendo, She'd shared 
an early demo with Crossey when she frst met 
him in is Culver City studio, "twas blown away 
‘ight out the gate with the songwriting,” he says, 
Her lyrics were intimate an fearess. “That was 
‘what struck me right away — the vulnerability 
and the honesty. She's talking about very per- 
sonal things in her life, and she's done it ina way 
‘where they're beautifil songs.” 

Cyrus has tracked her battles with anxiety 
and depression in her music before, Her first EP, 
Good Gry, from 2018, was a mix of moody, min: 
imal alcR&B that was honest about the loneli 
‘ness and heartbreak she was feling atthe time 
She followed that up in2020 with The End ofEy- 
exything, an EP that was more experimental but, 
Justas searing, with songs such as “Lonely" and 
“July” touching on mental health andl toxic reba 
tionships. The projet got attention ~an updated 


4 


mornings, and I’m able 
ina mirror and goon about my day 
*’m able to comfort 


-version of “July” with Leon Bridges cracked the 
Hot 100 ~ and later that year, she received a 
‘Grammy nomination for Best New Artis. Follow- 
ing the nomination, Cyrus teamed up with the 
Australian singer songwriter Pj Harding for Peo: 
ple Don’t Change, a set of six songs that deepened 
her catalog with themes of loss and spirituality. 

‘Though Cyrus was always interested in music, 
she says what she wanted growing up was to "be 
anormal kid’: “I had a realy hard time being a 
part of a public family and I struggled bit with 
that, because it wasn't exactly my frst choice.” 
Her high-profile family attracted even more fame 
when her older sister Miley Cyrus became one of 
Disneys biggest stars on the show Hannah Mor- 
‘tana, whieh ran for much of Noah's childhood, 
from about age sixto Il, “Thad a hard time with 
people coming up to me and saying, ‘Are you 
Miley Cyrus’ litle sister" or ‘Are you Hannah 
Montana’ litle sister? 1 did not like that, and it 
‘sipped me of my own identity fora Tong time.” 
Sometimes, she says, if people asked, she'd just 
answer no. As she started going through puber- 
ty, she developed body dysmorphia, something 
that was only exacerbated by the pressures of 
public life. She batted depression, and a tight 
she felt she carried asa kid got pushed down, 
‘deeper and deeper. 

‘When she was 18, she tied downers for the 
first time. “My boyfriend at the time, when Iwas 
18, was the frst person that gave me a Xanax, 
‘and it became a way for us to bone,” she says." 
think {wanted to fit in with him. I wanted to be 
‘what he wanted and what he thought was coo! 


tugs like Molly had never been her thing. This 
was diferent, “Once lel that it was possible 10 
silence things out fora second and numb your 
pain, ie was over” she says. 

(Gyrus struggle with Xanax coincided with just 
how ubiquitous benzos and other prescription 
‘drugs have become in pop culture over the past, 
several years, especialy in music. Songs that list, 
‘out contents of entire medicine cabinets have 
spiraled off into mini genres of smooth Xan-rap 
and lethargic pill-pop, striking a chord with a 
‘younger generation. 

‘But the rise of benzos has also had deletert- 
‘us effects in a country that is stil in the grips of 
‘a deadly opioid epidemic. in 2020, 16 percent of 
‘overdose deaths involving opioids also involved, 
‘benzodiazepines. Whilea Xanax preseription can, 
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bbe safely used to treat anxiety and pani attacks, 
some artists have been open about their expert 
‘ences misusing the drug: Chance the Rapper, Jus 
tin Bleber, and Lil Xan ~ someone Cyrus dated at 
‘one point, and whose entre artistic moniker isa 
reference to Xanax ~ are among those who have 
talked about recovering from abusing the seda 
tive, Other tragedies have underscored the dan- 
gers of benzos In 2017, the emo-tap heartthrob 
Ll Peep nodded off after taking a lethal combi 
nation of fentanyl and Nanas, and died at age 21 

‘To Cyrus, a big part ofthe problem was how 
accessible the drug was. “I was surrounded by 
People who were easily able to get it by buying 
it from people,” she says. A few of her friends 
at the time bit back comments about her drug, 
Abuse and “kind of cosigned it” she says. What 
started recreationally morphed into a bleaker 
habit. “Itjust kind of becomes this dark pit, bor 
tomless pit” she says, She'd sleep all day and 
wake up at 8 pam, She didn't know whieh day 
‘was which, and her memory was slippery and 
unreliable. By the time the pandemic itn 2020, 


‘ROYALTY Tish, Brason, Noa. Bly Ray Brand, and Miley Cyrus 


(trom loft) atthe 2015 Vas in Los Angeles 


her substance-abuse problem was ais worst. 
‘That entire year was chaotic, The lowest and 
most alarming moment came during an inter 
national television interview: Cyrus was doing 
press after releasing The End of Everything in 
May, and she started to pass out mid-conver 
sation, “I was completely nodding off ancl fll 
ing asleep, and unable to keep my head up or 
keep my eyes open, because I was so far gone 
she says, (The interview never aed.) The ass of 
her grandmother Loreta, in August of that same 
‘year, wasa bitter wake-up call. Cyrus didn't real 
ly get chance to say goodbye, and she wonders 
iF she would have picked up the phone more 
‘often had she been more present. “Ieltso gulty 
for not being there when my grandma died, 1 
‘was there physically, but emotionally, Iwas not 
there. I couldn't be,” she says. It also weighed 
‘on her that she'd shut herself off rom her moth 
cr, Tish Cyrus, who was grieving. “That was my 
big eye-opener: was sitting alone, and 1 
scared, and I realized that all the people tha 
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Hove and all the people that I need, 1 was the 
fone pushing them away,” Noah says, More tur 
‘moil came that December, when she ignited a 
social media firestorm afte she used the racial: 
Iyinsensitive word “nappy” to describe the con 
servative pundit Candace Owens on Instagram, 
(Ghe's deeply apologetic: “It’s something that, 
Ym just sorry for, that | could have possibly hurt 
people that I respect and a community that Ire 
spect and Love”) 

Cyrus won't go into detail about the first few 
‘months of her recovery process; she only says 
that it was a delicate time, “I was being helped 
by everybody that I needed help from, and it 
took some time to get on my own two feet,” 
she says. A game changer, she feels, was meet 
Ing Singerman and slowly wading into the ere 
ive process: “Mookie brought so much hope 
Into my world, and so much eare and compas 
sion for me and my situation,” Music became 
the best kind of catharsis for her, andl while she 
hhad some trepidation about sharing what she 
was going through, she almost couldn't avotd it. 

“Teas coming out in my Iris, 
she says. “So, it’s lke, "'m not 
going to hide my truth? think 
it was evident that I was going 
through something the past cou 
ple years ~ [think my fans saw 
it.I think the public could see it” 
‘She wanted to take the reins and 
tell the story hersel. 

“Noah had a really strong 
sense of what she wanted,” 
CCrossey says. Her writing is rot 
ced inthe classic country and folk 
artists she loves, like Kris Kris 
tofferson and Terry Jacks, and 
she guided the arrangements 
to sound timeless and mini 
mal, yet unexpected. On the 
tite song, “The Hardest Part,” i 
‘was her idea to keep the percus 
sion rhythm stripped back; on “L 
Burned LA Down,” she wanted 
‘the drums just litle offbeat and 
‘out ofthe pocket 
Her friend PJ Harding has told her that he 
hhearsa lot ofher in the music. "Tthink he means, 
“Everywhere, there's pleces of you” she says 
‘That intimacy comes through especially on "Lo 
retta's Song” She wrote that one as a tribute t0 
her grandmother, but also asa gift to her mother 

a eulogy and gentle consolation that's helped 
ther make amendls with some of the losses in her 
life the past few years. 


HERE'S A MEMORY from 2019 that 
FV appenss evice on the sibun, on 
Noah (Stand Stil)" and “The Hard 

st Part” Ie was around Christmas 

time, and Cyrus went to visit her 

dad in Nashville. Her struggle with substance 
abuse had intensified, but she says most people 
il hadn't realized how bad things had become. 
day with her dad, though, was haloed in 
joy. They spent the da riding fourwheelers and 
‘walking around the farm together. He pushed 
her onan old rope swing she used to play on asa 


kid, and they talked about different things —her 
childhood, her grandfather. Buta sadness clung, 
in the ai, “Obviously, it was made public know 
‘edge that my parents had been through some 
rough patches," she says. Billy Ray and ish filed 
for divorce in April this year ~ not forthe first 
time) “Ic felt ike there were words that we both 
hhad to say but just couldnt say it 

‘The Hardest Part isn't just Cyrus processing her 
journey with addiction. t's also reconciling many 
(of the relationships around her. One of the most 
pulverizing moments on the album is "Every Be- 
sinning Ends," with Ben Gibbard from Death Cab 
for Cutie, a band Cyrus ell in love with because 
‘of her older sister Brandl, She and Gibbard baad 
‘been talking about the dissolution of past rela- 
tionships ~ when one person stops putting the ef 
{ort in, when the laughter fades. “I relate to that 
in many ways, not only with me, but also just 
‘with my parents relationship,” Cyrus says, “Writ- 
Ing about that gave me more understanding." 

Gibbard says he didn’t know what to expect 
from Cyrus, but he was floored once they met in 
Seattle and began putting the song together, ine 
by ne. “kept coming back to itand just basking 
in her brilliance,” Gibbard says, comparing her 
‘writing style to his friend Jenny Lewis’ "W's easy 
tobe mysterious It's easy to be aloo. Its easy 10 
‘be cool. 'sso much harder tobe earnest, and it's 
so much harder because she's really opening her- 
self up witha lot ofthese songs.” 

Celebrities who open up about addiction are 
often expected to become role models or fig 
ures of empowerment. Cyrus knows she doesn't 
have all the answers, and says that she just want 
fed to share her experience with her fans, in ease 
ithelps them get through their own hardships. 
“Ym not trying to be, lke, ay spokesperson for 
recovery or anything like that” she says. “I, my’ 
self am just going through t and figuring it out.” 

‘These days, Cyrus' world is a litte quieter, 
‘with hours dedicated to therapy and psyehiatry 
and alot of time at home with her dogs, Mellow 
land Marshall “wake up in the mornings, and 
V'm able to ook in a mirror and go on about my 
day without hating myself” she says. "Tm able 10 
‘comfort myself and nurture myself" 

‘text thread called Hotline Siblings helps her 
check in regularly with her brothers and sisters, 
and she goes to Nashville often to see her baby 
nephew, Bear. She's clase to her mother, and 
her dad calls her constantly, basting her album. 
through his speakers and playing along on guitar, 

(Cyrus still as complicated feelings about her 
fame:“I don't look at itas, ‘In 10 years, Ihave to 
be the world's biggest superstar” 

Right now, she is feeling unbound, She has 
‘thought about doing a deluxe release of The 
Hardest Part, maybe with an a cappella ver 

ion of “I Burned LA Down," or shaving down 
the pop-oriented ballad “Unfinished” to Just an 
acoustic tar. 

She's even sent a few music videos in which 
she's riding horses to Karazissis at Far West 
Farms, “He's always commenting how proud he 
isof himself for teaching me such beautiful equ 
tation,” she says, aughing. Just like that ranch, 
hher music has become one more place where 
she's found peace. © 


More than a thousand dogs are put down every day in America — 


meet the elite team of dog trainers trying to change the system BY PAUL SOLOTAROFF 


THE 
DOG 
RESCUERS 


(Cheddar was blind an sick when 
the was saved by the ASPCA, 
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THE: DOG:/RESCUERS: 


went missing, Shanna Philips lost her mind. Her 
first week at a bakery in Fairview, North Carolina 
she dashed out, mid shift, to scour the woods. Inthe 
thee months since she'd found and adopted Sassy, 
that dog had salved her soul and heart after her moth 
cer died young of cancer, Effectively, Sassy had done 
what counseling alone couldn't: roll back Philips 
fear of dropping dead at 22, Now Sassy, who'd come 
through hell herself, was lost in a town she barely 
knew. Sobbing, Phillips phoned her friends and far 
iy, mustering a search party of eight. They combed 
the streets and side yards, postered Quick Marts and 
stop signs, and mounted large-font bulletins on Face 
book fora small beagle mix with soulful eye 

For two days Philips neither slept nor ate. At one 
point or another, there were 20 people chasing down 
pporch-cam sightings of Sassy. Meanwhile, Philips 
boyfriend cut short a trip to beachfront Mississip- 
pi. “I was worried for Sass, but more so for Shanna 
~ she loves that litle dog like..." says Bryce Myers, 
a hydraulics engineer in his mid-twenties, “When 
you know what they've been through, you get why 
they're sa bonded” 


Sassy ran away on a Thursday morning. Friday 
night, Philips was at the end of her tether when she 
heard a scrape at the door, he ran down to open it 
‘There stood Sass, giving. flick of he tal. “She walks 
inall chil, like, “How's your day been?" says Philips 

1 got down on the floor, sobbing — I could not stop 

zing her” Sassy had gone all the way up a near 
bby mountain and somehow come back home with: 


‘uta scratch, Itwas one more wonder from a magic 
dlog whose stock in trade seems tobe cheating death, 

Sassy's walk off happened inthe fall of2020, when 
she was a yearsandahalf old, I met her in the fal of 
2021, on the porch ofthe snug Craftsman that Philips 
land Myers rent outside of Asheville. t was a biliant 
afternoon inthe Blue Ridge Foothils, and Sassy had 
the zoomies something fierce. Whoossshhht went the 
small, brown blur going by, carving the corners of 
their quarteracre lawn. Skrrshhh! went the leaf pile 
asshe spin-cycled through the turns. She stopped for 
a belly rub and stiek of pepperoni, then charged off 
to seare the bejesus out of a rabbit. Here was a dog, 
in Disneyland, so struck by joy you could plausibly 
call her stoned, 

Ie didn't start this way when Phillips adopted Sassy 
inthe summer of 2020. The dog barfed in her ear and 


Tosupport the ASPCAS ongoing work to help animals 
like Sassy and Cheddar, please visit aspea.org/rehab. 
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‘pooped in her apartment, all within their first hours 
together. For weeks, she wouldn't suffer her own 
ers affections, but Philips was prepared to wait her 
‘out. She knew enough of Sassy’s history to let time, 
and dog teats do their magie, “They told me 
she came from a crazy hoarder who had twenty 
something dogs ina trailer.” Philips says, Actually, 
the count was 29 — and 
scribe the owner 

A middle-aged woman in Yellville, Arkansas, with 
no tiesto friends or relations, she was living with her 
dogs ina storage unit upholstered in piss and shit. 
The cauch she slept on was soaked in urine; the floor 
was carpeted in turds, Exposure tothe toxic particu 
lates in pet waste had sickened, scarred, or killed the 
units canine occupants, Long-dead dogs lay chock 
block with puppies struggling to breathe. 

Severe mange and bug bites, fet bleached white 
by urine, Kyle Held, the ASPCA's investigator in the 
‘ase, has walked hundreds of such scenes in his day 

‘Yu dont get too attached to footwear in this job” 
says Held, a burly giant who delivers lines so dry, 


crazy” doesn't begin to 


[ASPCA froma house of horors in Missouri 


bythe 


you're never quite sure he's joking 
This case presented him a special challenge: The 
{door ofthe unit was broken. Held somehow thread: 
ed his sixfeet-two frame through a rusty window. 
Using a control pole, he snared the panicked dogs 
and handed them up to stafers holding erates, Hap: 
pily, most of the rescues were on the smaller side: 
beagle mixes under 20 pounds. tt got a litle gnar. 
lier with the German shepherds, but Held's done 
this work for 28 years, the past 2 leading a response 
team for the ASPCA from his home state of Missou- 
+i. "You want a crash course in animal cruelty, Mis: 
souri’s your state," he says. “Tigers, horses, reptiles, 
‘dog fights, I's also the world capital of puppy mil 
Ofien after a seizure by the ASPCA ~ or “the A, 
as staffers call it~ there are criminal charges pend: 
{ng against the owner and a scrum aver custody of 


the dogs. In this ease, however, the hoarder dodged 
jal time by agreeing to release her pets, (She also 
signed a binding walver that she'd never 
‘own dogs again.) The ASPCA had already pivoted 
to phase two of rescue, installing a temp shelter in 
a warehouse, Domiciled for weeks there, the dogs 
were seen by vets, who performed surgery on the 
‘most badly injured patients. The ASPCA also flew be 
havioriss in to assess the mental health ofthe dogs. 
They were graded on several axes: fearfulness of 
people; aggression and hyperarousal ease of han: 
dling and feeding. A few of them scored in the mid: 
dle range of trauma, meaning the ASPCA could treat 


and train them at the temporary shelter and prepare 
them for local adoptions. 

tut the bulk were so stricken by the sight of 
human beings that they soiled themselves and hid 
in abject terror. Sassy was one of those petrified 
dogs. Besides her sundry allments ~a coat severe 
ly scarred by mange; “hookworms, whipworms, a 
sgrade-three heart murmur, pain from her skin com 
dition, an ear infection, a low body-condition score 
(@V9), and grade-two, three dental disease,” per her 
Intake form ~ her psyche was so scrambled by ne 
slect and cruelty that she lived in a state of dread. 
‘Staffers had to turn their backs when they fed her 
She couldn't bear being looker, let alone touched. 
Falling an intervention, she'd join the 400,000 dogs 
pput dawn each year for the crime of being homeless 
‘or having behavioral ssues. The cruelty oftheir fate 
is almost cosmic: 


aved from horrific circumstance 
by cops or rescue teams, they are euthanized shortly 
after to end their suffering. 


But Sassy and her mates from the storage unit had 
a miracle in store, in the spring of 2020, they were 
trucked hundreds of miles to the world’s frst clinic 
for severely traumatized dogs: the ASPCA's Behavior 
al Rehabilitation Center (BRC) in Weaverville, North 
Carolina. There, in three transformative months, 
they'd get crash course of nurture and taining from 
data-driven teams of pet behaviorist. In tiny blocks 
ff treatment ~ 15 minutes a day ~ they'd haltingly 
push through their fear of people, discover the joy of 
‘being creatures at play, and emerge from lives of un 
speakable pain to become someone's wonder dog, 


11S ASTONISHING to think how indiferent we are 

In the face of animal suffering, Pigs penned in 

chutes the size oftheir bodies on Americas fac 
tory farms, Egg laying hens packed 12 toa cage, thelr 
‘rest caked in shit from che birds above them. Breed 
dogs trapped in puppy-mill crates, never touching 
grass or feeling sun on their backs from birth to br 
tal death. In America, we don’ just stomach cruelty, 
‘we license and sell iin aisle three 

There's another kind of cruelty we turn our backs 
‘on: More than a thousand dogs in shelters are put 
‘down daily, and virtually all those dogs could have 
been saved. Roughly one percent of the euthanized 
pups were sick or posed a threat to someone's safety. 
The rest were destrayed because their shelter ran out 
of space suse their behaviors put off adopt 
cers, Distressed dogs yelping and cringing in fear; 
‘overanxious pups that paced their crates when ap- 
proached: It was all too easy to pass them up. As for 
dogs like Sassy, piebald with mange and gnawing at 


the bug bites on her shins, there was no chance 


‘tthe BRC, trainers have 
found success ping, 
recuse with “haler dogs 
[rai Jt relax 

oF damaged puns. 


Ralston Coline [astow 1 
helped found the BRC at 
seeing too many dage put 
ddvin: Not only ha they 
never been loved they've 
‘evar really been dogs 


The BRC Darren Young 
[aorraw mont] slow arms 


none ~ to leave a shelter alive, Until the 
[BRC came along, 

First, though, someone had to find those 
dogs and take them from the people who 
ddd them harm, There are laws on the 
books banning blatant abuses, but they're 
rarely enforced by the cops. Instead, it 
falls to the animal welfare groups to root out crimes 
against dogs. “In February 2010, we launched our 
Field Investigations and Response teams to deal with 
abuse cases,” says Matt Bershadker, the ASPCA’s pres: 
ident and CEO, who was hired in 2001 and climbed 
te ranks to become its leader in 2013. (The Humane 
Society of the United States formed its own unit in 
2008. ts yearslong probes of America's puppy mills 
was featured in this magazine in 2017) 

Inthe years since the ASPCA began tracking abus 
rs, it's ether assisted in or led massive takedowns: 
the arrests of 10 gangsters in 2013 and the seizure 
(0 367 dogs, the second-bigaest dogfighting bust on 
record; the rescue ofthe so-called Missouri 500 dogs 
~ the biggest dog fighting bust on record — and the 
arrests of 25 people; the removal, care, and place 
‘ment of more than 500 dogs from fetid puppy mill 
in Towa in 202, 

But it’s one thing to free malnourished dogs 
‘who've been chained to tees, scarred and bleeding, 
Ws another entirely to soothe their souls and teach 


In 2020, the ASPCA 
launched i Bahavioral 
Rehabiltation Canter 
[ter [outside of Ashevile, 
North Carolina. faclty 
for Jogs that 
otherwise would be put 
‘own “We need 1 beable 
te heal them, aays one 


them to trust the species that abused thems “Not only 
have they never been held and loved, they've never 


really been dogs,” says Kristen Collins, director ofthe 
BRC. “They've been widgets for breeders and things 
gamblers bet on. 

Collins sa certified animal behaviorist who joined 
the ASPCA in 2007, Several years later, she conceived 
the BRC with her fellow behaviorist atthe ASPCA, 
Pamela Reid. The unit was born of horror and grief, 
after a particularly gruesome find in Tennessee. One 
stean-bath afternoon in the summer of 2010, 
lins and Reid were summoned by the authorities to 
grim tableau, An old man was living atthe end of 
2 dirt road in a decrepit trailer packed with dogs. 

‘We counted 85 in terrible shape, both physically 
and behaviorally,” recalls Collins. They were skinny 
to the point of emaciated ~ neither food nor water 
‘was set out — and there was trash piled everywhere 
she looked, In those days, the ASPCA had no triage 
unit, so the team couldn't house or treat the dogs. 
‘AMter brief exams, they were sent to local shelters, 


Where most, fnot all, were put down. “It broke our 
hearts to see so much suffering.” says Collins. “For 
hhours, we drove in dead silence.” She resolved then 
and there that they had to do more: “We need to be 
able to heal them behaviorally so they can go on and 
live happy lives.” 

Reid and Collins assembled a raving team to re 
spond to such disasters. “Those early days, we were 
trying to MacGuyver with a hair elip and a stick of 
gum” she says. They'd rent an empty warehouse, 

cull vet techs from local shelters, and 
do the dirty work of trage care. Giving 
lime baths to dogs with tick bites and 
ingworm, making boxes and platforms 
from plywood scraps so mama dags could 
escape their weekcold pups: “It wasall im 
prov, but we were building a framework 
For the holistic model wo come 

A year late, Collins got a call from a 
district attorney in Kentucky: 120 dogs 
had come out of a puppy mill in More 
head in deplorable condition. By then, 
the ASPCA had its response team ready 
Collins worked for weeks at its temp 
site nearby, throwing everything she'd 
learned in 10 years of training at those 
dogs. “We tried really simple things like 
riveby treating, where you toss a piece 
of cheese into a dog's kennel as you're 
walking past” says Collins, who holds 
‘master’s in animal behavior from the U 
versity of Mlinois. “They're so underso 
clalived they can't bear you comingin But overtime, 
they learn to connect you with something yummy, 
and start coming closer tothe dot.” 

Another ploy that worked was bringing in “helper” 
dogs: pairing less-fearful pups with panicked ones to 
play in short sessions. “I can't overstate the impor 
tance of helper dogs,” says Collins. “Not only did they 
halp relax the scared ones, they modeled all the stu 
that dogs do, Snifing, chasing, tuguing, playing: All 
that was new to those dogs. 

(Over weeks of treatments, Collins saw 
improvement” ina large majority of cases. Even the 
very fearful started snitfing around their handlers, 
Tettng themselves be touched and fed by hand. Here 
was early evidence, via smallbatch data that badly 
abused dogs could bounce back, Collins and Reid 
made their pitch to the ASPCA\s chief, Bershadker 
pitched his board of directors. He came back with the 
‘money fora pilot program: temporary line forthe 
“worst ofthe worst” cases. 

Collins and Reid rented kennel space from a shel 
ter In Madison, New Jersey. Before opening thelr 
doors, they did "brain-dump sessions,” scribbling 
every technique they could possibly think of on a 
‘whiteboard. Out of those sessions came the 30 or 40, 
protocols that form the core of care at BRC. "We took 
the biggest blocks dogs have to geting adopted and 
broke them down to small parts,” says Collins. She 
cites lashing as an example, It can evoke terror in 
dogs who've never been handled before: "You'll see 
them freak out, go into gator rolls They'l lap ta the 
floor and roll aver and over, trying to get that thing 
off thelr neck. 

So she and her trainers took it beat by beat. In 
those ist days, all they did was show the doga leash, 


marked 
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THE: DOG:RESCUERS: 


while feeding i treats and rations, Ne 
they let the dog snifthe drag line, a thin 


cord that clips to collars. Then, they at 
tached it and played follow me, inwhich 8 
the trainer dropped cheese cubes and "yen 
stepped off quickly, inviting the dog to yehob, 
‘She feels the weight ofthe line 
and gets used to i," says Collins. "Once 
that happens, we grab it and take a few 
dropping cheese behind us. 
Repeated over and over, the dog gets used to the 
re around its neck. Soon, i's ready fora real 


steps, 


Jeash and the next challenge, walking outdoors 

When the Madison site opened in 2013, Col 
lins hoped to save half those haunted dogs, Within 
months, she had to raise the bar: Almost 90 percent 
‘of the dogs in her care improved enough for adop: 
tion. Once too terified to leave their kennel, dogs 


ere coming out to play with other dogs and Forte 
ingattachments to their handlers. They took to being 
leashed and walked on tals, went for short rides in 


staffers’ cars, and didn’t melt down in public parks 

When exposed to new dogs and people. “We knew 

dogs were resilient, but this was something else, 
ewas an ability to trust ~ and 


The clinic's two-year lease was extended twice 
Meanwhile, the ASPCA scoured East Coast states t0 
build a permanent home for the BRC, They found 
theirsite in Weaverville S-minute drive from Ashe 
Ville Encrcled by Trumpland, Asheville’ as much a 
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teller with dozen 


adopted by Shanna 
Tasting bond. 


symbol as itis a city: the promise of an 
agnostic, tolerant South that never seems 
to come to pass, It's a peach-fizz town of 
astro pubs and gender fluid teens rock 
Ing dusty Chucks and hair colors unseen 
in nature. Seemingly everyone's 
skateboard or a graphicarts side gig 

and dogs are part of the mix. You can't 
g0 a block here without stepping around 


someone's rescue ina tiedyed hamess or 
Pride bandana, 

Asheville greeted us with open arms,” says Ber. 
shadker, “It was a progressive community that loved 
pets and animals” and had a census of sentient twen: 
{ysomethings, The ASPCA bought a parcel in 2014 
and erected a cline like none other. I looms like @ 
spaceship behind its cyclone fence: a sleek, low-slung 
‘compound in matteswhite brick on 12 sloping acres 
and rails. Each ofthe 2 dogs in treatment has. a ken 
nel the sizeof a small dorm room: glass doors and 
walls a futon to nap on, and saloan doars to thelr 

iced dog run, 
The clinic fs divided into A and B pods. Each pod 
has play spaces inside and out, treatment labs called 
Real-Life Rooms, and a high-gloss ktchen far food 
prep. The pods both share a gym ym for 
pups, with tunnels and cones and an obstacle course 


as well as a dog park with high, screened walls so 
the dogs aren't fazed by passing cars. In the afer 


noon, play groups of six or seven dogs run them: 


selves ragged out there, They chase cubes of cheese 
and hotdog bits tossed by trainers and the occasion 
al guest. There are 35 fulltime staffers on campu 
dozens of volunteers pulling regular shifts, anda ro 
bust lst of enrichment options available to the dogs 
Their daily treatment, however, lasts exactly a quar 
ter of an hour, “They've so undersocalized that it's 
al they can take rush them any lon 
wer and they't crash 


says Collins 


THE TIME Sassy got to the BRC, her physical 
‘woes had responded well a treatment. There 
were scars on her nose and paws that she'd 

wear forever, but on a dog so pretty, they looked like 

freckles, not badges of gross neglect. Her psychi 
however, was another story. She was scared “to the 


point of extreme” around staff and “looking for es 
cape routes,” per her case file, “Especially our male 
staff says Darren Young, a behavior specialist who 
worked with Sassy, then handled her adoption to 
‘Shanna Philips. “That made it somewhat challeng 
ing” he says witha laugh, 

‘Young, who's 49, isan outlier on staff He and his 


wife, Christine, owned an IT company and volun: 
tered at New Jersey shelters. n 2013, they launched 
a project to house homeless pit bulls and connect 
‘ed with the ASPCA’s temp site in Madison. There, 
they got so invested In the work that they studied 10 
become trainers themselves. Hired by the ASPCA, 
they sold their house and firm and moved to North 


Carolina with the BRC, They're older and better 
established than most of their colleagues, scruffy 
thirtysomethings who've kicked around while 
before finding their lane in ite. Ther uniforms ~ gray 
Tshirts, blue cargo pants and utlity belts packed 
with treats — neatly convey the grunge aesthetic of 
animal welfare work, There's an urgency in thelr gait 
as they move about the unit: Dogs are distressed in 
every kennel 

With Sasy, chat pane was weirdly mised, She was, 
as they say here, “conflicted” On the one hand, she 


\was terrified of people. On the ther, she was curious 
and hungry. "Man, that lite girl loved to eat; she 
was so food motivated,” says Young. To work past her 
fear, he employed a technique that’s known as “teat 
and retreat” Those first 10 days, he'd enter her ken: 
nel and softtoss kibble from a distance. Then, bit 
by bit, he'd lob it closer and step off while she ate 


it, Eventually, she came near enough to snatch food 
from his hand. When she did that, he'd give her a sly 
scratch behind the ear, the first bit of handling she'd 
had. By the two-week mark, she was targeting his 
palm, touching it with her nose for kibble. 

‘An alfinity was forming ~ highly unusual in a dog 
s0 new to treatment, The next step for Young, was to 
spread the ove: transfer her affections to ather peo: 
ple. Young and his team did rotations with Sassy so 
{at she bonded with all five of them overtime, Then 
they brought in novel people: volunteers who clean 
kennels and do the endless loads of laundry, "We'd 
hhave them just sit there and say nothing to the dog, 
maybe toss her cubes of cheese,” says Young. Even 
tually, Sassy came over to the stranger — first, to sniff 
them, then to bogar hot dogs from their hand, 

It was amazing to watch her open up; says 
Young. *She still barked a lot ~ they named her 
Sassy for a reason! ~ but she came along way in a 
short time? That she did: Sassy almost se the record, 
for swiftest graduation at BRC. The typical course of 
treatment here s 13 weeks; Sassy completed the pro- 
gram in just five, She got her framed diploma and a 
name card coded green, meaning she was ready for 
adoption. But life had another jolt instore for he. It 


was early April 2020 ~ the country was locked down, 
tight by the fist wave of Covi. 

Young posted Sassy’s photo on Petfinder and 
Adoptapet.com, and reached out to several shelters 
inthe region, When Philips saw her picture, she was 
smitten: “There was something in Sassy's face she 
sys. “She looked like she was smiling. knew itin my 
soul: That dog was mine 

Philips reached out to Young, She was anguished 
to hear that someone else had claimed her firs. 

Bullshit,” thought Phillis, She paid Sassy three 
calls in five days. That first time, she satin one of 
the smaller play yards as Young led Sassy a, The li 
te dog ran tothe far end ofthe yard and sat with her 
hack turned most ofthe visit she hates me,” Phillips 
thought — but returned to BRC. The next time, Young, 
brought a helper dog along. Sasy softened enough to 
creep near Philips and scarf the treats that she and 
her boyfriend lobbed. Things went well enough that 
the couple took her for a walk. The moment they 
rounded a corner, though, Sassy flopped to her bel 
“She'd lost sight of me,” Says Young, who'd strolled 

‘Tneeded to see if she was 


sway on purpose, 


toleave?" As ttumed out, not quite yet 


Finally, on thelr third date, Sassy let Philips hold 
her. She picked up the dog and bundled her in tight 
They stood there swaying and nuzzling in the breeze 
Lifting her head, Sassy anointed Shanna with the 
faintest Micker ofa kiss, 
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‘NeW MODEL The BRC mathod i expanding to three 


“In 2000, 90 percent of 
the dogs in pounds were 
euthanized within days 
of arrival. Last year, that 
figure was nine percent.” 


Which brings us to the countless adoptable dogs 
languishing at shelters around the county. We have 
‘come a far distance in “live releases” the number of 
pups adopted — over the past rwo decades. in 2000, 
‘90 percent of the dogs in “pounds” were euthanized 
within days of arrival. Last year, that figure was nine 
percent, an extraordinary, if incomplete, achieve 
ment. For 40 years, the leaders ofthe animal-welfare 
‘movement have waged a two-frant war to save pets 
lives. The first was pushing for spay-neuter laws 
to shrink the number of homeless dogs. A single 
unhoused female could birth 600 pups, most of 
whom would lead weetched lives that ended with a 
pentobarbital shot, “Ten million pe 
‘each year: That was the number we 
public into action” says Tom Colvin, the CEO ofthe 
‘Animal Rescue League of lowa, who's been a power 
house in the field for SO years. More than 30 
now mandate sterilization, easing — but not eliminat 
Ing ~ the crush at shelers. 

The second front was changing people's hear: 
and minds about where they got thelr pets, “There 


were put down, 
sed to shock the 


was so much stigma attached to dog pounds, which 
used to be lacated by the sewage plants” says Colvin, 
Bur the rescue movement enlightened the public on 
the virtues of shelter dogs. Adoptions have spiked 
since the early aughts, then soared out of sight the 
past two years, Twenty-three million dogs were ad 
opted during the pandemic, a 600 percent increase 
over the norm. 

Sul, 3 million dogs remain in shelters, many in 
‘eed of elinical care, The ASPCA can only treat about 
x hundred dogs year at is North Carolina location, 
This fall, it will open a significantly larger unit for 
dogs with moderate trauma: the Cruelty Recovery 
Center in Columbus, Ohio, And by summer of next 
year, i¢ will launch a third clini: the Recovery and 
Rehabilitation Center in Pawling, New York, for hy 
peraroused dogs whose manic behaviors prevent 
them from being adopted. But no organization ean 
do this job alone. What's needed is a second wave of 
rescue pros: national surge of partners and trainer 
to prepare those unhoused dogs to go home. 

To build that wave, the ASPCA put is walleron the 
table. Beyond the $40 million to construct its three 
clinics, ie funded an academy at the BRC to teach 
frontline workers from ather shelters. Behind its cin 
Je sits a handsome block of dorm rooms for visiting 
staff and executives. 

“I've got a team there now for a core rel 
every month if they let me,” says Alison Reder, the 
Vice president of operations at Wayside Waifs, a 200. 
dog shelter in Kansas City, Missouri Inspired by what 
they learned, Wayside’s leaders built replica ofthe 
BRC behind their basy shelter, “The difference in the 
dlogs that go through our clinic ~ is night and day? 

ays Reder, “We had a pit bull named Angelo that no 
‘one wanted; he spent 200 days at our shelter. Bit 
three weeks at our clinic, he went home with a fat 


eat; Fg 


ily. You've never seen a dog so happy, or relieve. 
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wall. One of those dogs was Cheddar, a small beagle 
‘mix who looks abit ike Sassy, Unlike Sassy that dog, 
was no puppy: He'd gone blind in both eyes from 
years of exposure to the contaminants in the house. 
To describe his other ailments would be piling on. 
All that’s germane was the state of his 

Cheddar arrived last summer. 

“Oh, boys” says Christine Young. 

Irtve had a tougher ease, That dog didn’t leave its 
enn! on its own for atleast two months.” 


cyche when 


1 don’t know 


Young, who's married to Sassy’s wainer Darren 
Young, was born to treat broken dogs. She's soul 
fil, sof-eyed, and speaks in spa tones, but you need 
‘more than heart for dogs like Cheddar — you need 
an eye forthe slightest sign of progress, and the pa: 
tience to wait as longi takes. Young would not hear 
the murmurs of other satfers or her ow nagging fea 
about euthanasia, As long.as Cheddar exhibited some: 
thing to build on — an uprick in appetite; an interest 
in other dogs — she was resolved to keep pushing. 
‘With Cheddar, his blindness made it so much 
harder, dogs learn to trust through body language 
Young says, “He had no visual cues Finally, months 
slong, Young hada breakthrough mo- (Cont. on 135] 
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The 
Eddie Van 
Halen 
Nobody 
Knew 


> “How's MICHAEL ANTHONY DOING?" 
‘That's the frst thing Lsay to Fie Van 
Halen, the legendary guitarist and co-name 
sake of the rock band Van Halen. « Rather, 
thats the is thing I say to someone who 
possibly is but probably isn't Eddie Van 
Halen, I mean, who am tkidding? There's 
‘no way the real Ede Van Halen's email ad- 
dress should be available for anyone to find 
Ina public database ~ and it sure as shit 
shouldn't be an America Online account. 

* In other words, this can’t be him, which is 
‘why the frst email I send is something this 
stupid and slapdash. hose Familiar with 
the history of Van Halen know Anthony 

~ the band’s original bassist — was not so 
‘much fred from Van Halen as he was 
placed in 2006 with Eddie's son, Wolfgang, 
‘without anyone ever bothering to tell An- 
thony, AtTeast that’s how Anthony's told 
So, my opening line isthe type of thing you 
‘might see a Van Halen traditionalist hold 
‘up on a giant sign at concert just to trol 
Anthony's replacement, © Ths isn't just a 
fan talking. In a former life, Pd 

‘been a musi journalist includ- 

ing some time as an editor for 


Over the last five years of 
his life, the rock icon had a 
secret correspondence with 
a former music journalist, 
spilling gossip, gripes, 
hopes, fears —and revealing 
himselflike never before 


By Blair Fischer 


“¥ Edie Van Halen in 2015, 


EDDIE VAN HALEN 


ROLLING STONE'S Website Back then, goto 
terview everyone from Ozzy Osbourne 1 Diddy 
But now is 2015, and Pm more than a decade 
removed from my dream job, Today, as a mar- 
‘et researcher fora healtisinsurance company, 
stare at data tables ill my eyes water and mon 
‘tor my employer's sok media mentions, fea 
turing angry posts about how only “raudelent 
fucks” and “éscumbags” wold work there. 

‘sending emails like this has become some- 
thing oF pastime, an exercise in nostalgia when 
the drudgery of my workday becomes too much 
to handle. Not long ago, I discovered that an 
‘ld login had to LexisNexis a directory law 
yers and journalists use that shows, among other 
things, a person's eriminal record, residences, 
phone numbers, and, yes, email addresses had 
never been deactivated. Ate using it to look up 
. couple of exes, i turned to rock stars. On a 
lark, 1d reached out to who Nexis told me was 
‘Gene Simmons, Edie Vedder, Stevie Nicks, and 
pretty much every member ofthe original Guns 
N’ Roses. But gotten nary a response. 

So, [fire off the Michael Anthony’ email at 
close to 5 o'clock on Sunday, May 31, 2015, and 
figure that be the beginning and end of But 
51 minutes later: "You've Got Mail!” That re- 
sponse hicks off Bve-plus year correspondence 
‘that would change my lite. 


DON"? ACTUALLY see the email until Mon- 
day morning, when get to work. My in 
sides utter jst abit 

“Not nearly as good as Wolfgang Van 
Halen, nor will he evertt Who the fuck is 
this, you would know that if you had 
brain and ears!" 

Whoever this is, they're pretty protective of 
Wolfie, Here's another thing: he time stamp on 
the email is 646 p.m. ~ or what time it would, 
have been in California, where Eddie Van Halen 
is known to live, when i was sent. 

And thisisabitofa reach, but twice the writer 
uses double-exclamation points ~ the same way 
‘an Halen does on the song “Everybody Wants 
Some!" That's always annoyed the shit out of 
me and, quite frankly, makes me enjoy the song 
Jess, Most normal people either use one or three 
‘exclamation points as a point af emphasis or 
‘volume, But two? I start thinking this person is 
either Eddie Van Halen of the world’s greatest 
Eddie Van Halen impersonator. 

‘There is one other thing I notice, Next to the 
‘email address is a name: Edward Van Halen, 

‘But, no, i'l take more than that to catfish me. 
So I write back immediately, throwing ina ref 
‘erence to Van Halen's A Different Kind of Truth, 
‘which was released three years earlier. ls thelr 
first album featuring David Lee Roth since 1954 
(eleased in the titular year), and seven ofits 3 
songs have origins that date back to before the 
band released its selftiled debut in 1978, 

“Regardless, you screwed up the classic lineup 
and, with all due respect to your son, with DLR's 
Voice in the shitter, you need Anthony more now 
than ever. And how ‘bout some new music you 
didn't write in 1975? You are super lazy.” 


BAIN FISCHER is working ona book about his 
{friendship with Ede Van Halen. 
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My question appears to strike a nerve. A few 
hours ater, five new emails arrive in my inbox 
‘hey’rea bitstream-oF consciousness, led with 
rage and incredulity | speed-ead them all 

‘The writer says they “can't control Roth's 
voice” and mocks my stopgap solution that 
‘Anthony rejoin the band wo help cover for Roth's 
vocal inadequacies, "And now you think Mike is 
2 lead singer” reads one email "He sounds ike 
Mickey Mouse. He just has a high voice Then 
they blame Roth for leaving the bana originally 
{in 885 and lament the decision co ring Sammy 
gar into replace him Inter that year: “Once 
Hagar joind it was never the same: 

“This isthe las thing I'm gong to say reads 
the final email, "When Hayar quit, Mike went 
‘with him instead of staying with 
‘Alex and me. That was as much 
‘ofa betrayal as Roth blindsiding >> 
"us when he quit. We did't see 
either one coming! All we had 
was ourselves, Alex and my- 
sell. Wolrhappened to be there 
and fit was) fun again. Lite is 
change. 1 can’t control it any 
‘more than you ean. IF could, 
{would change a ot of things 
starting with never having my 
first drink and maybe sticking 
to plan instead of guar” 

ly shit, That’ a Tot ro un- 
pack. and those damn double 
exclamation point 

Not including the pre-van 
Halen band Mammoth, the 


was as 


“When Hagar 
quit, Mike went 
with him. That 
much ofa 
betrayal as Roth 
blindsiding us. We 
didn’t see either 


asa way to “treat” his performance anxiety and, 
despite many attempts to quit, he just couldn't. 
He made a gallant effort around the time Woll 
joined the band, but fll of the wagon again just 
before the 2007 tour. Shows were caneeled and 
Fd returned to rehab. Now, finaly, after years of 
relapses, he's clean and sober. 

‘Amid all of that, in 2000, Eadie learned he 
hhad tongue cancer, which spread to his esopha 
‘gus; two years later, a third of his tongue was re- 
‘moved, after which he was deemed cancerftee. 

Considering all the real Eddie Van Halen has 
endured ~ and on the ff chance this s aetually 
‘him — it may be time to soften my tone 

“Damn, OK...didn't mean to get you all riled 

‘respond 21 minutes after the sender's most 

recent email. “Maybe Mike was 
mad be VH wasn’t doing any: 
thing for years... mean it took, 
hat, 15 years to do Truth? Just 
sayin 

It works, After saying this 
would be the “last thing rm 
going t0 say," the writer says 
‘much, much more - enough t0 
‘more or less confirm that it's in- 
deed the real Eddie Van Halen. 
(A representative for Van Halen 
said the band and Eddie's fam- 
Aly declined to comment on the 
correspondence. A representa- 
tive for Wolfgang also declined 
comment.) 

‘That same day, he tells me he 
“gets riled up because Im always 


ister fount wineddeand one coming}! All ying? Then he euecrae 
his brother, Alex, the drum we had was Alex oth ot lest thats ow se 


‘mer, serving asthe constants. I 
came to be when Wolfgang got 
permission from his dad and 
Uncle Alex to phone Roth and 
ask if he'd be intrested im jamming with the 
hand. He agreed, and is been Eddie, Alex, Wolf 
tang, and Roth ever since. As Rot told crowds 
fn the 2007 tour, the lineup was “three parts 
original, one part inevitable.” 

‘but it was the classic neup, featuring Antho> 
ny instead of Wolf, that had sold 57 milion a 
tbums onthe strength of ubiquitous classcrock 
Ja like “Jump,” “Unchained and "Dance the 
[ight Away. I lasted from 1974 uni Roth qui 
1985 to try to become a fil star (he falled) and 
solo artist (moderate success). Ifyou include the 
‘two new songs Roth contributed to 1996' Best 
of Van Halen, Volume and trainwreck reunion 
st the MTV Video Music Awards the same yea, 
this period marks Rah’ third stint inthe band, 

Sill Edie and Roth have never goten along, 
For the many years Roth wasn’t in the band, 
Eddie often wouldn't evenmention him by 
"mame, instead refeerngto "the previous su." "3 
certain person r, every onceina wile, “Cubic 
“icona,” an unsuible jab a Roth's Diamond 
Dave" sobtiquet. An equally mature Roth once 
Ss he was asked with replacing three members 
fron his “last band” for his rst so album 

Other than Roth, Eli's other nemeses have 
been alcool, elgaretes, and cancer He started 
smoking and dking heavily early ins career 


and myself” 


iat the dime. rll prove tame by 
future standards 
“The reason it took that long, 
for Truth is Roth, including all 
the rehashed demos,” he begins. That's the same 
reason, he says, the band has “nothing but a 
live record [2015's Tokyo Dome Liven Concert] 
to show for three years downtime.” Roth, be 
explains, only wants to be onstage doing his 
“Vaudeville shtick!” He then says that “Roth is 
‘out ofhis mind” and noc at all interested in rock 
‘rol, which makes recording new musica near 
‘impossibility. He says Roth only likes “dance 
‘music” and “hates bands tke AC/DG;" adding that 
Roth calls that band's fans “culturally literate.” 

“Well, I guess that makes me one of them 
‘cause Hove AC/DC and is simplicity,” he con: 
‘tnues, saying the band inspired many Van Halen 
songs he'd written, including "Panama,* "Drop 
Dead Legs," and “Good Enough.” tue because 
Roth doesn’t ike their music, he says, “Ihave no 
‘outlet. W's very frustrating. Ifpeople only knew 
the truth, they wouldn't believe some ofthe shit, 
thar goes on and what we put up with, Prob: 
ably not much longer though. I'm too old for, 
this shit really wish things were different, but 
they're not! All the best mant!” 

Tm feeling a bit overwhelmed. For this 
to be Eddie Van Halen, you'd have to bell 
a weapons-grade EVH doppelgiinger was just 
lying in wait in hopes that some internet trol 
‘would mysteriously acquire his email address 


and then use it to bombard him with 
fanboy questions. That's some QAnon: 
level crazy. But, then again, why? And 
‘why me? So, almost exactly 48 hours 
after my initial email, just ask 

‘You know, Lasked myself the same 
question and there ate actually a few 
reasons,” begins the response. “For 
ine, whenever we do interviews we 
can‘ really tell the whole truth be 
case i 1 said im an interview what 1 
have said to you certain people would 
‘gt pissed.” And since the band a least 
appears from the outside to be work 
ing together, “it wouldn't do much 
ood to say that | think our own Tead 
Singer sucks and is a complete men: 
tal ease pre Madonna.” The other rea 
son? “I'salmost a strange kind of ther 
apy to tell the truth to someone you 
don't even know! Make any sense to 

He had me at “pre-Madonna” 

Fairly convinced now that I'm 
talking with Eddie Van Halen, I decide 
to offer up my name. And my journal 
ism credentials, too, I say that I'm a 
hhuge Van Halen fan, and that 1 hope 
to meet him when the band plays in 
Tinley Park, about 60 miles 
southeast of ry suburban Chi 
cago home, the next manth, 

‘Well hi Blairit 1 had a 
feelin’ but that's neither here 
nor there," probably-Eddie 
Van Halen writes back. "Are 
youa male or female”? I know 
a Blair that's chick and 2 that 
are guys! Ea. 

Ed, For the first time, he 
signs off as “Ed.” I feel Uke a 
‘mobster who just got made: 1 
set to call him “Ed 


the first band 1 

liked that was undeniably cool. 1 

was 12 years old and weaning my- 

self off Air Supply, Christopher 

Cross, and other early-Eighties, 
Casey Kasem American Top 40 drek for what | 
thought was much cooler shit — lke Styx, REO 
Speedwagon, and Journey. Then one day in the 
school cafeteria, a friend popped Van Halen's 
eponymous debut into a GE cassette player and 
pressed play. And Jesus fuckin’ Christ ven on a 
lowgrade, three-andsa-halFinch speaker, it was 
amindfuck. 

(the original four band members, Ed always 
seemed lke the biggest mystery. Mosty i's those 
unduplicable legato notes he makes flow from 
his custom-made red, white, and black Franken: 
strat guitar, Or the whammy-bar dives and sor 
«erous two-handed finger tapping he popular 
ized, which unintentionally helped inspire the 
birth of hair meta. in any rock & roll era, past 
present, or future, Ed was and will always be 
stead of his time. 

Unlike his musicianship, his words are genes 
ally me and, a times, seem almost sripted. I's 


witha signature Frankanstrat in 1978. 
‘quit the band 1 go solo the nest yer. 


as if he never knows how to an- 
‘swer boilerplate questions about 
hhow it feels to be some sort of 
rock god, telling MTV in 1988, "e's 
nice, ya know, but I'm just some 
punk kid who plays guitar” He's 
‘usually eareful not to bash Roth in 
interviews, too, 

As far back as 1982, Ed was biting his tongue 
During an interview with Guitar Player maga 
zine o help promote the release of Diver Down, 
he was asked why there were so few guitar solos 
‘on the album. Ed responded, “Dave sald, ‘No 
more fucking guitar solos; whieh isa lite ike 
Dennis Rodman telling Michael Jordan “No more 
dunks” "He's on an ego trip.” Ed continued, be 
fore deciding to muzzle himself. “He's always 
been, whatever..." Then he added: "And if you 
print this, 'm gonna fuckin’ come to your house 
and blow your ass away” 

He probably should have kept his mouth 
shut, too, when it came to his tongue cancer. 
Instead of blaming it on his nicotine addiction, 
he claimed it was the result of resting brass and 
copper guitar picks between his lips while per 
forming. He later told Howard Stern, “l cured 
my cancer ina way that's not exactly legal in this 
country. 'd tell you, but I don’t want t0 go t0 
jail” Hogar offered more details in his autobiog 
raphy, “[Ed] told me he cured himself by having 
pieces of his tongue liquefied and injected into 


eft with David Lee Roth in 1868, Roth would 


his body" Hagar wrote, “He also told 
sme when he had his hip replacement, 
he stayed awake through the opera 
tion and helped the doctors drill the 
hole. What a fruiteake: 

While Ed hasn't told me anything 
that outrageous, that he's been so 
‘open and available to me probably 
jualifies. We've been emalling and 
testing several times a week since my 
snarky overture, and now I feel lke a 
contestant on a dating reality show: 
“Time to see if this'll work in real real 
ity. Van Halen is gearing up for their 
first tour in two years, where they'll 
be playing to about 15,000 rabid fans 
every night. It’s on the 10th stop of 
their 4tdate summer tour where Ed 
and Lare scheduled to finally meet. 

Leading up to our meetand-greet, 
Ed cells me that, following an endos 
copy and biopsies of his esophagus, 
he's cancer free. *Yippeel!™ he emails 
‘me, “That is more important than any 
thing, IF you don’t biave your health, 
you got nothin!” 

‘Truthfully, 1 had just assumed he 
was well. I'm no oneologist, but 1 
know there's no way a 60-year-old 
vaper is performing tworhour shows 
for 41 nights in the dead of surumer i 
he's in any real danger. 

As the show gets close, Ed also con- 
firms what we already assumed was 


‘TOPOFTHEWORLD Above: EddleVanlslen true ~ he and Roth do nor get along, 


Lp until recently, Ed says, Roth at 
least spoke to Alex, but now the broth 
ers have no communication with him 
at all. He continues, "I don't know 
what | ever did to him, but soit goes," adding, “1 
\woulda’t be surprised ithe somehow implodes 
onstage or does something really, really stupid." 

Not only are Ed and Roth incommunicado, 
Ed says leading up to the July 5 tour opener in 
Auburn, Washington, that “T havea feeling Roth 
Will not sing any of the deep cuts. I think we 
should play them with or without him, what do 
you think? 

‘That's insane is what T think, Roth ean’ sng 
for shit at this point, and everyone knows it — 
but Van Halen karaoke? 

Bd attempts to larify. “I'm talking about ask 
ing the audience to just sng along and tell them 
Roth doesn’t want tosing them,” he begins, “And 
if they go nurs, then tell them we're gonna spend 
the next 15 r0 20 mintifes just you and us, with 
out Roth. 1 think i's gonna force Roth to come 
around and it can be kinda un without him 

Mercifully, somehow, Roth comes around, 
and, far as can tell sings on every song.at every 
show, including the one Lattend on July 24 at 
the Hollywood Casing Amphitheatre in Tinley 
Park, linofs, where I finally get to meet Ed, Pm 
with my plus‘one, friend and rock photogra 
pher Barry Brecheisen, who'll be photograph: 
ing the show: 

We're leaning against the white pockmarked 
conerete wall that snakes around the backstage 
corridor, staring at the cement-gray double 
ddoors that serve to demarcate dressing rooms 
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EDDIE VAN HALEN 


and business offices from security areas and 
craft services. That's the one Fd walks through. 
Prior to this moment, the closest I'd ever been 
to him was 27 years earlier, when, as a college 
freshman, 1 sat thied-row center on the OUS2 
tour. I even caught a guitar pick Hagar side 
armed Into the cov, 

Some stil see Eddie Van Halen as the tim, 
ssuspenders.wearing spark plug with long, tou" 
sled brown hair and an impish, thousand-watt 
arin. You know, the smiley guy’ in the “Jump” 
Video, who always looks like he knows some- 
thing you don't. 

On this day, only some ofthat is tll true: He's 
stil thin, but 50, too, is his short, gray hair. He 
walks slowly, slightly hunched, cradling his Po 
meranian, Kody, as if he’s handling a nuclear 
foothal. Sill, he seems peaceful, without a care 
inthe worl. 

Shortly after Ed slips into his dressing room, 
We're told to follow sult. We slowly walk toward 
the door just as he opens i slightly and peeks 
through. 

“Which one is Bair?" he asks eagerly 

Me" respond now just inches away. 

He sizes me up quickly, flashes that famous 
arin, and then pulls me in for a giant hug. 

"You're not how I pletured you," he says with a 
big smile. don’t think to ask what he expected. 
Probably tlle. 

1s just the three of us in this dimly ity cay 
‘emnous dressing room. Some guitars lean against 
the wall, though none I immediately recognize 
from Creem or Van Halen's many music videos. 
‘There’sa rolling wardrobe rack tucked intoa cor- 
ner, too, but there isn’t anything on it. Weall lop 
‘onto a fraying black leather couch and, almost 
immediately, Fa picks up right where we let of. 

Fuckin’ Roth,” he fue shaking his head, 

As he rants about Roth's vocals, his surfer- 
ide parlance matches what I've heard in count 
Jess interviews, as if it were cryogenically fro 
2en from the Seventies, only now with a litle 
more Camel-stained gravel, After about 15 min- 
utes of bullshittng, we're told it’s ime to go, just 
asa small group of kids is ushered in. We don’t 
know why they're there, but it becomes appar 
cent they're sick and this fs something akin (0 
thelr Make-AWish. I's touching, and throws me 
bit off my game, so much so that I forget to get 
a photo of us together. Ed does, however, give 
me a guitar pick and signs my Fal Warning CD. 

‘Before we depart, he tells me to text him later 
to tll him what we thought ofthe show, and we 
hug one las time. Next ie, think, Fl bring my 
son with me to meet him. 


TER THE TOUR, I implore Ed to 
reconsider bringing back Hagar, 
mostly because he can still sing, 
unlike Roth. He texts me that 

a Mike would be part of the pack 
age If Hagar were to rejoin the 

‘band and that he doesn't “think Ti be able t0 

play with him after Wott” 

‘When Roth left Van Halen, Hagar filled his 
shoes admirably. Afterall, he was the original 
frontman for the Seventies hard-rock outfit Mon- 
trose, an early Van Halen iniluence. The new 
lineup ~ known colloquially as “Van Hagar” — 
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released four more albums 
and racked up 27 million more 
in album sales behind “Iove’ 
songs like “Why Can’t This Be 
Love," “Love Walks In,” and 
“When I's Love 

the years that followed, 
Hagar was fired (if you be 
lieve Hagar’s version) or quit 
AGF you believe Ed's), and brief 
ly replaced by Roth, before Van 
Halen turned co its third lead 
singer, ex-Extreme frontman 
Gary Cherone, He was ousted 
alter only one shitsandvich-y 
album, Then came a chaotie 
reunion tour with Hagar, the 
last to feature either Hagar or 
Anthony. 

‘Thehostlty Ed has for Hagar 
Js arguably more dug in than it 
Js for Roth, and totally differ- 
tent, When it comes to Roth, 
B's rants are about his abysmal 
singing and rock-star egomania, 
‘while his Hagar slams boil down, 
toclaims of greed (“i'll about 
‘money with Hagar” he says at 
‘one point, adding in a seem- 


“Maybe we get the 


by auust 2017, in preparation 
for stem-cell shots, doctors do 
fan MRI of Ed's neck and back 
and discover swollen lymph 
hhodes. He gets a CT sean which 
shows a mass in his lung. But 
they do an invasive search and 
find nothing. 

is doctor is stumped. He 
tells Ei that whatever he saw on 
his CT scan, 70 percent of the 
time turns out to be cancer, But 
not this time. 

“AIL knavj" he tests me, “is 
tm one blessed, lucky mother- 
Tucke 

‘Twenty days later, I check in 
Just 19 make sure everything is 
still OK. {don't get a response 
that evening, which is unlike 
‘him ~ but 1 don't pay it much 
mind, He always gets back to me, 
‘The next day, I'm in my home 
office, listening to R.E.M. and 
scrolling through Facebook on 
‘my laptop when | feel my phone 
vibrate. I pull it out of my pock- 
et its Ed, AIT expect to read 
when I ask how he's doing is 


ing reference to Hayar's sue ~— Whole shebang something along the lines of, 
cessful tequila brand, “He used ie - ‘m doing well, buddy, how 
thetandtoceatehinen — UP there, Wolf are you??= Tha’ pret stan 


‘and a relentless drive for pub- 
lity, As Ea saw i, Hagar “just 
‘can't open his mouth without 
saying Van Halen.” Even when 
‘gar had just formed his band 
Chickenfoot, Ed texts me, “in 
stead of talking about his new 
band, all he did was basically 
say how much better they were 

than Van Halen. So, he's actu- 
ally our biggest promo man.” 
(Representatives for both Roth 
and Hagar declined comment to 
ROLLING STONE.) 

On Jan. 26, 2016, Ed turns 61 years old. wish 
hhim a happy birthday. Soon after, | send him a 
screen grab: It’ of Hagar wishing him one, too, 
‘on Facebook; Hagar does the same on Twitter, 
‘The message includes a photo of Hagar and Ed 
‘onstage together. Ed seems genuinely surprised. 
He decides to respond, knowing, he says, ill 
“stir up some sh 

Ed i right — he stirs up shit. He thanks Hagar 
forthe wishes on Twitter and, almost immediate 
ly, sends the blogosphere into a tizzy. Everyone 
everywhere with even a passing interest in Van. 
Hilen begins conjecturing that Hagar is back in 
the band. Hagar himself is shocked Ed responds, 
to the message, and goes as far as reaching out 
tothe Van Halen camp to confirm it's really him 
‘who responded, Ed tells me later, 

“Months later, rumors ofan impending reunion, 
‘with Hagar persist. On Oct. 13, five months ater 
we'd begun our correspondence, I tell Ed it's, 
Hagar's birthday, but that if he wishes him a 
hhappy one on Twitter everyone will assume the 

“T guess I won't be tent!” he responds 


opens, Roth and 
Hagar swap every 
other song, and 
we squeeze Mike 
n somewhere!! 
tranger things 
have happened!!” 


dard, and i always makes me 
Teel good. Buddy. But not this 
time, Instead, he tells me, “I 
have lung cancer” Is stage 3 
Feeling fin, I reread it, jutro 
make sure 

In October 2017, Ed begins 
‘what wil be frequent trips to 
Europe fo treatments not ava 
able in the States. No one, other 
than Mm assuming family and 
clase friends, knows wish him 
‘well, wanting so bad to hear, 
‘once again, that it was al big 
mistake. He gives me impossibly thorough up- 
ates, using terminology ned my wife, a phys 
clan sistant, to dumb dwn foe me. And off he 
snes to Germany and Switzerland to make him- 
Sf a guinea pig in a desperate attempt ta peo 
Jong his life. One procedure, he says, “elt ike 
two hands digaing 2 44-magnum bullet out of 
any chest” 

"try my hardest to keep things light, never 
Anowing how or it should even address his 
health. I's not always about Roth or Hagar or 
that infamous toureider demand that peobibted 
promoters from including any brown M&M's 
In backstage bowls of the candy during 1982's 
slobal Hide Your Sheep Tours (“They would 
sctually hire a busch of ladies with hr nets 
and slovesfTreove them) Ed texts me “It 
‘vas a prety funny sight ~ lke a small assem 
byline") 

Often, i's just small talk. dl binge-watched 
House of Card before me, in June 2017, nd the 
next yea, return the favor. "Ae thete new epi- 
sovdes without whats his name?" heasks, refer 
encingdigraced star Kevin Spacey. 


Another time I'm sitting out back on a hot 
summer day when 1 get a reminder from Face 
book thar’ it been exactly three years since Ed 
and I met in Tinley Park. I text him a photo of 
him and Wolf rom the show. It makes me won- 
der what he looks like row, so Task if he uses & 
VIP entrance to avoid getting recognived at any 
ofthe myriad hospitals he frequents 

“People really don't recognize me like in the 
°80s or '905," he responds, “They might look, 
at me like it might be me and sometimes they 
ask.” Other times he hears them say a they walk 
away, "Fuck, that was Eddie Van Halenll™ 


N DECEMHER 2018, Roth does an inter 
view with Vulture in which he more than 
hints at a Van Halen summer reunion 
tour featuring the orignal classic lineup 
(60, Anthony instead of Wolf), He speci: 
ically mentions Yankee Stadium as tour 

stop, as well as a bunch of bands that may join 

Van Halen at the Bronx show, including Metal: 

Foo Fighters, and Guns N’ Roses. My gut 
feelingis isthe type of overwrought rumor typ: 
ically started by some bored Reddit troll. Ed 
never said.a thing to me about this, and he's in 
ro condition to perform. Quickly, Ed ends the 
speculation ~ atleast on my end. Roth, he says, 
has recklessly jumped the gun. 

told [Roth] it ain't happening il I'm healthy 
enought to make through a show!" he texts me. 
“That is not now!” 


{can only imagine the crossfire of emotions. 
As f Ed didn't have enough on his plate already, 
how he needs damage control and a muzale for 
Roth on top of clean bill of health None ofthat 
is forthcoming. Ed is just barely hanging on 

“feel like shit” he tells me, "Low hemogl: 
bin and jet lag! Nota good combo!" 

No matter how bad things get, though, Ed 
never seems to ase hope. i's humbling to see 
someone so close to the finish line behave like 
they're still tthe starting gate. A couple of years 
agp, before the eancer came back, he'd told me 
that his number-one priority was for “Wolf on: 
Ish is solo] record,” adding, “Everything else Is 
secondary!” I'd shrugged it of. But now here he 
is fall, tattered, his scissorkicking days done 
and he's raring too, 

He tells me film composer Hans Zimmer just 
asked him to do the theme song to Top Gun: 
“Maverick. Keanu Reeves wants him to do some- 
thing for one of his John Wick films, and his 
friend, Bryan Adams, wants to collaborate, t00 

For me, this is fucking exciting times,” Ed 
texts me on Sept. 22, 2019. “It ain't the end of 
anything — i'sa whole new beginning!" 

Meantsile, Roth violates the band's omerta 
‘once again — and publicly alludes to Ed's health 
situation. That same month, he does an inter 
view to support an upcoming Las Vegas residen: 
cy. Init, Roth says, “I'm the face of Van Halen 
from this point on, most likely. 'm not sure 
what's happening with Ed, but he's probably 
not gonna answer the bell this time 

‘The next month Roth ups the ante and tells 
another interviewer Van Halen i, for all intents 
and purposes, finished. “Van Halen is NEVER 
finish{ed}t” Ed tells me in response. “He is and 
\was finished A LONG TIME AGO!” 


Perhaps the biggest reveal is that Ed is atleast 
considering tour featuring Roth, Anthony, and 

wal fr ft — Hagar 

“Maybe we ean catch it in time, befofe both 
wack jobs lose it Completely and gee the whole 
shebang up there," he tellsime, “Wolf opens, 
Roth and Hagar swap every other song, and 
‘we squeeze Mike in Somewhere! I just don’t, 
think As gonna go fr it But you never know 
stranger things have happened!" 


18 MARCH 2020, Covid hits and the world is in 
lockdown. With too much time on my hands, 
wonder more and more about how Eul's doing. 
I try to text him at least every couple of weeks, 
and let the seconds between send and response 
feat away at me 

“Doing OK buddy, you?2" he responds on 
March 5, 2020, He sends mea jokey viral video 
(ofa street dealer selling toilet paper as iit were 


contraband. I respond with an “LOL,” but there 
ae no laughs left in me. 1 just can’t help but 
think Ed may not be around to see the end of 
the pandemic 

1 consider calling him, but that just feels too 
intimate. So [text him and tel him that when he 
returns to form i ll “make the comeback all the 
more impressive. 

“Hoping so!” he weil back, 

The days drag on. Ed Is becoming les and less 
available. Often texts go unanswered or are met 
‘with brief responses and sometimes only email 

ts not ike him. 

There was atime when his texts were so long 
that Fd simply skim them. There were times 
when I had to cut him offand tell him I was 
headed for bed. Now Ta do anything for one of 


those unwieldy missives of him ragging on Roth 
or shit, just chatting about our dogs. 

in Jul, he tells me he's in the hospital for a 
back operation, 'm thrilled to hear this, thinking 
‘no man on his as legs would endure this kind of 
procedure, On Aug. 11, 2020, we exchange texts, 
ot knowing it would be for the final time. 

“Hope the back operation went OK," say 

Four hours later, he responds. "Excellent! It 
was hell but ma new guyl!" 

Phew. 

Two months later, I's early afternoon on an 
mnseasonably warm and sunny fall day, which 
F'm staring at from my office window. Work is 
picking up, but it's nowhere near what it was 

1d mm nowhere near where 1 was, either, The 
pandemic is taking a mental toll, Pm scrolling 
through Facebook and I see a post that’s vague, 
but seems to indicate something about Eddie 
Van Halen, As fast as I ean, {go to TMZ, The 


headline hits me ike a freight train: “Eddie Van 
Halen Dead at 65 From Cancer” 

I cant even read beyond those eight words. I 
close the door to my offce, collapse on the love 
seat that only the dogs use, bury my hands in my 
face, and cry, 

{ve lost my childhood hero and a gentle soul 
Team calla friend, 


'A PEW MONTHS BEFORE Bad was told the cancer 
‘was back, he was helping care for an aging mem 
ber of his wite Jane's family It was a tremen- 
ddously stressful time. Ed knew even the most 
Herculean efforts wouldn’t heal him, And he 
could easily imagine the roles reversed. "When 
| gay he told me, “I hope I go quick! 1 don't 
wannabeaburden on anyone!” [Cont. on 1351 
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Vents 


Abig-game 
hunter with 
a license to kill, 
Allegations of 
infidelity, fraud, 
and murder. Did 
this small-town 
celebrity shoot 
his wife on safari? 
Or was he just 
living the rage-to- 
riches American 
nightmare? 


(DE 
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ee 
\ 
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‘TRUE CRIME ON SAFARI 


TO CATCH A LEOPARD, 


a) 


PEE TROPRY-AUNEER 


LURE THE BG Gar with wild dogs. With hedge 
hhogs, With a yanishing species of anc 
bait. Slaughter southern impala, bam, 
inthe Mutondo trees, then wait. Ifyou are care 
ful and you are quiet, the camoutla 

will leap up and succumb to the rill, Experi 


enced game scout, thou 


h, recommend keep: 
ing shotgun in the truck; once that at is down, 
you'd best finish her off, before she runs away: 
(Over the course of a fortnight inthe early at 
tumn of 2016, Bianca Rudolph pulled the tig 
ger om all tha bait and still managed to execu 
a zebra. Alas, no leopard. The Zambian gov 
‘ernment fa lifted its ban on leopard and lion 


stalking for a full season, so that rich tourists 
like Bianca and her husband, Larry, could free 


ly bring their arsenals from the MeMansions of 
America to Africa. Back in western Pennsyv 

hla, he was a dentist worth at least $5 millon 
from hocking pain-free toath work on TV; she 
was a decent sh 


and a dedicated wife ~ mar 


was hard work, Bianca expressed to friends 
around the time ofthe tip, butshe would give 
up on it. Qut here among the tsetse fies, some 
80 miles From the nearest town, their love could 
ced to 
Tina Turner singing "You're simply the best” on 
a Bluetooth speaker, loud enough to stir a Hon. 


Larry and one of the couple's two sala! ides 
ssked Bianca if she'd like to stay out herein the 


national parka few ext 
‘Don’t even think about it, boys," Bianca re 
sponded, aecording to later testimony. She and 


Larry were due back in the 
ow’s wedding on Saturd 
spending time with Ital 
grown kids. The hunting party initiated protocol 
tounload their guns, then rumbled back to 
‘The Rudolphs would pack for Lusaka at dawn, 
By around § aum., the coffee had arrived and 
the baggnge attendant had visited the master 
suite, a haute log cabin lean-to with a view, Larry 
and Bianca weren't ready, not yet, The guides 
in the dining hall, 


tates for her neph: 
Jay, She looked forward to 


charged thei satel 
as first ight brushed upon the banks ofthe Kafue 
River. They were nearly finished logaing the vt 


MATT SULLIVAN wor a 2022 New York Press Club 


award for his story about anti-vaxers inthe NBA. 


cation’s tally of carcasses when they heard, from 
Inside the cabin, a shotgun blast. 


next to the bathroom, A hole, between six and 
«eight centimeters wide, had macerated her black 
Tshirt, her bra, the left side of her heart Larry 

amped over Bianca, blood staining the floor 
beneath her wedding ring and watch, 
has committed suicide," he cried out, recalls the 
cer Kakoma, wh 


me scout named Spen 
ort him, But he 
Someone fetched the medi 


tried to com 


al Kit, It was too la 
my children? 


What am I going t0 tell 


The scout now claims, according to court ts 
timony and an interview with ROLLING STONE 
that Larry indicated he wanted to throw him 
olf in the river. He says that Larry claimed he'd 


heard the shot from the shower. But the 
remembers seeing that the dentist's shoes were 


‘on, That his body was dry. Larry weat on to tel 


the other guide, his longtime hunting mate Mark 
Swanepoel, that he'd been stuck in the bath 
room with what was described as “the shits" On 
their drive to notify the authorities, Larry and 
Swanepoel allegedly discussed theories about 
how maybe Bianca's death wasn’t a suicide at 


all: how her fingernails could have picked at 
the trigger while racking up the gun, Or how its 
Teather case fit tao tightly to zip, perhaps fore 


ing Bianca to slam the butt end of a rare and 
mistakenly loaded Browning Auto-S smack-daby 


‘onto the loo, the muzzle facing square and tight 

sist her Iu 
Tewas, Larry 
The local cops agreed and, after accompanying 


jon declared, a tragic acident. 


Larry and the corpse to Lusaka, returned his 
They aren't exactly CSf 
former U.S. ambassad 


weapon. ami,” ay 
Dan F 


‘An Intelligence officer from the wildlife au 


horities arrived on the scene and later shared 
his observations with fellow investigators: The 
0 him for selfinfiction, 
The police had not collected fingerprints, And 
this American in the golf shirt, his tears dried 
fast, Linder the officer's questioning, he says, Dr 
Rudol 
the 


barrel seemed too long 


h, a renowned hunter, would not explain 
peration of his own shotgun. What kind of 


2 husband, the agent asked himself, forgets his 
‘whereabouts when his wife of 34 years takes a 
bullet? What kind of # man was the American 
millionaire? 

in his eyes, I couldn’t see that softness in 
him? says the officer, Musuwa Musese, On the 
phone from Lusaka, he recalls an instant su 
picion: “I could see something in him, and 1 


‘doubted that look, This was no accident 


A DECADE EARLIER, Larry Rudolph had made 
another trip to the same remote camp in Zam: 
bia, dangerous trip, perhaps, Hard wo tel, real 
ly, between myth and truth, in what some 
ple from his orbit call Larryworld. Rut the legend 
Larr 

sins with a restless safari sunrise. One morning 

detober 2006 


would recount, to anyone who'd listen, be 


Larry grabbed his rifle and 


‘downstream on the banks 


where the crocodiles roam. 
fishin, 


1 was bringing the 

‘When | 
reached for it, a crocodile came out and grabbed 
‘me and pulled me in, rolled me over” The river, 


Larry would say in a deposition 


the story goes, exploded, 
And that, Larry claims, is how a mighty snark 

reptile bit of his thumb, 

Or at least the chunk by the na 

allegedly said that the croc 

later referred to ita an alligator ~ chomped on 

hisjeansand pulled him back in the water. Larry 

sald he escaped onto a rock and fired his gun for 

help, A medevac pilot showed up, but couldnt 

‘ake off until Larry le is guide 


before he 
Larry’ attorneys 


ke photographs 


of the severed finger. He had cuts on is leg and 
‘damaged palm, but the rest of him made It out, 
of Africa unscathed. According to allegations in 
a later legal filing, Larry seemed “quite relaxed’ 
for having survived a crocodile attack: is jeans 
appeared damp, not soaked, 

‘A dozen of Larry's former close friends and 
senior colleagues tell ROLLING STONE they be 


lieve, naw as then, that he'd been laying track or 
a payday — that he'd blown his own finger away: 
Upon Larry's return to the U.S., fellow hunt 
erand arbitration lawyer named Ron Arendt re 
members Larry asking him whether he should 
claim disability. The lawyer says he wondered 
Why a healthy styearold would have taken out 
‘multiple private‘nsurance policies, or why he'd 
particularly need the tip of a thumb on his non 
dominant left hand to hold a mouth mirror. 

He said, ‘Tm a frickin’ dentist, OK? I can’t 
fuckin’ use it anymore, OK?"* recalls Arendt. 

And I'm making this claim, 

Larry later said the problem was nerve damage 
and lasting numbness. Top insurers would inves 
tigate, but it was cost prohibitive to visit bigecat 
country: Larry Would collect at last $3.5 million 
inthe years to come, a legal filing indicates. His 
attorneys, who declined to answer detailed lists 
of questions for this story, have argued that Lar 
+2006 hunting guide recently changed his pre 
viously sworn-to version of events and that they 

‘have so much evidence to show that that wi 


a Tegtdmate, real alligator attack on his thumb." 

But shadows of doubt hover over Dr Rudolph 
like a canopy above the savanna, “I thought, all 
slong, the thumb wasa fraud,” Arend says. “And 
he was always misrepresenting his hunting ex 
perience to turn these delusions of grandeur 
Into political power and money. He isan amoral 
snake-il salesman: 

‘A fourmonth ROLLING STONE investigation 
more than 75 interviews, plusa review of thou 
sands of pages of court documents, internal f 


ances, and police files ~ reveals a portrait of 
the dentist asa conniving and duplicitous man of 
‘our time. Over decades, he has indulged brushes 
with fame, fortune ~ and, prosecutors now si, 
Fraudulent behavior, culminating inthe death of 
his wife and the rebirth of luxurious double life 
with an alleged partner in crime. One of many 
employees he had fired aver the yearsiikens 
Lary to Breaking Bad's Walter Whiteand one of 
several women who claim Larry propositioned: 
them on the job says his smooth tal, reminded 
her of Ted Bundy, without the serial killing. One 
politcal operative from a battalion of enemies 
calls Larry *a wannabe Wayne LaPierre for the 
clout, with the narcissism of Donal Teuap.” 
Lawrence Patrick Rudolpit learned to hunt 
from his father as a boy in smallstown trwin, 
Pennsylvania. He shot a deer with a bow and: 
arrow on a road trip with his friend at I Lary 
was handsome ~ eagle's nose, sculpted cheeks, 
‘and he came on strong at the 
University of Pitsburgh’s dental school: After 
getting rejected by one undergrad, he moved 
fn to a wellto-do 22-year-old named Bianca 
Finizio. They married in 1982. He opened a solo 
practice in the early 1980s but decided to em 


brace “the economies of scale” with a one-stop 
shop, Patients who were afraid of dentists could 
knock out multiple procedures at once, all while 
Inocked out by anesthesta, and stil make ithome 
for dinner. “That,” he later sald, "was my model 
By 2007, Larry was clearing nearly $30,000 2 
‘month in disability, a court paper alleges. Despite 
being prevented from practicing dentistry on 
account of the thumb, he made himself what he 
called “a minature COO” of a fledgling chain, 
the Total Dentistry, in multiple locations across 
greater Pittsburgh. He paid we 
Job interviews atsemi-expensive restaurants with 
his very expensive wife patients and colleagues 
marveled at Bianca's furs and auburn hai, at her 
seermingly blind devotion to Larry. She pitched in 
at the ollie with insurance claims or paychecks 
and, once the startup took off, worked as full 
time mom to the eouple’s two young ebildren, 


ind conducted 


‘wrote, and he wanted nonprofessional conduct, 
reported directly to him for “remedial action, 

Lamy’s partners, finding litle use fora bells: 
ferent exdentist attempted to force him out. He 
sued for damages and defamation, but they con: 
fronted him at his lawyers’ office, ewo people 
familiar with the situation recall, A lot of cash 
hhad been moved around, they claimed ~ or gone 
missing. One of the partners, Dr. Tim Runco, 
says they gave Larry an ultimatum: "Wall away 
‘or we're gonna press charges." Larry denied the 
embezzlement accusation, kicked them out of 
the room, and they soon setled, 


‘wan the 
Plz of wophy hunting 
that required big-game 


(@) | =O) Ie) 
BATTALION O 


alr. Literally: Two former coll 
having chucked a small, tooth-shaped mirror so 
Thurdacross the lent of hallway that iestuck in 
wall, and stayed there for days. A senior staffer 
says Larry threw a syringe like instrument at her, 
and other employees allege that would become a 
pattern; his attorneys have said no official com: 
plaintofsuch behavior was ever filed, Ata meet: 
fg in late 2007, Larry chewed out employees 
for what his legal team at the time called “dis: 
‘may at the declining professional standards” of 
Total Dentistry's branch in suburban Green Tree. 
He asked for patient records to provide his own 


diagnoses and treatment plans, Larry's lawyers 


TIVE FROM A 
CALLS LARRY 
\PIERRE, V 


ONALD TRUN 


But Larry did not just walk away. He prepared 
tolaunch an empire of his own: Three Rivers Den: 
tal Group, with the first location 500 feet from his 
rivals, “He's vinditive and vengeful” Runco says, 
‘But he’s a charmer, and he's a good business 
man." Larry and Bianca pumped thelr wealth into 
travel, with and without each other, and bought 
up real estate in Arizona, where their daughter, 
Anabianca, was taking college classes, In 201, 
acconing to property records, the Rudolphs se 
‘cured what Larry called a deal for $1.7 million 
fn a 7,000 square-foot mansion outside Scotts 
dale, bigeven for an enclave with spreads for Alt 
cia Keys, Stevie Nicks, and the retired chairman 
‘of Walmart. The town was called Paradise Valley 


TRUE CRIME ON SAFARI 


ELEVEN HOURS after Bianca's death on Tues 
day, Oct, 1, 2016, Larry called the US, embas 
sy in Lusaka, according to a summary from 
the authorities, and asked how to cremate his 
Wife, The diplomat on the other end of the line 
began to feel uncomfortable that police work 


and postmortem were moving so quickly, he 
‘would tll investigators, so two days later he trav 
eled to a funeral home and photographed the 
cadaver himself. Larry rang him up, “livid” over 
aun invasion of privacy, the diplomat would re 
cout. But the diplomat had been a longtime 


The 
expanded ad 


ocToR FEELGOOD Rudolph 
made a fortune afeting dents 
Snesthosa, Hs practice's motto 


her saying, Ana's younger brother, Julian, hadn't 
been able to find their parents either: 

By all accounts, Ana worshipped her fa 
ther, After receiving her dental license in 2015, 
she joined the family business, and employees 
watehed as Larry helped her complete proce: 
dures when he'd fly back from Arizona, It had 
taken a week for Ana to find out about her moth: 
er's demise, according to the close colleague, 
who says Larry was slippery on details. The 
colleague also says Ana told her that she asked 
around why anyone would put a Catholic in an 
urn without a proper mass, or at least a good 
bye. tr was in the wil, Larrys lawyers have since 
suggested. 

His datighter was inclined to believe him, 
friends acknowledge, because they say she was 
inclined to believe nearly anything he told I 

espectally when it came to a former dental 
hygienist named Lori Million, who'd become 
her fathers sidekick and maybe more than that 
Maybe a lot more. Soon after Ana began work 


ing at her father’s practice, co-workers remem: 


) 


AY, LIKE HE 
SPORT AT FIRST, THEN, A 
AINOR CELEBRITY, A‘ 


Marine, and he came to inform the investiga 
tors that the entrance wound on Bianca's body 
rade him believe she hadn't been shot at such 
close range 
(On Friday morning, waiting with Larry for pa 
perwork at the crematorium, the diplomat of 
fered to tell Larry's kids the bad news, Larry 
preferred to let them know in person. But the 
diplomat told investigators that he pushed and 
though Larry's attorneys have dented this re 
counting — that the widower shooed him away 
claiming they were his children from a previous 
marriage he never had, 
Hours later in Pittsburgh, a close colleague 
found 30-yearold Anabianca pacing around a 
tal conference ina panic: "My mom's not an 
swering her phone,” the colleague remembers 


LARRY FOOLED AROUND, FORMER FRIENDS 


S HE BEC; 


APO 


WER TRIP. 


ber her asking why Lort was always shadowing 
her dad into the back office, Earlier in 2016, the 
close colleague recalls leting slip that Larry and 
Lori had vacationed together in Cabo San Luca, 
Mexico, and Ana refusing to believe her. The col 
Teague says that Ana told her she finallyasked her 
father, straight up, if he'd been having 3 relation- 
hip with Lori ~ and that Larry said no. 

Larry bought Lori Miliron a flight from Pits: 
burgh to Phoenix on or about the day ofthe fu 
era an afidavt alleges, but the reservation was 
immediately canceled. The next day, the former 
dental hygienist got her tleket ro Paradise Val 
Jey afterall. Larry and Lori weren't looking over 
their shoulders, not yet. So the longtime lov 
es sat therein a relative silence, watching their 
man, Donald Trump, win the lection. 


ARKY FOOLED AROUND, longtime former 
friends and co-workers say, lke he hunted 
big game: for sport at ist, and, as he be- 
‘came a minor celebrity in the incestuous 

world ofthe gun, as a power trip. One senior cok 

league from the 1990s remembers asking why he 

\was unfaithful to his wife and Larry responding 

that it was as fun asthe rollercoaster over atthe 

Kennywood theme park. When they asked how 

Larry would feel iF Bianca was fooling around on 

1m, too, the colleague recalls him laughing it of 

By the early 2000s, according to two family 
fiends and an allegation in a court transcrip, 

Larry told them that Bianca had confronted him 

she was thinking about divorce, One of the fm 
iy friends remembers a teary-eyed Larry blam 
ing his own indiscretions: “He said, I fucked 

Up. Bianca is seeing somebody else, an it's all 

sy fault Larry lost weight and begat to take 

banca out on the town, “I have to woo her, be 
cause nobody i taking half my money the other 
family fiend recalls Lary saying. There was al 

Jegedly a post nup, but Bianca chose to stay 

Former co-workers say Larry told them he 


considered histo be an open marriage because of 
Bianca's alleged dalliance. Larry was also deter: 
‘mined to win the Weatherby AWard, a so-called 
Nobel Prize of trophy hunting that required car 
asses from almost every continent ~ ethics and 
Integrity counted for 15 percent — and so he 
‘Me and 
Bianca do our awn thing” is how Lori remembers 
him explaining it away. 
she started it," Lori says, chuckling, in an 
interview with ROLLING STONE 


sought outa new traveling companion, 


‘When Lori tooka second hygienist job at Total 
Dentistry in May 2002, she was a 44-year-old 
single mom with three kids who drove some 
60 miles each way to Green Tree. Larry kept 
the alfale quiet at Total Dentistry and, after Lax 


vouched for him inthe legal battle agains his for 
mer business partners, at his own practice, She 
claims to have never met Bianca — no canfron 
tation nor office run-in, Yet from 2003 to 2008, 
Larry flew together with Lori some 60 days each 
yea from Africa to Paris to New Zealand. There 
Is another legend from around 2006, the year 
Cf the thumbs Larry and Lori had been in thee 
Ethiopian chaler after a long day on the hut 
when Larry issaid to have asked ifshe would run 
away with him, Later, Lori would ask it he was 
‘Boing fo Ieave Blanca; the story goes that Larry 
would joke about how she'd had her chance: 
"You didn't love me enough to leave 
In July 2009, having won his animab killing 
award afierasix year globe trot with his hygienist 
turned giefriend, Larry was elected president 
ff Safari Club International, an organization he 
and his wife had helped to lead locally for more 
than two decades, Safari Club is to conservation 
andl trophy hunting wht the NRA isto the per 
Jstence of the second amendment and school 


shootings, which isto say an afterschool activi 
'y for rich white men in tuxedos to extract dues 
from membership and servitude from Washing 
ton, Heretofore known in public mostly to Penn 
sylvania geriatrics watching ads on late-night 
table television or between innings of a Pirates 


szame, the strip-mall dentist set out to fly foram 
audience with the queen of American conserva 
tis herself, Sarah Palin 

Lori, a Palin fan, was impressed by Larry's 
pul ciring their selfie moment atthe governor's 
office, Lor says Palin admired her jeans, For a 
fishing fundraiser over the rest of their Alaskan 
‘weekend, the Safari Club president had signed 
up his girlfriend as an administrative assistant 
and medical aide, due to Larry's congenital heart 
condition, Th 
a 40-pound 
clals admit they gassiped about a photo from the 
trip of Lor, blond and beaming with ish in hand 


shared a cabin, and Lori hooked 
imon. But former Safari Club off 


THE AMBASSADOR 
INSURANCE AND A 


NOlUREIUNRETON INN 


For her part, Bianca helped to organize a pri 
vate gala behind the scenes at Safar Club's ancl 
convention in 201, Palin was the star ofthe show 
Onstage atthe main event, Larry introduced her 
as “one of us"; members ofthe crowd of 2,500, 
watched as he reached out for a hug, thong 

alin ducking hima witha death panel 

of Lary that tw ate 


some real 
sare. The im: 
not shake from that weekend, however, i 
president string the floor with member of 
Romanian chapter. Larry has admitted to siting 
with the woman at dinner, but denied anything 

‘wouldn't doit 


‘more happened. Larry saysin 
video he surreptitiously recorded over a meal 
‘with another club executive, seeking to clea his 
‘ame, “This isthe shit they pinned on me, 

In April 200, Larry was introduced to a 
woman by a Safari Club official and confidant 
named Paul Babaz and be 
need some attention and lots of sex’ 
can you resist hist!” When the woman 
Larry about the status of his marriage, he texted 
back chat his having two houses kept his afar 


discreet. Larry would later acknowledge having 
dinner and drinks with the woman, fllowed by 
a goodbye kiss in a parking lot. The organiza 
tion’s establishment worried about a Clinton 
esque sain onthe brand, and once the 2012 con 
vention rolled into Vegas, Bianca got word that 

and 
'a long-suffering 
wife" Bianca was insulted. She was angry, Larry 
blamed faba or the gossip, but a friend drink 
lng with them at dhe Mandalay Bay remembered 


her husband was having a long-term affair 
that Bianca had been calle 


ber insisting to Larry that if the rumors weren't 
true, then he should calm down. After multiple 
cocktails, Larry found Babaz in a hallway, asking 
why he'd messed with his marriage 

Babaz’s guest, Clint Bishop, says he ap 
proached to de-escalate the fight when he over: 
heard Larry tell Babaz he'd take a 4S pistol, 


WORRIED ABO! 
LOVE TRIANGLE, ABOUT 


BE ABLE TO Pl 


shove it up your ass, and empry the clip” Larry 
and Blanca claimed in court testimony that it 
‘was Babaz who made this “mortal threat.” but 
Babaz recalls making fun of Larry for it ~ 
have magazines, not clips. And that, he and his 
fiend ela, fs what set Larry of: I wlll your 
children," Larry told Babaz, according to Baba, 
Bishop, and allegations ina Safari Club inquiry. *1 
will kil your whole family” Larry denied saying 
this andl disputed the inquiry’ findings. In any 

and 


case, Bianca called Babuaz a fucking asshole 
walked away with her husband. 
Baba maintains that Larry and Lorl lied 


inder oath about the indent. “Everyone knew 


he moved" Lori recalls. “Him and Bianca kind of 
moved on 

Larry did pull up in his old red truck every 
now and then, mostly to drop off Lor from work. 


Larry and Lori were business associates and 
fiends without benefits, as she de 
the 


scribes it, save 
nual tip 10 
like an old married couple,” she 


occasional yacation or thelr 
‘We we 
says, cracking herself up. “We may have thought, 
about it, but we were too exhausted to do it” 
When Larry pulled up to the office in the 
fed Styrofoam cof 


fee cup spiked with Jameson, six former employ 
ees recall, and staffers got sick of his agitated 


UT A CASE BUILT ON LIFE 


"WELL, F---, IT’S KINDA LATE. ARE 


he was running around on her, and she stil stood 
by him,” he says. “Ie really sil” Ata Safari Chub 
executive meeting that May, Larry was blindsid 
ed by a public inquiry into his women, his trav 
ely and his expenses. His awards were to be taken 
away, his name erased from the recard books. 
Lary resigned that August 
the privileges of membership or ofa past presi: 
ident since that time,” Safar Club CEO W. Laird 
Hambertin tells ROLLING STONE 

With Larry's political career in tatters, he 


He has had none of 


though about becoming a Fox News contribator 
‘on animal conservation, He also took Safari Chub 
to court for defamation and breach of contract. 
Larry managed to retain his beloved Weatherby 
Award and, before scoring a win and a settle 
rent, Bianea defended him 
According to a deposition transcript, she spoke 
of the “devastating” effects of having to justify 
hher marriage to fading friends, all because Sa 
farl Club's old guard found an excuse to remove 
her husband from power over a i 
ingot. An attorney forthe orga 
nization asked ifshe thought Larry had ever had 
ial relationship with that woman ~ oF with 


Lor Millron, or anyone else, for that matter 
and Bianca, under oath, said no, It depends, she 
affale 


she said. “ve 


pushed back, on what your meaning of 
was not a long suring wife 

never been a longsuffering wife. My husband 

and I have been married for...30-some years 


Happily married 


‘ORs WAS LONELY and less than lavish inthe 
summer of 2015, living out of a three-sto 
ry condo on a culde-sac in 
Pennsylvania, at the end of Wild Turkey 

Drive, Lary subsidized her rent and helped with 

college tultlon for her daughter, but Larry and 

Bianca were spending most of their time at the 

raise Valley,“ didn't even know 


T THE PIECES TOGETHER?” 


emails at lunchtime. One afternoon that summer, 
4 contractor named Amos Damian was steriliz 
ing instruments when he remembers Larry ap- 
po Hey, do you have any cousins 
‘or amigos in Mexico that can come up here’ 
‘make somebody disappear?” Damian say-he re 
plied that he was from Las Vega, ut, No, he Was 
not familiar with any assassins. Damian 


an interview with ROLLING STONE and to inves 
tigators, that Larry asked fhe was sure, and pro- 
‘ceeded to float a $25,000 eomunission, 

Another former en-worker alleges that, when 
he refused to approve a root canal three years 
earlier, Larry had drunk-dialed him, slurring, 

‘One of these days, you're gonna walk out of 
your house, and a Nigerian's gonna shoot you in 
‘your fucking face 

Without denying the hitman-threatallega 
tions, about which a federal agent has testified, 
Larry's attomeysave argued that “having tem 
per at work or words with an employee over six 
years ago does not make one dangerous” and 
that such incidents are “hearsay complaints of 
disgruntled employees. 

Another afternodin during that long summer of 
2015, Lori threw some tools the car and picked 
upa bottle of wine. She figured she'd help a new 
office manager who'd maved fo town, Anna 

imley, put together a dresser at her rental 
nearby, Lor was good with the instructions — om 
‘that much they can ag 

According o Grimley's account, Lori proceed: 
ced to explain that she and L 
h 


original plan 
He said at one point that they 
and leave; 


i been simple: 


Grimey tells ROLLING STONE 
the cash was to just disappear. But that didn't 
happen. So that’s when the ultimatum came 
‘You have one year to get rid of her 

Lori has strongly disputed this, through 
her lawyer, an affidavit, in court [Cont. on £24), 
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MAGGIE 
ROGERS’ NEW 
FREEDOM 


A pop-music 
prodigy delivers 
her complicated 
second album 

By JONATHAN 
BERNSTEIN 


Maggie Rogers 
‘Surrender 


Jody Hewalll 


Ee 
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+} MAGGIE ROGERS 


‘everything, you want t fst,” Rogers sings 
‘on “Anywhere With You," the record's 
‘cathartc centerpiece. The narrator and 

their partner are desperate for a quick fix, 

to lee their problems and escape town, 20 
Joyriding anywhere, even 195. But Rogers 
has a response; “All ever wanted is to make 
something, fucking last” 

Rogers’ debut was a showease for her eclec 
tie, prodigious ambition; she’s someone who 
‘can command banjo strummed roots music, 
streaming friendly syntl-pop, and anthemic 
arena rock. Surrender feels less hungry to im 
press. Ir seems to reflect what the 28-year-old 
singer-songwrter is most interested in at this 
very moment, which appears to be a blend 
‘of Nineties alt-rock and turn-ofshe-century 
shopping:mall pop. A few of the endless array 
cof touchstones: “Griminal”-era Fiona Apple; 
iPod era U2; early-2000s Pink and most af 
all, Alanis Morissette, whose Jagged Littl Pll 
seems lke a primaty reference point. 

Rogers (a former aspiring music critic 
and recent divinityschoo! graduate) self 
‘consciously dabbles in several tropes that 
are often native t second albums by hyped 
artists: restlessness with semi-stardom 
(CHoney"); nostalgia fora carefree adoles 
cence ("Shatter"); anxiety about no longer 
Feeling grounded ("Symphony"), desire 
tw escape responsiblity Horses"). The 
insistence that she's a career artist here to 
stay might be the most convincing. 

t's no surprise that on an album about 
seeking escape, Rogers has turned toward 
the sounds and comforts of her youth. On 
“Be Cool," she daydreams about spending 
{ust one night listening to Britney Spears with 
‘ld pals, On the very next song, “Shatte 
she conjures Fearles-era Taylor Swift: "We're 
going back/To being 16, fying like you'll 
never collapse.” 

‘Then there’ “Begging for Rain,” on which 
Rogers channels Bonnie Rait’ version of 
John Prine’s classic song “Angel From 
Montgomery": “You work all day to find 
religion/And end up standing in your kitchen. 
Rogers sounds bit fed up and even more 
tired, as she “keep[s] waiting” on a thunder: 
storm to finally provide some respite, But if 
Maggie Rogers ell us anything on Surrender, 
Te’ tht she's in no rush fo get wherever her 
talent takes her. @ 


COUNTRY’S GROWN-UP BRO 


Luke Combs nudges Nashville clichés in the right 
direction on his third album by Maura , JOHNSTON 


ue comes wants you 
Leen 
Hea regulary He 


‘might be playing songs that 
Immediately become playlist 
staples, but those ballads and 
rockers are, he maintains, 
the same ones he'd be pay 
ing fhe were only outed 
‘with, as he eroons on the 


‘opening track of his tira 
album, Growin’ Up, “tips ina 
ja, my guitar, and an old bar 
stool” The 32-year-old North, 
CCarolinian, reigning Country 
Music Entertainer ofthe 


‘Year, stadium headliner, and 
hholder of multiple platinum 
records, is trying hard to 
not be starstruck by his own 
success. Mostly, it works, 


BREAKING 


While similar claims of 
humility rom megastars ean 
‘come off as abit far-fetched, 
the dozen songs on Growin’ 
Up bear out the jus-from: 
the-heart assertions that 
appear on the slow burning 
“Doln’ This." Combs adds, 
Just enough modern-day 
Drawn to Nashville songwit: 
ing ideals to make the 


Trueno’s Brave New Old-School Rap 


|AROENTINE RAPPER TruenDisust 20, but he's slrsady realizing his potential as one of 
Suth American hip-hop most compeling new voices, Songs ik 
Police from his excellent second album, Bien © Ma are steeped in old-school American 
Fipshop. Sling the 13 racks between two sides, “The Bad” and “The Good” Trueno raps 
about detaorshins, economic hardshins, crime 
and stand together. He says he wanted 1 turn “the ea of protesting into a eelebrato 
‘that’s exactly what he does. The result sane af the year’s sharpest breakout releases. wares Lore? 


"Hoop Hoop” and “Fuck 


nd inequality, while uring people to ise 


‘and 


an enjoyable, and a times 
moving, spin through his 
‘world of small-town bars and 
Digchearted people. 

‘On Growin’ Up, these 
classic eountry topics are 
elevated by Combs’ vocals, 
His robust, rough-edged 
tenor adds a warmth to his 
nostalgiacrenched songs, 
like the road-nottaken 
chronicle “Used to Wish 1 
‘Was; as wells the referene 
e510 the songs and artists he 
loves, like Garth Brooks and 
George Jones 

“Any Given Friday Night," 
‘which in lesser hands would 
bea runvof the mill bro 
‘country ode to small-town 
weekend bacchanalia, gets its 
power from Combs obvious 
affection for those who pre 
szame in DQ parking lots in 

pick a map dot towns)” as 
Well as grime-caked guitars 
‘that hint at the messiness 
awaiting those revelers in 
the later hours. Those rifs 
are part of Growin’ Ups sonic 
maturity its spacious pro- 
‘duction, helmed by Cornbs 
alongside co-producers Chip 
Matthews and Jonathan 
ingeton, allows guitar licks 
‘and thumping bass lines 
to tug songs in sometimes 
surprising directions. 

The Kind of Love We 
Make," a gently urgent 
‘come-on toa woman who's, 
‘been too stressed-out to let 
Joose in the bedroom, is x 
‘country revamp of mideen 
po Nineties al-adult cuts tke 
Semisonic’s "Secret: 
the rayeup “Ain't Par From 
1k° depicts one of the dates 
‘that could eventually lead 10 
those moments of committed 
Diliss, with Combs litations 
‘egged on by honky-tonk 
planos and saucy licks. 

Combs isn't reinventing 
Nashville's four-wheel clichés 
‘on Growin’ Up; he's merely 
aving ita fresh coat of wax 
and removing the more 
‘ostentatious add-ons, But is 
detai-rch songs make 
Growin’ Up a bigtime country 
album witha tpjarworthy 
Intimacy. © 
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BIGGER 
THANTHE 
NINETIES 


Two indie-pop 
artists expand 
their sounds on 
great new albums 


bedroom with her 2018 
debut, Clean, she 
leader in the Lz Phair-loving 
Nineties-ock revival. Now, 
‘on her third album, she's 
stilla master ofthat sound 
(°Shotgun” is dream-pop per 
fection). But there's more 
multifaceted angst here, too, 
‘especially on glitchy, grueling 


Pig ss. 
= 


week 


tunes like “Unholy Afton’ 
and "Darkness Forever” The 
rusieal and emotional shad 
‘ow play on the album makes 
the tind-clearing grandeur of 
rioments like “Feel tll the 
“Time” seem mare earned, 
Beatrice Las (the London 
artis who records as Beaba 
‘doobee) spends most of her 
second allunt in the sun 
shine ~ from an acoustic 
pleasantry like “Ripples” to 
the bossa-novatouched “The 
Perfect Pale” to the dappled 
Jangle of “Pictures of Us 
‘She rocks on “Talk” which 
starts out sounding like Mac 
‘chester in 1989 and turns 
into offhandedly trenchant 
power pop an Olivia Rodrigo 
fan could get dawn with: “We 
go together like the gum on 
ry shoes,” she sings to some 
poor sucker, showing she's as 
‘good with sick burns.as she is 
With plush runes. ova 
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Hercules and 
Love Affair 
InAmber wa 


TOUGH LOVE House-musie revivalist Andy 
Buta eaves smoath grooves behind for & 
bracing, at times beatiful, LP of dark at 
0p abstraction, featuring heart-ipping 
‘ocal rom bnllant avant ve ANGHN 


No POET The Naw York-based singer 
ongriter has been ling it for years ae 
{onl Mitchell or Tor Amos forthe Lower 
East Side, and this incisive, empathetic 
‘collection i mong her etongeat 


Kok Ks: 


Shires 
Take It Like a Man 


‘10. COUNTRY One of Nashville most 
died singer-songwritrs continues 19 
‘expand he fol-based sound, ming 
Radiohead style atmospherics, eventos 
op melodie, and aven a splsah of sou, 


aK: 


Tedeschi 
Trucks 


1Am the Moon 


LONG MAUL This ambitious rock band 
spreading is new 2a-song release over a 
Setos of minis, each worth your while 
‘thay make Souther-rack and clasele-ock 


tks: 


Tove Styrke 


Hard 


‘weer sweDe The fourth album from this 
Sweclsh pop singer delivers Robyn tye 
‘dance-pop confessional that can be 
Intense (Hardeors) tender (‘Show Me 
Love’), and clever Millennial Btuar) 


tons: 


070Shake 
You Can't Kill Me 


‘DEEP SHAKE Danielle Gabuena makes 
mocely RAB thats been compared 10 Pik 
Floyd (by us) Here, she srethes aut 
further, with legiae bangers that are all 
bout slomo wel decovery. 


KK 


Bebe & 


Entering Heaven Boereyerte | Aan 
Re pe ero 
‘Superorganism ‘crew Superorganism had a great hit a 
World Wide Pop fi iectonesacne | NIRS 
Misadventures aod wth oteot genteel gutarond | ACACIA 


ofa Doomscroller = 


light allenation — only the lyrics were 
as ticulate asthe melodies tnd laying, 


‘BLACK SHITTY Once 9 very cool post-punk 


black midi ‘band, Landon’s black midi take a serious 
Hellfire Fa tpecrnaohe, [Qe 


SUMMER ©. 


headphones deliver the legendary MSOx 
studio sound with enhanced call quality, 
tow latency mode, multipoint pairing 
‘and more! audio-technica.com 


poly 
Powerful sound. Portable freedom. 


ly.com/syne-20 . 
Pts CURAD Performance Series 
Ironman Antibacterial Ban 
Feature extreme hold aches 
to protect wounds and help 
tnd germs. Rugged, heavy-duty fabric 


ges 
riology 


The Art of Barbecue 


NoMAt premium, high-performs offers tk able protection in 
ultra-versatil charcoal gil &smok bold vibrant colors 
Available at 


nthe ‘Amazon | Walmart |curad.com 


IGLOO 


‘The Coolest Blast From thi 
v2.9 cooler, t's boombox I's Kool Tune 
Igloe revived ite Playmate with speak 

from 1989 by amping it up with today’s tech. 


Improve your car stereo - 
leave room for the pooch 
KIOKER, the kings of 

ou the bass your eystem 


Igloocoolers.com |sigloocoolers 


Philips Hue Play Syne Box 


Phils Hue Play HOM Syne Box: 
philips-hue.com 


ing Red 
Knotty Vines 
Knotty Vines’ millennial 
winemaker Olivia Wright 
i bringing her geeky love of 
fermentation to spur happy 
hedonism. This Cabernet 
Sauvignon offers 8 smooth, 
ich medium body with 
mocha and black charry 
flavors which pairs well 
With beach sunsets and 
backyard B69 fare. 

Just S15, 
knottywines.com 


tric Jethoards 
Surf across any body of water at upto 
5 moh with the Rainn jetboard—100% 
‘lectric and virtually silent 
radinn.com| @radinnofficial 


‘The Groomie™ BaldiePro electric head 
{face shaver features Smoathshave™ 
technolagy and a 10,000 RPM motor 
for the closest shave possible! 


10% off with coupon code 'ROLLINGIO 


Reviews Music 


‘The greatest 
rapper of his 
generation 
from mixtapes 
to masterworks 
By WILL DUKES 


HEN KENDRICK 


the world wasnt ready for 
his precocious genius. Mixing 
hard-knacks Compton senst- 
bilies with a sophisticated 
‘worldview (wich made him 
seern wiser than his 16 years), 
K.Dot blew us away with 
surgical precision, And as his 
stardom has grown, he's only 
kept upping his iconic game. 


Must- 
Haves 


eT 


good kid, 
m.A.Ad city 


This. re-endorsd landmark 
the otherworldly talents ofthe 
Blessed with a cstintively high 
pitched vocal tone — he sounds 
formative years somewhere on 
Rosecrans Avenue — Kendrick 
‘save uss brikart panoramic 
View of Sack ifn Los Ange 
lee. The humid "mA.Ad cy 
wit fe wounded reminiscences 
‘of rutin voles, ike the 
bilo ts an apt outlet or Ke. 
‘rick’ righteous rege, making 
TSO palatable forthe mal 
stream, Tiss whee Kendrick 
journey int ahigh-zharting yet 
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To Pimp a Butterfly 


Ta Pimp» Buttery isa master 
SHaper Laenovel and an 
tfuigant vibe that recall the 
meticulously erafted viscera 
ots Romare Searden ealage. 
post-ilight eras fitered 
thvough the bugged out lens 
ffs budding auteur rised on 
Uatsseminal Good Lie cafe 
Tie beauty of Kendricks art on 
ute ke “For Free? (nterlade8 
‘hate seams marios meth 
‘dology and passion. “Alright 
would define a generations 
cethng yt jytul protest: "How 
tec‘humen parable about how 
‘day and “Momma 
ingpired by Ken: 
‘els 2014 tip to 
‘South fries, lea 
‘reamy ode to 
wher ife 


DAMN. 
2017 

Kendrick’ third maior abe 
album i ke @ Coen Brothers 
fim witha darcheartes 
punchline stright out of the 
Old Testament. “Duckworth 
ieal ecclesiastical gravity, 2 
weighty allegory finding cynical 
recemption inthe thought that 
rally crummy eicumstanees 
that were sendy predestined 

— by some watchful i capri 
instant bacause of ame random 
and fortuitous encounter. The 
blatering XX Isa mournful rif 
‘on the parable of Job that also 
‘America original 
of genocide and slavery DAMN, 
‘assures us with grace and nota 
Tile gallows hurr, hat wate 
allessontaly doomed, 


Further 
Listening 


(On Section 20 — his oii 
‘debut eum an fist, 
telecast Tes Dot 
Lamar seemed to cram 
his entre worldview 
Into 16 songs that 
‘masterfully covered 
his generations 
relistion for 
tstacton and 
‘of joy in the work 
aday ind to his 
‘pen acmation 
jasoaifr tra 
hnicity” sre with 
pointed observations 


in store’ that proved he was 
Sestined tbe one of rps tue 
alktime greats. 


untitled 
unmastered 


nti unmastredt looms 
predacesca, fa Pimp a Buttery 
With t re jazeambiance and 
brainy concept heavy there 

Lamers short racing 2018 

8 toptler encapsulation of 
bstact Black coal. The opening 
tl baam, with Dat ying 
‘down a “sky i fling” revelation 
(Ocean water dried out fi 
burning mare ids cutTabers 
tle and cy eaptal tuned mele 
ft") over a thundering bass. 
ts the tone fora record that 
proves King Kendrick leftovers 
re beter than most artists 


Mr. Morale & 
the Big Steppers 
2022 

endiek th studi album 
ais iret n the five yea 
since DAMN, the enormously 
clpoted tr Morte & the Big 
Stoonoe sports a macehecia 
tile that sounds tke ahi road 
way musical Fitingly thes 
this estrack, T-minute opus of 
sal cacovery and ineropation. 
He pulls no punches, addres 
ing’s wane family members 
hromephabis—on the maleate 
‘Auntie Diaries” which i one of 
hha most personal and heartfelt 
songs, AW Cry Taper" 
Ss trutally honest and sometimes 
‘wm ater misogyny 


thrit 


Mul i 


Y.H.N.LC, Hub 
City Threat: 

Minor of the Year 

2003 

Kendle hit the seene in 2003 
with his inaugural mitape, 
boasting a polished flow that 
folterpecialy authentic during 
an eratypiied by generic fee 
tye. Intro (Have Song) 
Kot ello Dol 
Sn the Rodney King ote aa 
Confident cadence that makes 
him sound worldleand wiser 
than his adolescent peers. It was 
already evident tat Kenrick 
wos the future, 


Training Day 
2005 


(hn Taining Day, Lama, at only 
ge 1, sounds asthe already 
putin his 1.000 haurs. On “One 
Shot Kil he effortlessly floats 
Over instrumentals — with ithe, 
haisrigger flow — whose swt 
BPtts are not even remote in 
the wheelhouse of his conte 
porariee.On “Good Morning 
checks Snoop end Tupac, while 
bragging that hes tha West 


FURTHER READING 


Promise That You 
Will Sing About Me 
By Miles 

Marshall Lewis 

‘Veteran journalist Miles Mare 
shall Lewis explores Lamar 
Fie rom his humble origins 
‘on the ealy-sughtsmistape 
‘tnd tap luminary and 
Pulitzer Pras wine. ess 
roiled Lamar during his 
‘tin eats and cure 
‘editor fr bony, and each 
‘chapter is informed by 
Lewis expen anaes 

‘and engrossing per 

‘sonal anecdotes 


The future Good 

i toame up wth Black Hippy 
day Rock for his third mintape — 
ibtmming wih wicked Reostyles 
‘ver beats ram timeless NYC 
Staples. On “The Show Kena 
asus confesses he wants 
sian” Go figure: Het son be 
renrced a hip-hop royay 


Kendrick Lamar EP 
2009 

With sul stateoheat 
production this bie projact 
flaunted a mix of highvertional 
affirmations and sober stiaet, 
Chronicles summed up ina 

Tine onthe worlaly Wanna 

Be Heard on which Kendrick 
boasts “Ta class cut to 
(Common an Guce! Mane” And 
pays tibute tan incarcerated 


No Sleep Til NYC 
2007 

"No Slegp TH NYCIs a fun and ie 
ically donee homage to hip-hore 
golden era soidffing Kenai’. 
bona fides ata legit student of 


ca 

2008 

With a co-sign from Lil Vay, 
Kendrick dropped thi mitape 
files with re vraee over the 
instromentals rom Waynes Tha 


Carter tl, On “Best 
Rapper Under 28° Ken 
Fick spits, "Tell my momma don't 
‘3 gunner/They found my corpse 
Sth 3 rappers head in my stm 
ach: Meanwhile on “Mr, Carter 
2° heaters to hime asthe 
‘God MIC" making it clear tat, 
with C4 he was ready to blow. 


Overly Dedicated 
2010 
Kendrick pivoted toward the 


‘mainstream with Overly Oeccat 
fd, his most impressive mitape 
before his worlconquering 
breakout. “ROTC: (intrude) 
isa crystalline confessional tht 
‘rims with ig, aware-winning, 
Indie fick oneray. And there 
hasn't been a mare populist ode 
fa being left of canter than the 
tela, Schoolboy G-asisted 
‘Micha Jordan 


Killer Kenny 


More gems from Lamar’ 
stellar carcer 


SNE 
INTERLUD! 
Drake fet. Kendrick Lamar, 
20n 

‘On “Buried Alive Interlude 8 
breskout moment on Dake’ 
blockbuster Tate Care, Kendrick 
Seta such a haunting portrait 
Df fre, rake letk Dot have t 
slltohimset 


“NOSETALOIA” 
Pusha r 

2013 
The ange in Kendrick’ tone 
lon this blistering banger tls a 
harrowing story about the havoc 
the crack ora wreaked, 


Kendrick Lamar, 


“FREEDOM” 


Beyonce feat. Kendrick Lamar, 
2016 

Kendrick made Beyonce's lea 
for equality an even mare urgent 
anther, bottling everyone's 
fury over the seemingly endless 
spate of police lings of un 
farmed Alnoan Americans 


“CONRAD TOKYO" 
2 Tribe Call Quest fat 
Kendrick Lamar, 2018, 

2 Trib Called Quest farewell 
slum, Me Got From Hore 
Thank Yau 4 Your Service, fis 


ven more competing thanks 19 
' iery Kendrick verse about the 
Soom filed Trump years. 


‘rth chil SA single, 
Kenny vet» whole exegesis 
‘9 pussy power, om the en 
lightened males perspective, 


a 

Vince Staples feat. Kendrick 
Lamar, 2017 

Kendrick shows up on this 
Sleeper with aquickfre verse 
that demonstrates he's prepared 
‘pop 'lthe wrist pop 


ome 
RRapsody feat. Kendrick Lamar 
‘and Lance Skiatker, 2017 
Hamnessing goalie intensity 
Kendrick anointed Rapeody's 
the cosmos addressing univer: 
sal law an celebrity culture 


pa 

‘Anderson Poak eat Kendrick 
amar, 2018 

(On this gtoovy,toad-movie 
‘esque engl, K.Dot hols court 
vith some breezy couplets 

that place him firm in the 


“ALLTHE STARS” 
Kendrick tamar and 82a, 2018, 
(On this it from the Kendrick 
produced Black Panther 
Soundtrack, he spits an ethereal 
verse about the doves of 
fame, demanstrating why he 
‘continues ta wear th crow, 


“LOOK ovER YOUR 
SHOULDER” 

‘Busta Rhymes feat. Kendrick 
Lamar, 2020, 

Verbal gymnastics sound as 
catchy as Tin Pan Alley staple 
fon Rendle showstopping 
‘ores from ths Busts Rhymes 


“FAMILY TIES’ 
Baby Keom and Kendrick 
Lamar, 2021 

‘Onis cousin Baby Keem's 
braesy uptempo ht Kendrick 
supplies some unforgettable 
couplets — about avoiding 
‘he pandemic — that lor He 
‘uummphent fight musi 


Heavy tes 
Athecrown 
(amar in2017 


July-August 2022 | Roling stone | 123 


Is Netflix Still Worth a Damn? 


‘The streaming giant used 
to bea viewer's best friend. 
Now, it seems content to 
give us the finger 

By ALAN SEPINWALL 


NETFLIX WASN'T the only streaming 
video service of the 2010s it often felt 
asifit was, had a remarkable library 
of classic TV shows that at one point 

included The Office, Friends, and Lost, 1 name 

2 few. Beginning in 2013 with House of Cards 

and Orange is the New Black, and continuing 

through Daredevil, Stranger Things, and more, 
it had a wave of original series that viewers 

‘coulda’ tstop talking about, And its method 

of releasing every episode of a new season 


at once transformed the very way we al 
‘consumed and talked about television, While 
‘other streamers lke Hulu and Amazon Prime 
Video struggled to keep up, Nets just kept 
spending, apparently determined to destroy 
as much ofthe competition as possible while 


convincing viewers they would never need 
another source for TV and movies. 

The plan worked ~ sort of. The volume 
of Netfix’s output encouraged millions of 


‘consumers to cut the cable cord and stick with 
aa handful of streamers, burning traditional 
‘broadcast and cable ratings almost dawn 
toash, But where Netflix should feel tum 
phantas the 10th anniversary ofthe Cards 
premiere approaches next year, instead its 
playing defense. Sure its subscriber base stil 
vastly outnumbers any ofits competitors, but 
isa tech company whose business model 
is predicated on constant growth, and that 
srowth of late has slowed toa craw. In some 
markets, i's even gone dawn, which has sent 
the value of Netflix’ stock plummeting. (The 
price dropped 35 percent on one day alone 
in mid-April) The service that once prided 


itself on providing a clean, ad-free alternative 
to traditional television is now planning a 
lowerpriced, ad-supported subseription tier 
later this year to stop the bleeding. 

How did a company that once wiped Block 
buster off the map with its maverick ingenuity 


‘become another potential business school 
‘cautionary tale? IPs the shows, stupid, 

While Netix had a huge head start on the 
competition, the rest ofthe industry was not 
blind to what was happening throughout the 
2010s. Every other conglomerate quickly un 
‘derstood both that streaming was the future 
and that they had to beef up their own digital 
platforms right away. As Netflix’s library deal 
lapsed, those titles went back home: Friends 
10 HBO Max, The Office to Peacock, and 50 on. 

And i Netflix’ competitors couldnt com 
pete in quantity of original programming, they 
‘ould in quality. Netix has made a few mas: 


terpleces aver the past decade ~ see our lst 
at right - but for the most part, its executives 
seemed to aim for shows that were just good 
‘enough, The suits trusted that the superior 
caliber oftheir user interface, the power of 
their recommendation algorithm, and ah 
emphasis on serialization and cliffhangers 
would make people want to keep watching 
more and more Netflix, no matter what 


‘But that approach has proved to be unsus 
tainable now that customers have so many 


|LWUSTRATION BY Matt Harrison Clough 


other options. Netix finally won a couple of 
‘major Emmys last year, for The Grow and 
‘The Queen's Gambit, and stil manages the 

‘od breakout hit, like Bridgerton or Squid 
Game, More often than not, though, the shows 
people are talking about these days come from 
hon Netix sources, like The Mandalorian on, 
Disneys, Ted Lasso on Apple TVs, oF The Plight 
Attendant on HBO Max. 

Not coincidentally all of those shows are 
either released on a traditional one-episode- 
per-week schedule or some kind of hybrid 
‘model that’s still well short of Net's 
binge-telease approach. Where binges once 
felt exciting, there's now so much television 
that Itcan fe! like homework to have an 
entire season dumped on you on a Friday, The 
binge model has also encouraged the worst in 
stinets in many Netlixereators, who too often, 
refer to their shows as “a 10-hour movie: This, 
is meant to sound prestigious, but it mostly 
turns season into an amorphous bag of plot 
‘with an inescapable sense that things have 
been dragging on for much too long. 

Netflix’ early image was asa friend to the 
Viewer, rescuing shows canceled by other 
networks. It seemed to have an unspoken 
agreement with audiences that series would 
be allowed to run as long as creators wanted ~ 
of at least, that creators would be given ample 
warning if they had to write a finale. Those 
days are long gone. Now, the Netflix algorithm 
has determined that all bt the most popular 
shows are better off ending within two to 
three seasons, because viewers would rather 
have constantly new viewing options than 
keep watching the favorites for years on end. 
{nd in many cases, shows lke the charming, 
‘women’s proswrestling dramedy GLOW have 
been abruptly canceled without any kind of 
storytelling closure for their audiences. 

‘big part of the problem is that so many 
‘Netflix originals lately seem to have been 
developed solely to satisfy the “ifyou liked 
that, you'l enjoy this” aspect of the algorithm, 
and come across as pale imitations ofthe real 
thing. Ozark clearly scratched an itch for view 
ers who missed Breaking Bad, Justified, and the 
like, but even its fans seemed more excited for 
the type of show it was than for Ozark itself. 

Allalong, there's been a complacent and 
at times arrogant atid at Netflix that its 
way i the only way its algorithm is smarter 
than the most astute TV veterans, and anyone 
suggesting otherwise is just living in the past. 
That same posture has been palpable in recent 
Netix PR disasters lke its steadfast defense 
of Dave Chappelle's antl trans rhetoric in his 
Netflix specials, and inthe company’s agares 
sive but so fa largely unsuccessful pursuit of 
Academy Awards for its movie division. 

For all the talk over the years by Netlis 
execs about the ways they are transforming 
the television industry, the core idea remains 
the same as it was in the days of! Love Lucy: 
“Make shows that people really want to watch. 
With its tentacles reaching in so many direc: 
tions, Netflix hasn’t been doing enough of that 
for quite a while. Whether It can find its way 
back othe future remains to be seen. © 


Butterfield 
knowledge 


THE BEST OF NETFLIX 


When the streamer’s shows 
‘good, they're very good 


20.Sex 
Education 
“ivhas ben afrull catagory 
for Not, particularly his 
ralicking rtcom. Shy teenager 
Otis Asa uteri) has bsen 
‘miserable growing up witha sn 
‘le mom who’ an outspoken sex 
thera (illan Anderson). ut 
‘when the kids this choo start 
having relationship dificult, 
Otis Piquer bos friend Ei 
(eu Gata, in sarmaking 
Performance) and Otis rush 
Maove (Emma Mackey) star up 
‘2 bootag ex clini to help ther 
explores a wide ange of sexual 
sna romantic relationships. 


19, The Haunting 

of Hill House 2012 

ortor filmmaker Me Flanagan 
has graced Netix with an una 
fill franchise featuring many 
ofthe same actors fo 


The Haunting a ly Manor and 
Midnight Mass), starting with this 
‘racking adaptation ofthe Shi 
ley Jackson novel about family 
that eat escape the history of 
‘the haunted house where they 
lived (and some of them ced). 
Even ata time when I fels 
obligatory for 8 


House epaode presented 


The Baby-Sitters Club 
‘Though adaptation of famous 
\Pare oll the rage right now 
ett somehow coulin find 


big eneugh audience for this 
Wwarmhearted take on An M 
Martins beloved book series 
about a group of mide choo! 
fs who startup their own 
babysitting business. Bu those 
who did wateh found lotto 
‘harsh inthe ways the show 
rmoderniznd aspocts of he 
rovels —n one episode, the shy 
Mary Anne (Malia Baker) stands 
Upto ER doctors whe keep 
Imgenderng har iatest charge 
~ while staying tr 10 ther 
omingrof age heart 


Ld 


17. Stranger Things 
Like Stoven Spielberg Jaws 
sont the movie bosiness on a 
never-ending hunt for Block 
busters the success of Stranger 
Things — feat an homage ta the 
Eighties works of Spelbers and 
Stephen king —transformed 
Natl rom a company happy 
wth bourique hits and erie 
Soci into one that wanted 
fneet. the sees haa begun to 
feel boated nits ater seasons 
{andif the kids look old enough 
terun for Congress, ies til 
thats made atleast one great 
re sarin Mille Bobby Srown 
‘the telekinaic Eleven 


16. Lady Dynamite 


nits erbryoar, Neti uit 


are 


individual audiences 
‘may not have been 

huge, but were designed 
tobe some viewers alltime 
favorites. Perhaps no series 
tymbolized this eave ethos 
‘more than Lady Dynamite 
Inspired by star Mara Barford’ 
sttugales with bipolar disorder, 
‘twas weld, ead nd surest as 
Itbounced though multiple eras 
cof her if including the future 


15. The Crown 2010-rnes8nv 
‘he "o-haur movie” stryteliog 
Netflix dramas: One exception 
Peter Morgans o-schoel in 
every sense) docudrama about 
‘Queen Elizabeth (played so far 
by Claire Foy and Olvia Colman, 
‘nth Imelda Staunton set for the 
final earons). The show wieely 
goes with a raltiona ers: 
fheswaek format 20 that each 
episode has its own confi, 
teen a they feed int fascia 
‘he royals have to sublimate 
their own desitasin service to 
1 Idea they were bom into 


14. Dear White People 
"Not avery movi lends tel well 
to bsing scapted fr television, 
The trawlations that work tend 
‘more tay than coud imo 
‘feature length fi, Casein 
oft 2014 fm about 
Black tudents ata predominant: 
Iy whitevy Leogue school The 
show had four seasons" worth ot 
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ae 
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tive of what el ke everyone 
‘on campus, and to da bold ex 
Beriments ke tuning much of 
{he final season ito musical 


13. Squid Game 


Netflix has bon way out 
headin terms of acquiring or 
‘developing programming for 
ite ntorational markets (lite 
‘Money Hest, Lupin). The best, 
‘ofthese eerie is Squid Game, 
‘riveting dystopian trier 

‘ut of Korea about francs 
‘desperate people wo agree to 
‘compete in sed winner 
‘akes.all competition mspired 
by schoolyard games like Red 
Light, Green Lit. triumph of 
both social ste end produc 
tion design it became a rare 
\wore-of mouth phenomenon, 


12. When They 
Sees 2010 
infamous 
mode 
whan It be 
‘came clea the 
‘copa the 
media had gotten 
‘woman was brutally 
raped in Caival Pak, 
and five young men of 
‘calor were convicted, 
‘only tobe exonerated years 
Iter, when the ea tacker 
confessed. Ava DuVernay's 
‘dramatization ofthe story 
packs  wallp throughout, 
but especialy nthe se- 
‘quences depicting what Karey 
Wise (Emmy winner Jarre 
Jerome) endured as the only 
member ofthe Central Park 
Five ventenced a8 an adult 


11. Mindbunter 2017-2098 
Devi Fincher exscutve-pro 
‘duced House of Cars. but hi 
best contribution to Net was 
Hisreturn to te serail ter 
tory of Se7en and Zodiac. This 
time, he approached the genre 
from aciflerent rection. with 
{3 drama about the Fl agents 
(elayed by Jonathan Groff and 
Hott MeCalanny) and psych 
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vist (Anna Tor) who created 
the science of erminal poling. 
The bull ofthe show is just the 
‘agents talking with incarcerated 
‘monsters — making Mindhunter 
the odd tile that al alk and 
lite setion, and much more 
intersting fort 


ey 


Unbreakable Kimmy 
Schmidt 20152019 

We have to blur the ines to call 
Kimya Neti orginal, since 
the ft reason wos produced 
terir on NBC, fore network 
executives there panicked 

that the show — about a 

Young woman elie Kemper) 
Fescued rom years trapped in 
‘a doomeday cul underground 
bunker — would be too weld or 
sad 10 Work 

But Ting Fey 
and Robert, 
Carlock 


Bolack 


had a healthy and frequently 
hiarous four-season run when it 
‘rely would have died within 8 
few wets on NBC. A win-win, 


9.OneDayata Time 
Even boyond Kimmy Schmit, 
eax but an eary reputation 
‘a viewar iandly place by 
rescuing canceled shows fom 
brosdeast and cable netwarts, 
Eventual the roles reversed, 
‘and we hada uation where 
this smart funny, and poignant 
Norman Les revival ~ staring 
Iatina Machado es & Cuban 
American single mam raising 
teen kids with the help of her 
mothor, Lyla ta Moreno), nd 
‘alin with hot-button eaves 
is immigration, sexuality, and 
PTSD ~ wos canceled by Net 
‘and then revived fora fourth 
‘aon by cable channel Pop, 


8. Unbelievable 
Neti and actrees 
Mort Wever 
hve been 8 
‘over the year 
She won an 
Emmy for her 
aun-singing 
role in 2017s Godless, 
Story, and was phenomenal 
hore ae an empathetic cap 
(alongside Toni Catt) 
‘on the trail of = serial mp 
it, TVs runt! with 
mediocre truscrime dra 
‘matastions but Unbliew 
fable — which featured » 
fantastic Katyn Dever a8 
{victim of the rapist who 
‘rae somehow charged 
‘wah ving te police about 
1 oe grea enough 


7. Master of None 
Ais Anaan’s Master af 
None was among the best 
ofthe wave of euteu 
shiver TV inthe 2010s, He 
wrote, directed, and starred 
Inthe shows ambitious and 
lovely early seasons, which 
mired stores of his ter ep0, 
Dev, wha was looking fr lve, 
with ales ofthe people in 


Devi: his immigrant father's 
journey to Americ, his rend 
Denise (Lens Waithe) gradually 
‘coming out te hee Far, even 
' digression about New York 
cabbies. After along break it 
returned last year with a Scenes 
From a Mariageinspired story 
‘bout Dene which was ess 
interesting, aven ast sungested 
that anea'and Waite had not 
fun out of ambition, 


8.1 Think You Should 
Leave With Tim Robinson 
Each season of Tim Robinson's 
skethcomedy delight is six op 
inode ffs than 20 minutes 
‘piece. Yet within that efciont 
packaging east indelible, 
tplanive comedy bt, many 

‘of them about people who take 
‘some dumb bale nd refuse to 
Tet goof uti everyone around 
them fs deeply uncomfortsble. 
‘onus pints forthe hot do 
car sketch (Were all ying 

to nd the quy who di tis) 
becoming the single most useful 
meme of the past four years. 


5. Big Mouth zor esenr 
An animated show about 

mil schoolers that probably 
shouldnt be watched by mille 
Schoolas, Big Mouth Focuses 

‘on the rampaging horriness of 
‘haraeter ike Nick co-creator 
Nick Krol, Andrew ahr 
olan), ss Joes Kein), nd 
the pllow-molesing Jy aon 
Mantzoulas), And thats even 
before we gett all the thy 
Fantasies put into the hd hoods 
by harmane monstar ike Con 
le Maya Rudolph. Yet for as 
‘Graphic asthe sales gets, hos 
' fundamental empathy for bs 
‘doing through ane ofthe most 
tinconvortable stages fife 


4. American Vandal 
Speaking of satological ado: 
leecent ridiculousness, conser 
this pote perfect spoof of true 
crime podeasts and dacuseies 
imwhich a pir of high choo 
Fimmakorsinveatigae two 
mysteries: Who defaced 27 cars 
inthe faculty parking lot with 
‘eawinge of penises, and who 
‘contaminated the cater lem 
nade to make their classmates 


ose contol of ther bowels? As 
tie alone, wos wander 
‘ut beneath ll the dick and 
‘oop jokes was an insightful and 
oignant look at tha ke caught 
{p nal this grostout behave. 


3. Russian Doll 
We'e finaly entering the rim 
of CaptalG Grestness.Natarha 
{yon graduated fom the nest 
show on thi let ta he own 
‘ovcreation a high-concept 
Seles that beat genre os easly 
eit bent the laws of physics, 
Inthe flawless fet season 
Lyonnesirepressibe Nadia was 
‘cutee to dean be earn 
lover and over again on her 36th 
‘thay, the meer butt 
Selightul second season, she 
‘began quantum leaping into the 
young ives of her mather and 
‘grandmother. Russian Dols 
brimming with ideas ans energy 
ina way few recent sei (on 
Netto oF otherwise) can equ 


h 


Orange's the 
Now Black 20132018 

House of Care vas the kind 

‘of middle-aged male antihero 
‘rama that television hed 

00n plenty of belre. Orange. 
‘Scramedy set ata federal 
‘mous cast crossing boundaries 
trace, sexuality, gender, and 
‘more fet brand-new, and ihe 
‘sig thatthe streaming era 
‘would have let af raom for 
WWro keep evehing. That's 

rot quite what happened, and 
Orange was more creatively 
‘uneven than many shows on 
this et Butts best moments 
‘were remaabe and symbolize 
‘oad the steamer haan taken 
‘early as oftan at could 


Bolack Horseman 
Yes, the one indisputabia Natlc 
masterpiece san animated 
Gramedy about a depressed 
horse (i met) who once 
Starred in a bad Nineties fay 
‘Steom and now contents him 
lf with abusing both drugs and 
the tus of anyone who cares 
about him. Balsck was a parody 
ff modem domes about mis 
leaped male antheroes wha 
‘et away with everything. Buti 
as alo a supreme example of 
2 form, a augh-out oud rie 
lous and a soukerushinaly sad 
‘show as has been produced 
‘uring the streaming era, © 
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25 BEST 
»~ SUPERHERO 
» MOVIES OF 


” 


5. Superman 
aman could ty. Yet 
effect in Richard | 
Donner’ bis bang 
event fr the gen 
simply involves 


epider tox 


ba Avengers: | fon wn, 
Sam Raim's original Spider-Man was going Endgame clumsy nard named 
to feature both the Green Goblin and Doctor seed (Clark Kent transforms 
ictopu; instead, he saved Doc Ock for this | tyousaw this into the Man of Stee. 
‘er’s ultra-sincere approach to the material "minty Stones” sage ‘Reeve's performance 


1 opening weekend, 


mention Margot Wonder Woman 


‘risa of eonfidence to Alfred Malina as 
Peter Parker’ tragie, mecha tenteled oe. response ta thera 
The subway tran ght and Ws aftermath) of Tehala 


mains one ofthe genre ile most sat SpiderMan, Ne ee ae 
si alee asic rove tapos tp ter—an Amazonian pncet armed wt alts of 
turned 0 truth and an unéreskable motel compass ine way 
Oe that no stor had managed na superhero moe 
citer yore since Christopher Reeve. And the Weld Wa sting 
3. Logan tate on thelast days | everheardin a of Pty Jenkins fhe fiir ropes flesh, 
Inthe 19908, comie- | Wolverine. Nodding | Thats tha Final geting » pret movie of her awn. The no-man's 
Book erestorke | toclamic Wenems, | benef of Avengers: | Kader pitch-perfect land bate scene, with Wonder Womans costume 
Frank Mllerheiped | fedepietea not Endgame ct ss | Lnstaneand Gone fractal glowing agin he gray backcon as she 
defines mode ot | aogetheruntamiiar | theequnnlentefa | tesusone orien defects bullet aed purmels sole. sino 
fadultsuperherotory- | future world where | seasonfinaietoa | tertumnor Tse the 
toling wth nolekh,” | superherole and long, complicated sae ta 
fetinsomathing te | dying out together. | ingnarratve ever tera poral ia 


‘iff att Mas Mo 

Fale (Shamelk Moore) 

mantle. The teen 

from across paral 

(fromtop) realities, voiced by 
tveryone from Jahe 

Stained, 

Niclas Cage. Togoth 


The Dark theirwobstandsand | ‘Smerton hati | the hen Notts 


general skowering of | because Marve had 


Knight dsziingy new ihe | Stings moneys | Downey iacore 
2008 ig) sha mecy Rbaaeny, ‘worth for the rights: had seen better days, 
cor tne vita The Ragnarok shpinioniel 
sccondinciisoprertisans | 20% WronMan —Suttobe ae 
fcter—piyedennacbby | beyond unbaing” | seumichorine | fnchaet medion 
feyeduguereiicey | Chtsvooreatnted | feewceuumte | selena 
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Reviews Movies 


pairings (Captain 
America and Gra 
Star-Lor, 
‘Mar, humongous 
{that bate in Wakan- 
4), and gena 
Pk becomes 
ar that Thanos wil 
snmiilatemiions of 
Tis fingers. You get 
fone, the bad gy 


17.X2 


you found 

found al the mu 
Features a genuinely 
‘unsettling mo- 


The Incredibles ecient 


‘ks0n as fellow crime fighter Frozone (“Honey! Where's my super- 6. Avengers: 
(nna Wintour avatar/world's greatest contr Infinity War 
fara lng-telgge- Ct realy maton th ie Ges easperted 
Spider-Man: sete avr zotdkwaraecty | cnfvone tthe reny 
Homecoming ff tehesotaratt Semewenvorn | moseritsc pose 
ftlendly neighbor 4.Spider-Man Saini understood of things to come fromthe-comics 


cua Senmae” | tenes, | tnceren 
SSE Dayso Future Cancrtaren | | Soagau | moteurs 


Binger confirmed, | 20%8 
Thisnectgen Spidey | Foks ¥-Men franchise 
Updates the character | di te universe pan. 


aaah | ete Guardians 
nen, pears: of the 
quency, smateemvcinm | a Galaxy 
Parker from Stan much like a massive send 


Man and Wichael | orginal and youthful | intretalar outlaws whzing across the cosmos, 
Keatorty menacing, | reboot versions of the | led by Chris Pratt's rakish thet Peter Qui and 
mmeche-Vuture and | Kunivarse characters, | featuring the snartest raccoon ave to wild 
Youhave.cne truly | and even pulls of blaster fe blast. fom the vintage AM radio. 
amazing superhero | gambit to push Mh courtiack to brie between Pat dm 
movie ave playedtbythen- | grean-tued Zoe Saldana, We are al\Groot. EM 
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exchange) just ight 


8.Captain 
‘America: The 
Winter Soldier 
The fst of the Cap 
tain America eequois 
bymodaling 
alter paranotd Sever 
‘Condor (it 


a with sore 
‘hogy ulterior 
‘mativs) and foreing 
fight against his own 
ftamenton 3 fallow 


ames} Winter Soldier 
proved that the 

ould it far wider 
Style of storie into 
than just your typical 
‘ood veel parable 
players (Black Widoa, 
Felcon) and features 
some ofthe 

nat Capva-goane 


Batman: 
Mask 

of the 
Phantasm 


Serious Bat nerds vow Batman: The Animated 
Soros asthe rues screen adaptation ofthe 
‘character, and ths fim spinoff makes @ se 
‘ust strong case for deserving pride of place, 
Ietakes the bottomless gre fits Broce 
Wayne (viced by Kevin Conroy) seriously 
‘without making his Batman insutferably grim 
nnd grity hos Mark Harn ye, tat Mark 
Hamil earning hiling ugha whe Joker, 
The era-spanning design fits Gata City 
looks gorgeous ont 
introduction of Dana Detany asa woman from 
Braces past sts up one ofthe mort tragic 
‘conclusions to any Bat story. 


stephen Stranae, 
gear 


dist Cumbertateh 
just te right 
pride and tongues 
het humor tthe 
Inaugural big-ereon 
adventure of the 
Sorcerer Supreme, 
while rector Seat 
Derrickson makes you 
feal ike youre watch 
halucinogenic Steve 
coma ta life. That MC. 
‘MCU bighraht. And 
popular heid end up 
becoming the goto 
supematural guest 


Waters police oficer 


Superman tt | nivsre<rsona De 


Look even the Man of | assembled nia. 
Sieelneeds beak | Hot thats marketed 


H athe cutting-edge 
sometimes! chard | a tcuting-es rin vitally every 
Rare celtadeour | 800M, thie robotc CCumberbateh 


evtarned oho | 9 th = 
Lanes interaanewee | eae The womeeee Batman Returns eee 
eaeyritestnas | Crane Henreecas | —TimButortorghal!S60 etna: the mrchitectyiperant | TRebulko the 


law ofcerbeging 
‘ang an with 


see” (eke eer | eto 
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o> PLANET HUNGER 


[Com from 43} dream about building a giant high 
tech indoor farm in Kentucky to turn central Apps 
Jachia into the agtech capital ofthe U.S. The dream 
‘would create jobs and grow food more efficiently, 
and with a far smaller carbon footprint, than the 
‘old-fashioned way of sticking a seed in the ground, 
hiring ileal immigrants forthe harvest, hen loading, 
the yield into 18 wheelers and trucking ital the way 
toa supermarket near you. I thought it was a noble 
‘but crazy dream, given that Webb had a background 
In solar, not as a farmer, He knew as much about 
rowing tomatoes on a commercial scale as did, 
lash forward five years: Weblo and 1 are walking 
through 6O-cre high-tech indoor farm near More: 
head, Kentucky. His dream had become real: App- 
Harvest, the company he started shorty before we 
talked, has gone public and now has a market cap 
‘of $200 million. “The old way is broken,” Webb tells 
‘me, “This isthe future of food," It felt hike a jungle in: 
side, but a well-organized one. Seven-tundred thou- 
sand tomato plants grew on scaffolding, thelr roots 
in pods of water. Three hundred sensors monitor mi: 
‘roclimates across the farm, maintaining proper light 
and humidity. The farm uses 100 percent recycled 
rainwater. No chemicals, no pesticides, no agrieultur 
al runoff, LED lights provide sunlight on cloudy days, 
‘Temperature is controlled. And this whole system is 
<loneable, and will only become more efficient over 
time. When I visited, Webb was overseeing the con- 
struction of two other indoor farms in Kentucky, one 
to grow berries, another for greens. Ii, above all 


else, a way to make climate partly irelevant. I's not 
hhard to imagine a future of high-rise vertical farms. 

But vertcal farms are not going to feed starving 
people in Yemen anytime soon. For that, food will 
hnaye to be grown the old-fashioned way, by stickinga 
seed in the ground and praying for rain, ‘People will 
shift crops around, try new varieties,” Racelis tells 
‘me one afternoon as we drive around the farms in 
‘Texas’ Rlo Grande Valley. “But in the end, there is no 
getting around the laws of physies and biology. When 
{tgets too hot, things dle” 


$300,000 tractor and head out inte his felds, 

ith his $200,000 seeder. The seeder looks ike 
a waller armed with 50-some big hypodermie nee: 
des that inject wheat seeds into the ground. I's a 
‘masterpiece of mechanization, capable of seeding 
100 acres of wheat in a single afternoon. Tester's 
whole rg, in fact, isa technological wonder: The cab 
of the tractor has filtered air, a sound system, and a 
cushy, ergonomic chair. You can plant 100 acres and 
fel lke you never left your living room, 

But Tester’ rigalso underscores a big truth about 
‘modern agriculture: The seale of farming may have 
changed, and the tools we use more sophisticated, 
‘but the process of growing food hasn’t changed since 
the dawn of history. Tester is doing basically the 
‘sume thing. as farmers in Egypt did 5,000 years ago, 
putting a seed in the ground, hoping it grows, and 
that nothing kill or eats it before you can harvest it 

‘As Idrive away from Tester’s farm, I see the sen 
{or alone on his tractor, planting wheat on the high 
plains of Montana, just as his family has done on this 


I MONTANA, I wateh Tester climb into his 


Piece of fand for more than a century. It’s an feonie 
sight, as American as apple pie. I's tempting to take 
‘comfort in this continuity. But this isa new world 
‘we're living in, one without rain cloud on the hor 
zon, and miles of drought as far as the eye can see 

There are lots of things we can do to make our: 
selves less vulnerable to food shocks and shortages, 
Growing more local food would make us less depen- 
dent on global supply chains; diversifying what we 
eat, so we ae less dependent on wheat and corn; not 
‘wasting land to turn food into fuel, so that the land 
‘can be used to grow food for people who are hungry; 
using better data to understand exactly how much 
‘water and fertilizer crops need, so farmers can re- 
‘duce the wast; fermenting foods from fungi and de- 
veloping celt-based meats, so that cheap proteins 
‘can be grown with far less land and water use. We're 
lng to need all of these solutions —and many more 
~to feed the world inthe coming decades. 

Putin's weaponization of wheat is a tragedy for 
‘hungry people around the world who depend on 
cheap food to survive. Buti 8 also a wake-up call 
for the rest of us. Just as the invasion of Ukraine 
hhas sparked a movement to get off oll and gas to 
strip Putin ofthe source of his power and money, 
this Putin-driven food freakout should spur the 
need to change our food system to prepare for the 
climate-driven shocks that will reshape our world 
in the future. As with fossil fuels, the political iner 
tia and financial power ofthe Old World are the big 
sgest roadblocks to change, But the stakes couldn't be 
higher. Food is not just a necessity itis the basi of 
life set, civilization that cant feed itself isa evi 
zation thats not lon for this world. © 


o> UKRAINE 


[Cont from 46] There sno evidence of widespread 
abuse of prisoners of war by Ukrainian forces, but 
there are several ongoing criminal investigations into 
isolated incidents in which Russian prisoners appear 
to have been tortured or even executed, 

‘The military here has more than doubled since 
Russia's invasion in late February. More than 
700,000 Ukrainians are naw under arms, and per 
haps only one-third of those have received anything 
resembling professional military training. But there 
is no shortage of hated on the battlefield. Only days 
before, | attended a Defense Ministry briefing, un- 
veiling a series of online videos designed to ensure 
Ukrainian soldiers understood the laws of war. 

Sometimes we face skepticism, people say, ‘Wel, 
the Russians don’t obey the rules of war. Why should 
‘we? said Col. Viacheslav Rayevskiy, the officer con- 
ducting the briefing. “But i is about being a cli 
lized army.” 

Ukraine can’t afford to let untralned solders jeop- 
ardize Western support, and it wants to highlight 
that it takes the issue seriously. The moral high road 
{sas much am asset inthis fight as any weapon sys 
tem. Ukraine has worked to cody the laws of war 
into the Ukrainian criminal code, to bring the coun- 
try inline with the generally accepted norms of inter 
national humanitarian law, according to Col. Rayev: 
skiy. I's the sgn of European, modern democratic 
army,” he said. 

‘When Tlook back, the prisoner is still on his knees: 
He's talking. He appears alive and unharmed. {don’t 
see anyone pointing a weapon at him. What did 1 
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hear? An accidental discharge? A celebratory gun: 
shot? A mock execution? There is no way to know. 

Can we stop? Can Talk to hi 

‘Mace doesn’t look back, he makes the turn and ae- 
celerates, It's hardly the first time the paratrooper 
hhas seen a Russian prisoner. “If he hears you speak: 
‘ng English, then he'll spread tales of American pup- 
pet masters in these woods,” he says. 

Besides, Mace explains, he doesn't know who 
those soldiers are. They aren't in his unit 

‘The lat I see ofthe Russian, he is alive and on his 
knees, being interrogated inthe fied 


sk hs in rep 
WWW isccsntsettittetambine 
Sta ar boo wang side be one 
scar store eames at ancy 
fs parking as ce faa ot pt 
Gute met up free a om te He 
tr gst ecient er 
stot te Gunesemade soda at wl fry me 
fact myo vetice 
The bi wong solders unsiven, hs tgs 
filthy from combat, except for a field hat that is clear- 
rind ne Thea eras hasten sting 
the mound assed reg he cds 
pe iret pope ety oe hoe 
Atco are im about aay. The fa 
Shorage seal lneters Uae fr erin 
treo illng a hiner wi eran beaded 
roy Ge ete deco abt acm 
proce haere Toga chime wie one 
Geerand wc toad fom eey cy 
Testtan 30 mimes ne de, ata opens 
up sel a expected Wt he ees 


ching, and indicative of haw bad things have got- 
ten in Donbas. 

“I nearly beat to death one ofthe men in my unit," 
‘he confides. “We were in trenches onthe front lines. 
He was using his cellphone.” 

Sasha breathes heavily 

“The Russians tracked his signal and located our 
position, He called his mom for 15 minutes, then his 
‘wife for I5 minutes...and then his giltiend for al 
‘most two hours. They bombarded us all night. That's 
‘why [beat him.” 

Later, he tells us more about the front. 

“We Tost six men on our first patrol, he says. “Six 
‘out of10, They were all my fiends” 

He breaks down and begins to cry. 

Sasha eventually admits that he has been given 
leave to go toa hospital to seek therapy, for what sol 
diers a century ago would have called shell shock 
and what we now call PTSD. He has been given 10 
days to recover from his battlefield trauma and re- 
turn tis unit. 

‘When we have a chance to talk alone, he shows 
‘me videos of his wedding in October. He tells me he 
is scared to talk to his family about his experiences. 
‘Sasha doesn’t want to return to combat. All he ean 
think about are the soldiers who were killed om his 
first patrol 

“Those six men were my friends, they were my 
brothers, and I love them very much,” he says. "I 
‘can’t just leave them behind, Iwill always carry them. 
with me." 

He looks down, overcome with emotion. 

“What is in my heart is that I never wish to see 
Donbas again in the future. Nothing you da there 
‘makes any difference.” @ 


=> CRYPTO KINGPIN 


{Comt.from 89) been in the process of slowly sel 
Ing it off because its value was peaking. “They actu 
ally picked the peak day of the market to hack me,” 
he says. “Most altcoins, as they call them, never got 
higher than that day." 

‘Nevertheless, even ifthe value of what he stole 
‘was highly inflated, even illusory, Pinsky stole it. 
And Terpin wanted to make an example of him. He 
‘started reaching outro those he thought might have 
been involved and offering them money for informa: 
ton about the hack (rerpin doesnot dispute this, but 
says that he has “not paiel anything to date, lets pat it 
that way"). Soon, the ealls were rolling In. “My wife's 
joke,” he tells me, “is that every Saturday morning, 
we would gee some kind of eal rom somebody using 
Auto-Tune to disguise their voice.” 

Some of those people, Terpin thinks, must have 
had a grudge against Pinsky, Some were clearly try 
ing to squirm out of trouble themselves. But the calls 
solidified Terpin’s belief that he was dealing with a 
‘eenage villain, a “Baby AI Capone," ashe puts Ter 
pin became convinced that Pinsky was hiding money 
~ from other helts if not his awn ~ that he was going 
‘on lavish trips, buying costly watches, and otherwise 
trying to pull one over on Terpin. 

‘That is all possible. "A big part of these cases is 
trying to recover the funds, and there's no way of 
knowing if you've gotten them all,” says Erin West, 
the deputy district attorney for REACT, the high-tech 
task force that arrested Truglia, Bitcoin offers ano- 
rymity by design. The factors needed to access bit 
coin funds could be memorized and exist only in the 
‘mind oftheir owner, or written down in the mangins 
of a random book, or stored on a buried hardware 
wallet. Investigators comb through houses, looking 
for papers that might contain seed phrases ar pass 
codes of keys, They read defendants’ mail in the 
hopes that they'll uncover clues. They listen in on 
ther calls, And they know that they don find every: 
thing, For some of her cases, says West, “We went 
through the numbers and we went through the num: 
bers and we went through the numbers, and there is 
money missing” 

Yet Pinsky has a clear rebuttal to the idea that he's 
hiding millions: He's notin prison, Terpin's case isa 
civil one, not a criminal one. in part, that has to do 
with Pinsky’ aye at che time ofthe heist, but it also 
hhas todo with the fat that, ashe tates plainly,“ eo- 
‘operated and was completely fortheaming with law 
enforcement.” (The FBI declined to comment on an 
ongoing matter”) Pinsky's not sure how he's sup- 
posed to prove to Terpin that he isn't hiding some 
cexypto fortune ~ “Isard to prove a negative" but 
says he has spent much of the past two years trying 
He imagines that the government may monitor him 
for the res of his life to make sure his lifestyle is what 
seems it should be. When Lak ihe ha also worked 
with the FBI to help bring down other hackers, he 
blinks quickly and then changes the subject, 


Ne ate Ap isk wast ofr 
0: wal, Spring shee, and the cy seems 

tov conte a, acsng wid snes 
sand good wl, Ashe meanders pst he ih stalls 
Of Chinatown and te sidewalk cats of SoHo, he 
blend noth crowd, a compact ned ina Tah 
and con, Td, the 362 bons he returned 
to Tein happens o be worth $2498, hough 
‘who's to say heer he iskeping tack. He consi. 


ers shelling out for some ice cream, It isa good day 
for simple delights, 

‘Blending in has done Pinsky good. His senior year 
of high school was a travesty of notoriety after a 
round of settlement agreements ell rough in 2020 
and Terpin started publicizing the heist an Pinsky's 
role in it. Most of his friends’ parents no longer want 
ced their kids hanging out with him. At graduation, 
he received thunderous applause, but he knew the 
cheers were ionic, offered only because, ashe puts 
it, “Thad become this person of interes in my town, 
‘but forall the wrong reasons.” 

He had also become someone who was constant 
ly looking over his shoulder. His family’s home inva 
sion had occurred only a few weeks before gras 
ton. Police had arrived in time to apprehend two of 
the four men who were attempting to break in. One 
‘was found in the basement, and was led out of the 
house in handcuffs while Pinsky’s mom screamed, 
“Who sent you? Who sent you?” The two men were 
sentenced to 60 months jl time on counts of Hobbs 
‘Act Robbery, but Pinsky knows that their partners 
are tll out there somewhere. Maybe they still think 
Pinsky Is hiding a fortune, Maybe others do. “The 
scariest part about it all is that I didn’t have it he 
says of the money. “And go, what would it take for 
‘them to believe that” After the break-in, Pinsky says, 
‘his family got an assault rile, and he started taking 
his mom along to the shooting range. He admits that 
being around her is hard naw: As supportive as she's 
tried to be, she moves through the world with a fear 
she never had before, and he knows thats his fault. 
(Pinsky’s mother and stepfather declined to speak 
for this article.) 

Often, Pinsky says, he wishes he could just sit 
down with Terpin and talk things through. Even out 
side the Triggers helst, he knows that lot of the 
‘things he did were ugly. There were other accounts 
‘of Terpin’s that Pinsky got into with lesser degrees 
of success, There was money he tried to move even 
days later, sending instructions for how to launder 
icin the breaks between his clases at school, There 
‘were people he threatened, and people who feared 
‘him. He's aware that when he got behind a computer, 
hhe became a kind of monster, and thatthe monster is 
all that‘Terpin knows. "I ean See where they're com 
‘ng from,” he says. "We wereall doing this sociopath- 
{cerap. ! would not hang out witha 15-year-old Elis. 
[would run away from him. Even a 16, {would run 
away from him. Even at 18, | would run away from 


‘Much of what i in this article, much of what Pin- 
sky tells me aver the course of our time together, is 
verifiable through legal documents, photos, texts, 
‘emails, and other sources. There is no doubt that the 
SIM-swapping crime happened; Pinsky's and Terpin’s 
versions ofthe particulars mostly align. (For matters 
such as the contents ofthe safe and the itinerary of 
the might out with Truglia, am relying on Pinsky’s| 
account.) What can never be verified is what Is or 
‘was in Pinsky's head — the way he felt or didn eel 
{in certain moments, his motivations or lack thereof, 
his view of the crime as a game. 

1 point out that people who get caught are the 
‘ones who tend to see the error oftheir ways, and he 
doesn’t dispute that. But, he says, he looks at it dif. 
Ferently: Who would be be ihe hadn't gotten caught, 
‘fhe hadnt gotten this crash course in "Whats right 
and wrong from my lawyers, books, my therapist"? 
He speaks of morality as though it were an acaclem- 
{c pursuit, something one could steep oneself in and 
Jnternalize. He's read Grime and Punishment, Extreme 


Ownership, Letters From a Stoic. Sometimes, he's 
found himself watching a video of Terpin recount: 
ing the hack. “And he spoke about it rather matter- 
‘oFfact, but hearing in his words how methodical and 
‘calculated this was, fle ver, very ashamed,” Pinsky 
says, “Itadded a human element to what was, back 
then, this completely anline thing for me. | fee like 
shame is not the most useful feeling, but I have ac 
‘countably. Certainly, | don’t feel good about what 
Pye done.” He's talking to me because he “wants peo- 
ple to recognize that.” He wants people to know that 
“things change, and in my ie, things have changed 
for the better” 

‘He says that college has helped with that. He was 
sure that he would’ get in, but then, miraculous 
ly, just a few days before Terpin's lawsuit was fled, 
he got his acceptance letter to a tniversity he asks 
‘me not to name. He also says he gor a free ride and 
that not paying tuition has helped his family cover 
legal fees, though they can't be paid forever. Pinsky 
Js coming to terms withthe ikelihood thatthe sete 
‘ment negotiations will not go his way. 

‘What he can’t come to terms with isthe idea that 
something he did when he was 15 years old might 
be the main thing that ever defines him. He's major 
ing in computer science and economies, and wants 
to be an entrepreneur, field that doesn't necessar- 
lly require a pristine backstory and that might even 
value abit ofa renegade one, He's developed an ay 
{alle Rent at comects people who ned tage 
to people who own them (atthe time ofthis writing, 
‘you can get a Canon printer, an electric scooter, & 
hhookath, and a wedding tent, among other items), He 
‘wants to add value fora change, he says, “to event 
ally try to be useful.” I's the language of disruption 
rixed up with the language of remorse, 

‘Wher he moved into his darm last year, het sur 
prised his iterates by paling down his name from 
the front door and barricading himself in his room 
‘each night. Sometimes he wanted to tell them why 
~ that he'd done something very bad and that peo- 
ple who thought he had lots of money might try 1 
come ater him ~ but he could never quite bring hima: 
self to do so. Since then, however, things have got 
ten less fraught. He's made afew close friends. Over 
time, he's told them what he's done, and they've 
kept being friends with him anyway. He spent last 
fall studying abroad in Florence, Italy. The farther he 
gets from Irvington, the easier he sys t isto distance 
himself from what he did there. 

"These days, Pinsky rarely goes back to Irvington, 
He avotds the blue bedroom, the picturesque Main, 
Street, the faroif lights of the Tappan Zee Bridge. 
He avoids the places where he can't even attempt 10 
blend in. Irvington was meant to be a place of alm, 
not calamity, but Pinsky could have gotten is family 
Killed there. Going hame is too much of a reminder 
‘of everything that went wrong. “I think about what 
[ve put them through, and I fel really really bad 
and selfish," he says. I'sa moment of elarity that ean 
make things lite too clea, 

At the end of our walk, Pinsky and {finally end 
up in a park. Musicians are busking, and people are 
lounging on the grass, sunglasses on, faces tipped 
back toward the lateaternoon sky, There Is a care- 
free element that he hopes he can one day share, " 
deeply want to distance myself trom all ofthis stuf” 
he tells me. “It is so ugly, 80 bad, so gross. There's 
nothing more than 1 want to do than move on.” For 
now, moving on may be more of a mental exercise 
than a material one, but i's the nest level up. Pin- 
sky will do whatever i takes to get there. © 
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o> TRUE CRIME ON SAFARI 


[cont.from 115} testimony, and her interview with 
ROLLING STONE, in which she claims to have bulle 
the dresser but turned dawn an offer to stay and 
chat, going grocery shopping for her son and grand 
son instead. She loved them too much, she says, 10 
‘ever move away, “know what Ania Grimley was say 
ing, but 1 wasn't leaving,” Lor tells RS. “These peo- 
pleare living on rumor and gossip, and i's not true.” 


the staff at Larry's practice had been instructed 

to change the subject, some former staff mem 
‘bers sa. No lowers, No condolence calls No sympa 
thy cards. Just the usual hundreds or thousands of 
dollars upfront, witha five percent discount as incen- 
tive for cold hard cash, This was Three Rivers Dental 
Group, and they had a motto to uphold: "No sights, 
‘no sounds, and no fears” 

‘But fear reverherated louder than ever in 2017, 
‘when employees remember returning from a weeks 
end to discover security cameras installed all over — 
inthe operatories above the patients, inthe private 
‘break room, inthe lb, That's where Holly Dey recalls 
leaning over toa fellow assistant, only forthe boss to 
‘ing up the front desk rons Arizona and ask why they 
‘were whispering. Holly and her co-worker say she'd 
‘been asking fora tampon. 

Receptionist Jessica Moore remembers musing that 
‘Trump was unfit for the presidency, then watching 
Larry rant about “left-wing idiots” when he was in 
town. After she joked with a colleague about a pug 
‘with a penchant for sportswear, Moore says she was 
tod there was to be no more pet alk ~ making her be 
lieve the boss had listened to that conversation, 100. 

“Moore recalls Larry arriving atthe Greensburg lo- 
cation within days, carrying a stack of waivers: “In 
light of this open surveillance environment, you do 
‘not have any expectation of privacy while in the 
offices of Three Rivers Dental Group,” they read. 
‘Moore, noting that the consent form did not exclude 
the women's room, refused to sign. She remembers 
Larry responding, "You just fuckin’ terminated your- 
self before she Walked off the Job. 

After Bianca's death, Larry regularly traveled from 
Paradise Valley to Pittsburgh. Following in is foot 
steps, branch to branch to branch, was Lori, who 
‘had already all but moved in with him at the Rudolph 
{amily mansion in Arizona. As executive administra 
tor, Lori was a self-described enforcer and empire 
builder who could help with insurance claims or pay 
‘cheeks: When dentists had a money question, Larry 
often sent them to his notso-secret girlfriend. 

‘A doaen former dactors and employees at Three 
Rivers Dental outlined to ROLLING STONE a routine, 
‘echoed in court documents, of overzealous drilling: 
Ifa dentist performed basic tooth fillings, which cost 
bout $150 each and awarded $120 in claims, Larry 

‘would lose his ever-loving mind,” recalls a person 
tasked with approving such procedures. Larry's 
checklist, obtained by ROLLING STONE, would set 
in motion the daily protocol to grind down problem 
‘eth to the point where a root canal was the #o-10 
‘option, doctors and employees allege. That way, sys 
former employee familiar with company finances, 
‘rays could force insurers to approve procedures for 
‘upward of $1,000. “All of” the employee says, “was 
‘a root-canal factory” 

1m her interview with ROLLING STONE, Lori de- 
fended the “whole protocol” at Three Rivers as above 


I F PATIENTS EVER ASKED about Bianca's death, 
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board, and blamed any discrepancies on its employ~ 
fees. "That's bullshit,” she says. "We never defrauded 
an insurance company” 

But there was also, as six former employees de- 
scribe the eas, Several staffers recall accepting reg 
‘lar cash payments from customers of aver $10,000, 
{for which the IRS requires formal documentation 
“Lori and Dr. Rudolph would have us not ever put 
down that we collected cash,” one former office man- 
‘ager claims. Toward the end ofeach day, three former 
staffers say, they would drop bill stacks into the safe 
ateach Three Rivers location, Staffers also claim that 
only Larry and Lori were supposed to empty the safes 
\when they were in town. The employee close to the 
books believed then thatthe cash funded Larry and 
Lor’ “fun money" and the government has recent: 
ly taken to alleging “that the two had siphoned cash 
{rom dental practices to finance their fe together” 

Internal documents and emails show Larry going to 
‘some lengths to ensure that paperwork was in order. 
‘But the Pennsylvania attorney general's office, per a 
note at the bottom of an internal police memo, had 
been investigating Larry for insurance fraud since at 
Teast 201, (No charges nave been fled.) “We were in 
good shape, we were making money,” Lori says, OF 
the practice, she adds: "Some people like to say that 
allwe took was cash. We can prove that we didn't. We 
took plenty of diferent types of payments." 

Lori’ personal bank accounts, meanwhile, showed 
large eash deposits: $20,000 in 2014, $60,000 in 
2015, $75,000 in 2016, the year Bianca died, and to 
taling roughly $239,800 by 2017. Lori has claimed 
‘under oath that she doesn’t recall the money dumps 
for understand why her salary was doubled in cash, 
other than that Larry “was very generous.” 

Inthe spring of 2017, nine lifensurance poli 
and accidental-death claims in the Blanca tragedy 
hhad come through to Larry, As with the thumb, low- 
ever, private investigators forthe insurers concluded 
that there wasn’t enough information to not approve 
hisclaims. The Rudolph had set yp a survivor's trust 
forthe life insurance, policy documents reveal —Iess 
than six months before Bianca's death Larry frst in: 
quired about processing the insurance, court fing 
alleges, two days after his daughter finally learned 
hher mother was gone. The payday was $4,877,744.95. 

‘That summer, according to property records, 
Larry purchased a $3.5 million lot in Paradise Valley, 
so Lori could build a custom mansion —a desert cas: 
tle all her own, a mile and a half from the last place 
‘blanca called home, 


HE U.S. GOVERNMENT has been investigating 
Larry Rudolph ever since a friend of Bianca 
contacted the FBI's South African attaché, 

suspecting foul ply, two weeks after her death, 

But this was the age of a Teflon Don, when you 
could shoot somebody in the midalle of Fifth Ave 
‘nue and become president. Once the funeral cleared 
out, Larry and Lori binge-watched election cover: 
age for days. Then Larry tweeted, incessantly, atthe 
‘new presidents sons, flaunting his Safari Club expe: 
rience in a plea for their father to nominate him as 
director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The 
BI first called him about his wife, according to the 
feds, in 2017. 

‘The American ambassador in Lusaka, Dan Foote, 
says he got & 2018 briefing of mostly circumstan: 
tial evidence about Bianca's death from his consular 
chief, He expressed concern about a case built on life 
insurance and a love triangle, about a mystery in the 
'midale of nowhere, “Well, fuck, it’s kinda late," the 


ambassador recalls telling the consular chief, “Are 
‘you guys gonna be able to put the pieces together at 
this point?” 

1m 2019, Larry and Lori moved out of Bianca's be- 
loved home ~“He didn't feel comfortable there any- 
‘more,” Lori says ~ and into a condo while Lori's 
castle broke ground. The neighbors-to-be would in 
vite him and Lori over fora glass of wine, and Larry 
‘bragged about the trophy room he was having built 
he'd killed so many animals, it needed two flrs, 

Mark Swanepoel, the same hunting guide who'd 
«driven with Larry to get the Zambian cops on the day 
of Bianca's death, allegedly told him the feds were 
im Africa, But here was Lori, at the leathery back 
bar of Ocean 4 in Scottsdale, going on about huy- 
Inga house in Pennsylvania, too. he was ek ofthat 
‘condo off Wild Turkey Drive. A petty argument gave 
‘way toa break in the music. 

‘That’s when their regular bartender claimed he 
‘witnessed Larry going of. Lori has formally disputed 
the bartender’s story, but he would immediately tell 
cco;workers that he heard Larry scream at least part 
‘of something so loudly that he believed a family sit 
ting nearby Heard it, 00: 

“Tkilled my fucking wife for you 

1m any case, murder would be difficult to peave. 
‘The lead agent assigned tothe cold case found Anna 
Grimley and asked her about that afternoon with 
the dresser, but the bartender had been afraid to 
speak up sofa. His partner erost checked with Zam: 
ban authorities about pathology and ballistics re- 
ports - when a local cop had tested dropping Larry's 
shotgun, it hadnt fired, but the Instructions for his 
firearm said that it could still always accidentally dis 
‘change, The feds even re-created 100 new versions of 
the leather gun bag; the Rudolphs’ old leather case, 
though, had evidence ofa bullet hole blown straight 
‘through the tp. Lori worried the feds were closing in 
~as close asthe chatty woman siting next to her and. 
Lary on an airplane, “Weld be in restaurants," Lori 
‘remembers, “and I'd go, Think that's an FBL agent" 

Swanepoel would come to speak with the FBI as 
‘well. His exwife relayed to them that she'd been 
present when Larry allegedly asked him to be put 
in contact with a Nigerian gangster who might fly 
1 the States and intimidate an enemy. According 10 
an FBI agents testimony, Swanepoel, who declined 
{to comment to ROLLING STONE through his ator 
ney, allegedly acknowledged “those types of conver- 
sations had been had over the years, possibly while 
drinking” Larry and Swanepoel set off to Ethiopia in 
May 2021, the testimony shows, on a two-week safa- 
1. They were hunting African leopard again. Back in 
Pittsburgh, the FB was knocking on Lori's door. She 
hid inside and bought a same-day ticket to Phoenix, 
prosecutors say. Lary killed the ig ea, then alleged 
Iyeut his trip short. 

Last November, the FBI partners had already 
found the game scout at the Kafue River and were 
beginning to erack the front desk at Three Rivers 
Dental. few days after Thanksgiving, Larry and Lori 
{ound their seats at an intimate, $5,800-per plate 
steak dinner for the Arizona Republican Party. He 
‘was in slacks and a polo shir; she wore diamonds on 
«diamonds on diamonds, “It was one of those dinners 
‘where they keep pouring wine," Lori recalls. She'd 
{questioned the results of the 2020 election ~ “total 
fraud," Lori had tweeted — but the talk that night was 
‘of redistricting for 2022, how it might leave two seats 
in Washington up for grabs. Then the minority lead- 
fr of the U.S, House of Representatives walked in 
‘Kevin MeCarthy stood a the head of the table to ve 


his boilerplate toast, Moments later, atthe other end 
ofthe table, Larry offered a toast of his own: He was 
thinking about running for Congress himset 

Lary and Lori closed Three Rivers Dental for the 
holidays and boarded a flight from Phoenix to Cabo 
‘on Dec. 21, Lori says she spotted passengers board 
lng atthe last minute and forcing a family to switch 
seats; upon landing, she remembers a sudden pass 
port procedure. Andi she'll never forget looking back, 
from halfway up the Jet bridge, as immigration off 
tials shouted “We got him!” and proceeded to take 
Larry into custody. “We were betrayed by our own. 
government,” Lori says. "It was a witch hunt.” 

Prosecutors fram the U.S, attorney's office would 
soon charge Larry with foreign murder and mail 
fraud of seven lfe-insurers, Larry, who did nat re 
spond to multiple letters received at hs detention fa 
ellty in Denver, maintains his Innocence and pleaded 
rot guilty, His children, who die not respond to re- 
‘quests for comment, formally support him, 

Lori had not been ready when prosecutors came 
at her in January, lnwyerless in front of Larry's grand 
jury, asking aboue the cash deposits and the argu: 
‘ment atthe bar and the alleged ultimatum to leave 
Bianca. Loi calls this a "perjury trap." Her attorney, 
John Dil, says evidence at trial will reveal “what ac 
tally took place” withthe bartender and Anna Grim: 
ley ater what he argued was. falled attempt by pros 
ectors to make Lori flip on Larry. They still charged 
her with five counts of lying under oath, one for ob- 
structing justice, and another for accessory to mur 
der. She bas pleaded not gully. The motive of the 
‘exdentist the government would come t0 argue, 
was not just the money. It was her. 

Larry's attorneys argued in federal court that USA 
» Rudolph was “as weak of a murder case as you 
can get" They point to Larry's cooperation with the 
‘Zambian police and their conclusion that his wife's 
death was an accident, despite the police report tak 
ing just two days to complete. They point to their li 
ent’ lack of interference with a Zambian coroner's 
autopsy, even though consular officials alleged that 
Larry asked them, repeatedly, how Aftican privacy 
laws might apply to autopsy and police records re 
Tated to the case, They stand by the conclusions of | 
an insurance investigation, which, according to an 
FL agent's testimony summarizing ts findings, had 
primary goal only to 1D the body as that of Bianca 
Rudolph and, the agent testified, found “outstand: 
ing questions” and “unresolved Issues” about the 
police work in Zambia, Fundamentally, Larry's laws 
‘yer David Markus has insisted that Larry and his wife 
knew about each other's extramarital affairs for a 
Jong, long time, 

Ina statement, Larry's attorneys said: “Strange 
Iy ive years later, the feds brought charges without 
“any real evidence — no eye witnesses, no forensics, 
‘no anything ~ except for some speculation sprinkled 
into chastn of conjecture.” 

Larry and Lor's joint tral is scheduled for July. 
Most of the sources who spoke to ROLLING STONE. 
for this story requested anonymity because they 
right be called as witnesses, or because they fear 
Larry might sue them from jail. They believe Larry 
‘and Lori are guilty of at least some of the charges, 
and alot of them think the couple might get off easy, 
‘a the American millionaire so often does. “Unfor 
tunately, the world is full of people ike that.” says a 
‘hunter and business executive who supported Larry 
before the murder charge. “Some people that have 
‘money think they ean do whatever they want. Some 
people think they can getaway with anything.” © 


o> THE DOG RESCUERS 


[Cont from 103}, ment. She was feeding and petting 
second dog when Cheddar cocked his head and came 
nearer, “He could kind of, sort of see that I was lov 
{ng up that dog ~ and that made him competitive, 
se says. He got close enough to Young to sniff her 
Ihandl she gave hima furtive seratch behind the ear 
He Iiked that, so she gave him another scratch, For 
the ist time, she saw his posture soften. 

‘ut it was autumn before she managed to get 
a leash on him and walk him to the smaller of the 
yards, Often, he'd whip hls head at handlers: “He 
‘wanted nothing to do with any of us" says Young. 
‘But that tiny tell she'd spotted ~ his envy of other 
«dogs ~ proved to be her gateway to Cheddar. When 
‘Tibbets ~ another of the Ohio rescues ~ presented 
himself for cuddles, Cheddar would leap on Young’s 
Jap and press against her hand. 

‘The months ticked by; Cheddar's progress was 
slacial. No one knew when ~ or if — he'd make the 
‘crucial leap. Eighty-six percent of the dogs at BRC 
‘come far enough in treatment to graduate, Simple 
‘math will tell you that the other 14 don't; at some 
point, a decision is made to end a dog's pain 
‘humanely. There are team meetings weekly in either 
‘pod, then meetings with pod leaders and the clinic's 
directors, Each dog's progress is discussed in those 
‘meetings, as wells ther sticking points. 

“Do we feel lke their quality of life is improving 
and that they're able to learn?” says Sarah Shively, 
the senior director of operations at BRC, “Can they 
do canine things like digging and marking, or do they 
spend the majority of time in a state of fear?" Ifthe 
presence of people is still causing the dog suffering 
atabout the 25-week mark, a consensus is reached to 
terminate treatment and end the dog's lif 

‘But Cheddar thrilled everyone when he finally 
tured a corner in December. He stopped skulking 
in his kennel when his trainer approached, tn play 
«groups, he roughhoused with other dogs, though 
Ils idea of fun was to jump them, feet first, Uke a 
‘canine Jackie Chan, He graduated in February after 
28 weeks, a very long stint at BRC. Because of his 
blindness, the ASPCA kep¢ him in-house til someone 
‘nthe area applied to adopt htm, 

Andy and Jessica Ferguson had losta dog to cancer 
and were grieving her loss deeply when they saw 
(Cheddar. “There was a pretty big hole in our house 
‘fll our other dog, Samson, was grieving 00," says 
Andy, who, tke his wie, isa high schoolteacher, "We 
‘seem to choose the dogs who choose us,” he says 

Its been a fortnight since the Fergusons brought 
(Cheddar home. The space left behind by their sweet 
‘hound Saral has been filled with commotion ~ and 
squeak toys. The first day the couple left their dogs 
alone, they erected pen for Cheddar inthe hallway. 
‘When they walked in the door, the pen was knocked 
flat and the two dogs were sunning side by side. 

famson broke him out playing doggy linebacker 
says Andy. "Cheddar is Velero'ed to Samson” 

Except, it seems, at night, when Cheddar hops up 
fon the bed and nestles between Andy and his wife 
He's done that since his second day home, That frst 
night, the couple took shifts on the recliner, catching 
few hours’ sleep apiece with Cheddar curled up in 
their laps. They know litle of his backstory and like 
Icthat way ~ thelr love is sueh that they eannot bear 
the details. The word they use most about that dog 
4s “grateful” He has dressed their wounds as they 
have his. © 


> EDDIE VAN HALEN 


[Cont.from 109] Ed didn’t go quick ~ he died 
more than three years after he fist told me he had 
Jung cancer, But 'm sure he wasn’t a burden on 
anyone, ether. He pounced on gut-wrenching treat 
ments and sought every solution possible to remain 
in his faly’s ie, 

He kept his mouth shut about his illness, seeming- 
ly saving his fans from worry and foreclosing any pos- 
sibility ofa pity party he had no interest in hosting. 
He never gave up and never wanted anyone to send 
te wrong signal to the world that he had. 

Within weeks of Ed's death, more details about 
his final-years begin to trickle out ~ many that 1 a 
ready knew, but some that I did not. The most sur 
prising was that Ed and Hagar had apparently bur: 
ied the hatchet over test messages beginning earlier 
Inthe year, in what Hagar referred to asa “love fest.” 

\We heard from Wolf, too. Previously, hetd been a 
Dit lke Teller to Hagar's Penn. Now, promoting his 
‘new band Mammoth WVH, he went on Howard stern 
‘Then Entertainment Tonight, Then Today. He said 
‘Van Halen had indeed been planning a reunion tour, 
not with just Roth and Anthony but also with Hagar 
‘and possibly even Cherone. Both Anthony and Hagar 
‘confirmed they'd have been on board, while Roth, 
‘Cherone, and Alex kept mum on the subject. 

‘The timing of what Wolf dubbed the “Kitchen Sink 
“Tour” didn’t quite ibe with what Ed had told me, but 
1 guess it doesn’t matter now. All [know is it would 
hhave been epic ~ and it would have meant that Ed 
conquered cancer. 


Halen’ first album, Ed's musical legacy was 

sealed before the end of Side One. He was the 
‘guitar hero's guitar hero, back when there was such 
‘thing, But he never seemed to crave the spotlight 
lke others in hs echelon and only stepped in it when, 
he had something exceptional to share. That’s why 
he rarely traded barbs with Roth or Hagar, [think — 
he didn’ want co engage inal the infighting, He just 
‘wanted to play. 

Had my initia, smartassemall languished in Ba’ 
spam folder, id have cried the same tears upon learn 
Ing e died. Concert photos of Eddie Van Halen torn 
from Gircus and Hit Parader covered my boyhood 
Walls, gave at his electric smile, as he lurched his 
tricolored Frankenstrat into his bare chest. id imag. 
ine what song he was playing in that frozen moment, 
Tenvied the photographers, to0, because they got 
‘80 much closer to Eddie Van Halen than I'd ever be. 

1 don’t regret never telling Ed how much he meant 
to me, because I'm certain that’s a big reason we 
bonded. Neary his whole life, he was showered with 
praise, treated lke he was something more than mor: 
Tal. But, for me, he'd become just a regular guy fall 
ff the sume contradictions and paradoxes, the same 
beauty and clemons, as the rest of us, Watching Ed 
‘bravely face the end of his life gave me a new appre- 
ciation for my own. Now, Ido my best to hang on a 
ltd tighter when things et tough, knowing Ed had 
ittougher, 

‘Nota day goes by when I don’t think of Fd because 
not a day goes by when I don't hear Van Halen's 
‘music. 'mstll sad to have lost my frend, the person. 
Who gave me so much over the years and asked so 
little of me. And sometimes I'l senda text that ends 
in double-exclamation points, just to let him know L 
was listening, © 


F ‘of ME, and for anyone who ever heard Van 
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> QUINTA BRUNSON 


[cont. from 64} to nearby Lansdowne when she was 
1 years old, Lansdowne offered the fanlly a drive 
\way, 50 her parents didn’t park away from home, 
‘hich became particularly prudent with drive-by 
shootings happening in the city. "I have lost clas 
‘mates to (gun Violence), family members, friend 
she says. 

1m October 2020, Brunson and West Philadelphia 
Councilwoman Jamie Gauthier discussed communi 
ty safety inthe face of gun violence on an Instagram 
Live they organized, “I ran up on her social media 
fone day, because Iwas like, ‘Is anybody doing any: 
thing about this?" says Brunson, “My cousin had just 
died, and I just was, at that point, mad. t was like, 
“1m simply tired of this s anyone even trying?” And 
she was trying. 

"Alotofitissystemic. A lot of tis socioeconomic. 
‘Alot of i is personal responsibility I's alot of par 
tenting, or lack thereof, boredom, lack of afterschool 
activities There's so many things that lead tot being 
9 horrible," says Brunson, 

‘She's in talks about improving conditions for Philly 
teachers and students with other counclmembers, 
‘09. Councilwoman-at-Large Helen Gym introduced 
4 resolution to honor Brunson’s efforts on- and 
off camera, "Abbott Elementary brings to prime-time 
television a loving ode to Philadelphia educators, 
school children, and their families, a well asa call to 
‘action to fund and support our youth and our public 
schools, and for tha, this council body is both grate 
ful and inspired,” reads the resolution. 

‘The show has partnered with Scholastic to provide 
free book fairs across the country, and has worked 
with other organizations to present a third-grade 
twacher and her southwest Philly school with new 
books, school supplies, a $40,000 check, and a new 
hallway mural. 

Sill, Brunson is careful not to came off as some ce- 
lebrity savior and is more energetic about ending the 
endemic of underfunded public schools than helping. 
‘out teachers onan individual basis. 

“1 don’t want people to ever think I'm doing 
the celebrity ching, which is putting a Band-Aid on 
the problem by donating,” she says. “At the end of 
the day, the donations help. 1 have friends who are 
twachers. They need it. We can and so we wil, and it 
helps them in the meantime.” 

Personally, Brunson is looking forward to testing 
Janine, who, she says, she's very different from, Real- 
life Brunson might want to strangle Janine, she clar 
Ifies. She more so identifies with Principal Ava Cole 
‘man, many of whose lines are things Brunson has 
sald in the writers room. 

“There's one line in there that's specifically taken 
rectly from my mouth,” Brunson explains. n Epi 
seve Five, Janine asks Ava, "What happened?” when 
‘a ailficult student is transferred fom another class 
room to hers. Ava, who should know why, dismis- 
sively responds, “Gil, {don't know, things happen 
all day" 

I we're lucky, Brunson will be making Abbot Ele 
‘mentary for quite some time, She wants to bea moth 
er, but is thinking she'll hold off on that. “I don't 
{know i'm stopping the train anytime soon to do 

she says. “want to be able to be there with the 
child. {don’t want to have a baby and then go back 
to work, would love to take a year or two off to be 
able tobe with ehild. don't know when I'm going 
tobeable todo that.” 


She just moved into a four-bedroom house with 
her partner, an upgrade from the Studio City eando 
they shared. It has a pool that she's looking forward 
10 using more. It allows friends and family to stay 
‘with her when they need to, And it's not too far from 
her favorite amusement park, so she can eat, drink, 
tide, and dream as much as she wants, 

‘When Brunson brings me to Universal Studios Hol 
|ywood, i's Easter Sunday and very busy, which she 
Jokingly finds sarilegious, She's something of an ex 
‘pert on the park and professes to know the grounds 
like the back of her hand. “Fun fact, Ive been al 
‘most kicked off the (studio tour] tram before Brun- 
som had explained. “The [guide] got one ofthe facts 
‘wrong, and I was ike, “That's not accurate’ She was 
like, (OK? Then at the end she was like, “HI... Qui 
ta?" She knew who I was from BuzzFeed. She was 
ke, “We actually don't encourage that. {didn't reat 
Iysay anything because t was the middle ofthe tour, 
Dut please don't do that!" 

‘had been encouraged by Brunson's reps tosecure 
VIP escort for the day at Universal, to fast-track us 
‘through rides and minimize disruptions. Given how 
‘often Brunson was still recognized, it was @ good 
‘dea. Our guide, a generous and knowledgeable man 
named Robby, had been working at the park for near- 
ly a decade. He seemed impressed with Brunson's 
‘reprepared run of show for getting through the at- 
‘actions. "I love this” he says after she outlines her 
schedule of attractions. 

A theme throughout my time with Brunson was 
the way she managed to attract the kind of low-fidel- 
ity, realife humor that defines her work, Strangers 
seemingly couldn't help but interrupt us with their 
‘own unique quirks, almost lke they were audition: 
{ng fora background role on Abbott. 

‘As we head tothe Transformers ride, aman shouts 
“Ooh, he got money!” toward us, glefully quoting, 
the 2014 Vial video that perhaps started things off 
{or Brunson. Later that afternoon, we're cut in on by 
very-dedicated actors playing Dracula and Doe brown 
from Back tothe Future, who stop by our lunch table, 

‘Then, there is the middle-aged woman who ap 
proaches us softly as we are eating. Her face is 
framed by blond, red, and brown braids, pulled back 
{into a ponytail, and she has braces on her teeth. 
Brunson was talking to me about when she realized 
she wanted to make television shows, but she stops 
herself midsentence to greet the woman. 

“Lowe it” the woman says with a qulet Southern 
drawland a big stile. 

“Thanks, gir” Brunson responds quickly, 

“ay son noticed you because he wants to be a 
teacher and he loves your show" the woman con: 
tinues. "He don't watch regular TV because he don't 
Tike commercial..." 

“Just ike my niece,” Brunson empathizes. 

“hut he loves the show, Can I take a picture?” 

Brunson kindly obliges, and 1 offer to take the 
plewre, Brunson asks for the woman's name ~ ies 
Ramona — and introduces herself, to. 

“Is there anything in my teeth?" Brunson asks me. 
I check them out and assure her there's not. [take 
‘two pictures of them, 

[Brunson asks Ramona questions about her trip 
= where her family is traveling from and how long, 
they’llbe in town, Ramona and her crew are wearing 
Universal shits with neon pink lettering that look 
Tike they were custom-made forthe occasion, 

"Good luck in your career,” says Ramona as she 
‘makes her way back to her son. “I hope you contin 
‘ue to blossom. Thope you're successful." @ 


> CONAN GRAY 


(Cont. from 70] In previous interviews, Gray has 
been eandiel about the fact that he's never been ina 
relationship, but now he shares with me that, since 
dropping Kid Krow, he's had more experience” with 
love. "Superache Is the realization that the reason 
[ve been single my whole life is me. t's my fault.” 
Gray confesses, “The album is ke, ‘Oh the reason 
why you've been singing this whole time, Conan, 
is because you'te fucking insane and there's some- 
thing wrong with you and you push people away 
and you're terrified of commitment and tertfied of 
vulnerability, and you write all these songs and you 
could never say any of those song topics to some 
body's face: 

‘Anu when it comes to loving, Gray tells me, 
a “lingerer:” who struggles to let people go, even 
\when the prospect ofa relationship is just not there. 
“I don't really date, to be honest. ..Someday I'l 
‘meet Someone who will be right, But it hasn't hap, 
pened yet” he says, "And the stories I got along the 
way were really funny. So that’s what Irak about a 
lot on the album.” 

‘The only other time Gray dropped an album, the 
world was entering a state of isolation. “It felt lke a 
very weirdly fiting thing” Gray says of Kid Krow. “L 
‘wrote it just siting in bed, I released the album sit 
ting in bed, And everyone listened to the album while 
sitting in bed... didn’t realize how depressed Vd 
sgptten until {went on tour, and I was ke, ‘Oh, wait, 
1 was actually really sad It wasn't normal to be alone 
for that long.” 


This ime, the album will drop just afew weeks 
after wrapping a world tour, where he's surround: 
ed by reabfe human beings who are singing his Ir 
ies back to him, rather than screens and comments 
from qs on Twiter. “I'm just happy to be out and 
bout and experiencing things,” he says. "I was 50 
afraid when | was younger. 1 was so afraid of mak 
‘ng mistakes and so afraid of getting hurt. And now 
Fm lke,“ don't eareift get hurt. 1 don’t eare if 
sget my heart broken ori something’s unpleasant for 
fa day? I'm OK with it now, I'm inviting it because Fd 
rather feel everything super intensely than feel noth 
Ingatal” 

Tcircle back to what he said earlier about being a 
“non participator” ~ is that really the case when he's 
got thousands of eyes on him at each concert, and 6 
million oso om Instagram? “I think F' always kind 
‘ofbea watcher rather than a participator. 'm kind of 
(OK with it” he says. “Ie’s not something that I think 
needs tobe changed, but Ido think now’, like, OK 
‘with people interfering with my observing. 

A quivery voice approaches our coffee table mid 
‘conversation, “Sorry to interrupt, but I just wanted 
to say I Jove your music,” says a nervous girl, who 
spotted Gray while walking past the coffee shop, 
saw you at Coachella, and you were amazing 

‘Hook at Gray, who probably gets ths all the time, 
He hunches his back a litle and scrunches his shoul- 
ders before thanking the passerby with automatic 
humility 

hat means the world to me," he responds, be- 
fore diving back into our conversation, The selF pro 
claimed “observer of life" still getting used to being, 
observed. @ 


=> BILLY STRINGS 


[Cont.from 78] ‘The unlikely duo have since been 
talking about collaborating in the studio, “I don’t 
nov what it would sound like, but 1 bet it would 
bbe a kickass song,” Malone says. Strings views any 
‘duet with Malone the same way he approaches the 
idea of one day headlining arenas: It would have to 
happen naturally. But he once again credits alone 
for opening his mind to popular music. “Maybe it's 
‘Auto-Tuned, maybe it's on the radio, bu who cares?” 
Strings says, 

Strings may have grown to appreciate certain 
rao hits, but he remains skeptical of the pop matn- 
stream. At fist, Strings was floored to receive an 
Invitation from the Grammys to perform “Hide 
and Seek,” his nine-minute song about suicide, at 
this April's awards show in Las Vegas. He outfitted 
his whole band in the haute couture of Alexander 
MeQueen, Saint Laurent, and Burberry, and arrived 
‘on the roof of the MGM Grand ready to perform. 
Strings says when he walked to the stage, he gave 
himself the same speech he'd later say aloud in his 
Jeep after the Ryman, 

said, ‘Good job, kid, you're doing great, just 
stay calm! Im giving myself this pep tall and I walk 
up the stars to the stage, and [take a step off ive 
foot ledge into total fucking darkness” Strings says. 
“Land on my back. Cracked my guitar. Ripped my 
pants. Fucking knocked the wind out of me. 

“L Took at where I fel from and there's one tiny 
litte thin line of white tape, which is not highs. 
And there's no railing.... Meanwhile, these fucking 
peopleare wiping off the smudges on my bandmates’ 


instruments to make sure there are no fingerprint 
he says. “They're so worried about that thatthe 
don't fucking put up a hanctrail?" (The Recording 
‘Acaderny did not respond toa request for comment.) 

Strings retreated to his tent, smoked a bowl, and 
returned to play “Hide and Seek" (which ukimately 
ranasa bumper before and afiera commercial) with 
revelation. “Maybe 1 don't belong here,” he says 

‘But it’s clear that Strings is fllyat home infront 
of his fans. At the Ryman, the night before our fish 
ing expedition, he blazed through a 26-song set of 
originals including "Turmoil & info,” covers Hke 
GGreensky Bluegrass “A Letter to Seymous,” and tra- 
dlitionals such as *Man of Constant Sorrow” a song 
he says some artists won't play because 0 Brother, 
Where Art Thou? made it too popular. He scoffs at 
that, but ites a song that won't ever appear on his, 
set list “I'm not going to play “Wagon Wheel," he 
says, “That's about where I'l draw the tine” 

Strings hopes to headline even larger venues, but 
he has no overarching plan in place. 

What I need to do fs keep my head down, stay 
‘the fuck out ofthis mainstream bullshit, keep doing 
‘what 'm doing, anljust playing to our fans, who are 
showing up by the thousands," he says. 

‘By now, it’s earl afternoon and Strings has tobe at 
‘the Ryman for soundeheck. He's stil exhausted fom 
the night before, 

“Ie! lke Baby Yoda after he uses the Fore 
Strings says back atthe dock, dramatically throwing, 
‘up his arms and letting them drop as if he's eollaps 
‘ng. Bu, he says, its his fans that see him through. 
“They're rowdy as hell, so that just gives us all his 
fucking big dick energy” he laughs. “Like, ‘Oh, yeah, 
‘we're fucking badasses?” © 
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Dr, Winnifred)ontler 


BIOLOGIST’S FRAGRANCE 
ADDITIVES INCREASE 
AFFECTION FROM OTHERS 


‘These cosmetics increase your attractive- 
ness. Created by tho co-discovererof human 
pheromones. Dr Cutler has authored 8 books 
‘on wellness and 50 scientific papers 
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Christine McVie 


The songwriter on navigating 
the ‘storm’ of Fleetwood Mac 


one ofthese people that’s for nearly five decades 
anextrovert....utone with your ex-husband, 
recordings, but you've shouldn't mind, because John MoVie. What's that 
made only three solo afterall they're paying you relationship like? 
albumsduring the past. a terrific compliment. ‘Well, we used to fight acca 
‘50 years. Why is that? Ifyou could travel back sionally, but not that often. 


jenever felt wasa _intimeto1976, whatadvice | think We sorted our difer 
solo artist, particulary. 've would you give yourself? ences out by then, and we 
alvaystiked tobe partof think followed my map actually got on really wel, 
agroup,...[also felt very pretty wel inthe course of twas never as melodramatic 
uneasy about doing solo my lif....Tobe honest with asStevie and Lindsey. And 


tour for the material, And 1 don’t think I gave my” 
elfany advice. think just 


kind of gat on with what 1 


right now, we don’t live in 
the same hemisphere, He 
lives in L.A [ive in London, 


; tay | wes deg sn roxy Bate ocean wets 
araetdcarane® | jyedit Obviously, my be eachother or phone each 
efhoraolowork | beauifl days were when we other. He's bee fering 


isout now. were the Buckingham-Nicks 


Fleetwood Mac version. That 
was the best ta me. 

With this new compilation, -Youwere seen by 

just went for favorite songs of many as the calm and the 

mineand had them redone reasonable person in the 


ith a few health problems, 
bbuthe's OK. So we talk fair 
bit, He'sa good man, John. 
‘You took a 15-year break 
from the band in the early 
2000s. How did you grow 


With extra instrumentation. eye of the hurricane that ‘asa personin that time? 
What musie still moves was Fleetwood Mac. {just enjoyed having my 

‘youthe most? ‘That is apparently tru, but clogs, livingin the county, 
ma big fan of Steely Dan; didn’t realize that atthe time, going for long walks. just 
the Beach Boys; Crosby, Yes, I was supposedly like the ‘wasn’t interested in playing 
Sills, Nash, and Young. ike Mother Teresa who would ‘music at that point. Then the 
‘quite a broad range of peo- hang out with everybody or feeling came back. Mick and 
ple, and my favorite...the just ty an [keep] everything ave always been in touch, 


Beatles, ofcourse. Some of nice and cool and relaxed, 
their songs move me to tears. But they were great people: 
Howdoyourelaxthese they were great Iriends 
days? What sortof toll did that 
Twatch alot of TV. Really, take on you emotionally, 


‘and he said, “Do you ever 
think you'l ever come back?” 
1 sid, "Idon't know Suffice 
tosay that | did decide tore 
turn and never regretted it, 


that’s about it. don't really tobe that Mother Teresa “Mick has said he wants 
write songs to relax, When | figure? todo afarewell tour with 
feela bitofpressure coming 1 don't think I thought about the Rumours lineup. Do you 


‘on, 'ilget to the piano and it that much. enjoyed the 
see what 1can come up with. storm....Even though am. 
What'sthebestadvice quite a peaceful person, Idd 


think that’s pipe dream? 
Personally, love to think it 
could happen, But honestly 


you ever received? enjoy that storm, Although really can't see it happening, 
Nottolle. Ta be honest. That _ir'ssaid that we fought alot, Idon't know. Pve been 
‘came from my parents.1 we actually did spend alot ‘wrong before 
cean'timagine better advice of our time laughing. So, that ‘Mick wants Lind 
‘coming from one's parents. 1 must have been forgotten sey back in the band; 
try to stick by that rule and to Grear sense of humor Lindsey wants to 
bbeas good apersonastcan. _ Peoplespent so much ‘come back. Do you 
What'stheworst partof time talking about the wanthim back? 
success? Lindsey-Stevie dynamic always want Lind 


Heing noticed fyoudon't that they overlooked that 
want tobe noticed. 'm not 


sey back, He's the best, 
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